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HE Rule of 
S. Clare going 
againe to the 
pretic,it hath bin iudged 


| not amifle to aduertiſe, 


that diverſe, who theſe 
lateryeares haue printed 
the ſame, make ſome dif- 
ference thercin from the 
copy, which vſually is in 


\all countryes , & that 


which is in the ancient 
chronickles of S. Francis, 
Reverend Father Wade 
(ding in his Annalls lea« ... 
{ucth out the promilleg ©" 
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Fl * TheRale 
which $, Clare ſayth $; 
Francis made her, to ha+ 
ve care of hers as of hig 
owne 1n temporalls , be. 
cauſe they will not ack 
nowledge that hee would 
make any ſuch obliga- 
Anno 1224, tion : theſe are 

the words, which 
the ſayd Father Wad- 
ding alleadgeth vpon 
the ſame ſubieR. king 


| 


S. Francis was thinkin 
of going into the Eaſt, 
 & was determined to 

. preſent himſelf before 
theSultan, Cardinal Huzx 
goline the ProteQour 
treated with him concer 
ning! the gouernement 0 
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of S. Clave; 5 
the Monaſtery of S. Da- 
R mian,& others which be- 
+.| gan now to bee multi. 
{| plied for the poore Da- 
Id 

4 


| mes, to whome hee an- 
| ſweared , that hee had 
not built any , but only 
-þ that, wherein hee had in- 
4. Cloſed Clare, non procu- 
red any other to bee built 
-n © ſo of this only had ta- 
; kenthe care, both in re(- 
&| ped of regular diſcipli. 
' ne, & poore maintenan- 
re cc to bee procured by 
a} himſelf, & his by beg- 
ur] Ying » & that nothing ſo 
.;| much diſpleaſed him, as 
o| that his Friars ſolici- 
{ toully ſought to haug 
| - = 


s The Rule 
houſes built for Nunney 
In other places, & to ha-| Þ 
ue them goucrned.by| N 
them : but that, which| T 
aboue meaſure grieued | V 
him, was, that they gaue * 
them his name, & would a 
© 
{1 
ti 
h 
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hane them called Mino- 
relles. Wherefore hee 
dealt inſtantly with the 
moſt illuſtrious Cardi- 
nall Protectour, that the 
Care, & familiarity of the 
Nunnes , might, as farre 
as could bee, bee remo- 
wed trom the Friars, If | 
hee deſired their radie. } 
& profitt , & that they 
might bee called only by 
the name ofthe poore re: | 
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of S. Clare. 
cluſed Dames, vntill time 
might give them one 
more apt , & conuenient. 
To the farther reaſons, 


| which the holy Father 


adioyned to the pious, 6 
affeEionate- Proteour 
ef the Order, hee an- 
ſweared, that hee would 
treate the bulineſſe with 
his Holyneſle, & from his. 
hart commended the dilt- 
9 eare, & pious afli- 
ance of Clare, & her 

companions ts the holy 
man. S. Francis indeed 


never omitted theſe 


things concerning the 
Damiates ofAſſiſe,whick 
g2aueto the other Friars 
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8 The Rule 
example of helping othet 
Monaſteries, &ſo to inter 
pole them ſelues in thoſe 
things, that when the ſe- 
cret euill brake forth, 
& manifeſted it ſelf, the 


Brethren could notdraw. 
| back from the miſcheife, 


as appeared to their in- 


commodity vnder Vr-' 


ban the LV th. 


Which the holy Fa-' 


A notable fay- ther forelee- 
nig of S. Fran- 


Tis again't the ing In ſpirit 
eare of Nunnes. withdrew 


them from miniſtring to 
the ſacred Virgins, ſay« | 
ing oftentimes with 
trouble of mind , lam} 
afcayd leaſt when GodF 
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of S. Clare. 9 
hath taken A ſcuere pen- 
. nance giuen by 
from vs W1-S, Francis ts 
ues: the de- Brother Stee- 
att. uen , be cauſe 
uill hath pro. hee 'had even 
cured VS {G- yvith the leave 
and commannd 
ſters. Adde to of the Superiour 
this the ſeue- of the Nunnes 
R -. gone to their 

rc punishmet Monaſtery . 
which hee gaue to one 
of his companions called 
Brother Steeuen , becau- 
ſe h:e by commaund- of 
Bre : Philip Long Vitt- 
tour of the Nunnes went 
toa certaine Monaſtery: 
fer as hee was going fro 
Beuania a Towne of the 
Vale of Spoletam to Aſſi- 
ſe,Brother Steeuen tould 


the holy Father fimply 4 


” Yo The Rule 
wha {hee had done,&ha? 
bly beſought him to par- 
- donhim. The holy man 

heard him , & reprehen- 

ded him sharpely , & 
tould him that diſobe- 
diece ina matter of ſuch 
moment w3s not caſily to 
bee pardoned; hee there- 
fore ceommaunded him 
to plunge himſelf in the 
riuer,on the banek whe- 
reof they walked , cloa- 
thed as hee was in the 
moſt coldtime ofthe yea- 
re beeing December , 
whichBro,Stecuen doing 
vpon the commaund of 
the angry Father: extin- 


guish ſayth hee with that 


a a . wer wir? at) 


| 
| 
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#f 5, Clave. It 
water the fparckles 
which the plealing , & 
ſweete, but daingerous 
fire hath enkindled in 
you, wash, and cleanſe 
wich theſe waters the 
filch, which hath ſtuck 
to you perhaps without 
your, knowledge : ha- 
uing ſaid this hee went 
on, & neuer turned agat- 
ne his' countenance, or 
faceto him,that folowed 
with his habitt all wet 
for two miles, vntill they 
came to theplace; where 
they were to lodge,whe- 
re the holy Father with 
mild wordstempered the 
rigour ofhis ſentence ; & 


12 The Rule 
helped the good brother 
tu dry his wett cloaths, 
But Hugoline hauing c6. 
Card. Hugoline ferred with | 
commending the Pope | 
thoſe of S. Da- about the bus | 
mian to S.Fran- 
cis tooxe the fineſſe » tOQs 
care of theNun- ſ-eynon him- 
nes vpon him» | P 
ſelf vyhich hee ſelf the £0- 
committed to yernement of 
Bro. Ambroſe 
aCiltercin, the reſt of 
the Nunnes, 
beſides thoſe of Aſlile , 
making one Ambroſe, 
a diſcreet man of the Ci- 
ſtercian Ocder , his dele- 
gate, whome hee ap- 
pointed viſitour of them 
all; then hee preſcribed 


thema rule, adding toit: 
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of S. Clare? 13 
his owne inſtitution , 
whereof is ſpoken elſe 
where : But brother Am- 
broſe beenig dead; there 
ſucceeded him by autho- 
rity of the Pope, with 
the conſent alſo of the 
Cardinall, Friar Philip 
Long one of the compa» 
nions of S. Francis, hee 
himſelf alſo procuring | 
the ſame with out ac- 
quainting the holy Fa- 
therthe rewith ; hauing 
moreouer leaue giuen 
him to appoin& Friars in 
the Mon afteries:hee was 
moued thereunto by pie- 
ty, & good zealeof the 
profit of the ſacred Vir 


14 The Rule 
gins, who wanted maif. 
rers,& guides of that new 
& molt ſtric& life, not the 
ſo well knowen to men, 
for hee thought reaſona- 
bly that they would bee 


| 


better inſtru&ted by men 


of that life the by others: 
yet this zeale of Philip 
was not approued byS, 
Francis, who thus chec- 
ked the man : Brother 
Philip you have done i]; 
hetherto the ſoare was in 
the flesh, & there was ho- 
pe of cure, but now be- 
Eing rooted in the bones 
It is become incurable. 
Hee was indeed a pro- 
pher , for whillt the 
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of S. Clare. r$ 
Nunnes were vnder the 
care of others, the Friars 
might caſily bee pulled 
from them , & the mif- 
cheife of familiarity bee 
prevented , but after that 
they vnder tooke that 
care, the wound was 1n- 
curable , whilſt they 
could not, cuen when 
they would , shake it of, 
beeing now 'growen bur» 
chenſome , troubleſome, 
& daingerous , as was 
proued to the great hurt 
of the Order ynder the 
Generalate of S. Bona» 
ucEture. Thus farre Wad- 
ding word for word, 
which is here put at lar: 


x6 The Rale 

gc,to chew how cleerg 
iy hee manifeſteth, that 
S. Francisneuer did 0blj. 


ge the Niines to bee ſub. 
ie& to his Order by the 


rule which hee gaue to 


$S. Clare, & the Friars 


ſtill maintaine by thoſe 


words of the firſt Chap. 


ter to bee of obligation, 


& to bee ſo ordained by 


$. Francis: or elle the 


Nunes cannot bee bond, - 


they onely vowing to ob- 
Terue the rule which S. 
Francis gaue. That hee 


Should bind the Nun- | 


nes,& haue no intention 
to oblige himſelfto haue 


care of them is not to bee 


credit ed 


| 
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#f'S, Clare: 15 
credited & therefore F, 
Wadding,& others,wha 

ut out of S, Clares Rys 


' le this promiſle of $, Fri« 
| cis , ought to haue alſo 


put our her. promiſſe ig 
the firſt Chapter , that 
depending wholly ypon 


' the other : if euer therg 


j 
» 


were ſuch a contra, op 
promiſe, they were cers.. 
tamely mutuall between 


' the two ſain&s, & may 


probably bee belecued 
to have paſſed in kerfirſh 


beginnings , or conuer- 


\ | ſion, as her ſelf tearmes 


It, 
R. Father Xixtus Firs 


| bois a Recollet , who 


S 
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1s Yhe Rule 
hath written lately vpoi 
this paſſage, in a tranſla- 
tion made by him of $, 
Clares rule, for the Nun-| 
nesof Lyons of S.Clares' 
Order, ſaith that Sain& 
Francis neuer inſerted 
himſelf this promiſſe of 
His toS.Clare in the Ru- 
lehee gue her , but that 
| they were added by her 
ſince the deceaſe of ſaint 
Francis, out of two let- 
ters, which the holy Fa- 
ther had written to her; 


& ſopurteth ont all the, 
ſixth Chapter of therule, | 


as words of the hy Moe 
ther: where in deed shee 
exprefieth her promille, 


of S. Clare, fo 
as the motiue, why the 
holy Father made his: 
The firſt of the letters, 
which faith this authour, 
the holy ſain& had from. 
$. Francis & is meant in 
this place, is that where 
Shee ſaith. The holy Fad 
ther confidern'g wee fea- 
red no labour &c.moued 
with pitty wrote vnto vg 
a forme of life in this mi- 
ner. For as much as by 
diuine inſpiration you 
haue made your ſclues 


, daughters, & handmay- 


des of the moſt high Fa- 
ther of Heauen , & haue 
taken the holy Ghoſt for 
your ſpouſe,toline accor? 

B 3 


= The Rule 
--ding to the perfection of 
the Ghoſpell : I will & 
promiſſe you that I will 
allwayes hane a particu- 
Jar , & ſpeciall care of 
ve by my ſelf, or my 
brethren, as I haue of 


- them ſelues. The ſecond 


Jetter was that , where 
S. Clare ſaith,that hee fi 
gnified his laſt will ſay- 
Ing : I Brother Francis 
your leaſt will follow the 


life, & pouerty of our | 


Lord Ieſus- Chriſt , & his 
moſt holy Mother, & will 
erſeuer therein vnto 


the end : & I beſeech you | 


( all of you my Dames) 


$& giue you counſaile to. 
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of S. Clare; 2% 
live allwayes1n this moſt 
holy life , & pouerty , & 
take good heed that by 
the perſuaſion, or coun- 
faile of any , you neuer 
leaue it The firſt of theſe 
letters had this title or 
ſuperſcription : To his 
moſt deer ſiſter , & other 
ſiſters of S. Damian Bro- 
ther Francis wisheth he- 
alth in Teſus-Chriſt : by 


this letter S. Francis pro- 
| miſed that hee ,& his 
| brethren would haue cas 


re of her. The ſecond was 
written a litle before his 


| death the ſain& with her 


filters hwing written to 


| him of their great deſire 


23 _ TheRale 
to ſee him before his 
death : the inſcription 
wher of was as the other 
but his letter began as 
yee haue ſ{ayd I Brother 
Francis the leaſt 8&c. By | 
all which diſcourſe forks | 
this authour, appearcth | 

how this chapter i is not | 

of $. Francis but $.Clare: | 

& with how, juſt reaſon | 
wee haue, ſayth hee , ta- | 
ken it out of the body of | 


the Rule, & placed it as. 
an annotation : hee doth. 


the ſame with all the 
other words of S. Clare, 


only her obedience men« | 


tioned to $8, Francis & 
his ſuccefſours hce paſ- 


of S. Clare; 13 
ſeth ouer which one may 
as well belieue were on- 
ly inaletter of the holy 
Mother toS.Fricis in her 


| firſt conuerfien, as the 


promiſſe of the holy Fa- 
ther to her , & of no mo- 


| reobligation : thereaſon 


why this Father Recel- 
Ie& putteth a part out of 
the rule all the words of 
$. Clare, is becauſe the 
ſiſters only vow what S. 
Francis gaue. . And as 


| Wadding ſo hee pntteth 


vowed obedience to Bro- 


that of the firſt Chapter, 
& as shee in the begin- 
ning of her conuerſion 


—_— 


24 The Rule 
fayth the word ſaint was 
added by the Popewhen| 0d 
hee confirmed the rule| þ 
25. yeares after the death| t 
of S. Francis, Therfors| þ 
In all places of the rule, | { 
hee ſpeaketh as is men-| fi 
f 
þ 
C 
d 


tioned in the Friars rule 

ſaying S. Francis made it 

in all things alike as 

much as poſhbly might 

bee ſuiting towoeme:and | e 
in order to this, & the | y 
aucrſion of the holy Fa- t! 
ther tothe gouernement | t 
of Nunnes:it may as well | a 
bee belieued that hee | b 
made this firſt chapter al- | 1 
ſo alike to that of his 9 
Bretheen, where imme- C 
— - © Mate 


of S. Rule. 25 
| diately alfer his vow to 
| kis Holyneſſe , hee ſayth, 
the Brethren $hall obey 
brother Francis , & his 
| ſucceſſours, to wit & the 
| ſiſters shall allwayes obey 
* ſiſter Clare , & all other 
t | Abbeſles. Theſe things 
$| confidered, & the many 
t | diverſe opinions , which 
d | every day come forth, it 
& | Was thoucht beit to print; 
- | that Rule which h- here 
t-| to hath bin generally im 
# all parts knowen , & pus 
bliched : neither do: h it 
C ſeeme inconuenient ta 
$ gine that reſpect to the 
- Glorious Mother , as to 
y  leaue in the” body of the 
| | G7 
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26 The Rale E 
- Rule what shee thought] 
fitt to inſert. it is ay h 
ſame Rule whi:h the Ca- 
pucines haue printed at} n 
Peruſe; ſett forth with! n| 
annotations , the ſame! in 
that are here in the mar- tc 
| 0s : by the R. Father # 


rocuratour in the court di 


. 


of Rome of the Friars) th 
Minours Capucines, ma- ww 
de for the Nunnes ſub. uc 
ie& to them : & by theſe, Gt 
his marginall expreſſions, pe 
hce taketh away the no-| w 
velty, which is by igno-' fir 
rance made of having in $sh 
theſe times. Monaſteries w! 
of S. Clare ſubic& to thi! th; 
Bichops, _ 


SYS a" 7. - 


ut 
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of S. Clare; 27 

There haue allwayes 
bin grent diſputes abour 
the ſubietion ofthe Nun- 
nes. Some times the Nun- 
nes them ſelues deliring it, 
in reſpe& of their pouerty 
to haue them to begge for 
them; but was, ( as Wad- 
ding noted ) reiected in 


thoſe great difficulties ,. 


which aroſe in $S. Bona- 
ucntures time of beenig 
Generall , who would not 
permirt any Friars to bee 


«| With the Nunnes, but that 
>! firſt every Monaſtery 


þ 
n 
? 
oy 
by 


Ta 


4 
: 
| 


Should give a writing, 


wherein was declared , 


thar it was ofpure charity 


& no obligatis:lince thels 
| " = 


= -h 
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28 The Rule 
times the Friars them ſel. 


- ues ſought the Niines ſub-| 


i1ection; & R. Father Cal- 
ſal, as firſt, that ob- 
teined it of his Holy neſle| 
inſolarge a maner as wee 
ſee Neither can it bee ef- 
teemed ſtrainge , becauſe! 


this Order of S. Clare isa 
diſtin& Order S. Bonaven- 


ture ſpeaking to the Abeſ- 
ſes & Nuns in generall of 
the Order of ſain Clare, 
ſfayth , betweene your Or-: 

der, & the fore ſayd Order 
of the Friars Minours,the- | 
re 1s though: to bee ſpe- 

clall charity : where it lee 
meth manifeſtly that hee 
ſuppeſeth the Clariſles , & 


of $. Clave. 29 
theMinours to bee diſtin& 
Ocders, & the Order of S. 
Clarenot to bee ſubie&to 
to their obedience, but on- 
ly vinted with it by ſpecial 
charity. 

Some familiar figne of 
this verity may bee taken 
from the very name : for 0 
ther Nunnes, as they ob- 
ſerue the ſame Rule with 
the men without any alte- - 
ration to their ſexe, haue 
alſo a eommon name with 
men as Benedictine Nun- 
nes, Auguſtine Nunnes, 
Duminican Nunnes, Car- 
melite Nunnes , &c. But 
the Nunnes of S. Clare are 
Rot 1n any —_— called, 

C5 
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30 The Rule 
nor nideed ought to beg 
called Franciſcan Nunnes 
of S. Francis, or Minoreſ« 
ſes of the Minours , but 
Clarifſes of S. Clare : as 


the Popes Vrban, & Euge- | 
nius IV th. of that name! 


kane ordained, to wit that 


theſe Nunnes should bee | 


L 


diſtin& from all other Or-! 


ders as well of meu, as 
. woemen , by name as by 
Order & inſtitute : to 
which may bee added 
what I haue formerly ſayd 
of S.Francis.yponthis ſub- 
1eth, 


ders is not to bee ſuppo- 
{cd to depriue them of c0- 


| 


This diſtin&ion of Or- | 


"> - 
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of S. Clave. 
munication with all the 
priuiledges of theOrderof , 
the Friars Minours, as may 
bee particularly obſerued 
out of the Bull which Bo- 


' niface the eighth gravted 


to the Clariſſes vnder the 
ſubie&is not of the Friars 


- Minours , bat of the Pro- 


teRour, that all &each of 
their Monaſteries enioy 
all:he Immunities , liber-_ 
ties, Indulgences,& Priut- 
ledges, which are by the 
ſea Apoſtolique oranted 
to the Order of S. Francis 
the Friars Minours , & the 
Brethren , & perſons the- 
reof. There fore theNiines 
of $, Clare, if they should 

C 4 | 
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2 The Rale | 
ſubie& them ſelues to the 
Ordinaty , may notwith 
ſtanding vie & enioy all 7 
the Priuiledges which the} 
Tſayd Order of Minours| 
hath, which hath bin rati- 
fied by all the ſoucraigne| 
Bizhops, 


rs 


of S. Clare; 32 
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THE CONSTITVTION 

of Pope Innecent the Fourth, 
declaring the Nunnes of the 
Order of S. Clare , not to bee 
ſubieCt to the FriarsMimors, 
by their Rule giuen by ſain(# 
Francis & forbidding the 
ſaid Friars to exerciſe any 
Turiſdittion oyer them , vn= 
der vvbat pretence ſoener. 


4 HIS Apoſtolicall 
Conſtitution , or 
Bull, is moſt au- 


thencicall , whereof fre- 
quent mention is made in 
theChroniclesof theFriars 
Minors, as beginning Res 


24 The Rule 


Flo aſſumpto tramite , &| 


kept inthe great Conuemt 
of theſame Order in Paris, 
Whence an authenticall 
Copy was ſent to the Mo- 
naſtery of Graueling the 


yeare of our Lord 1628, 
by the Nuntius Apoſtoli. 


call of France. For the bet-| 
ter vnderſtading of which! 
Bull , ſome hiſtorical] 
| poin&s ſuppoſed, & tou- 
ched therein , are to bee! 
noted, 


Firſt that the Seraphicall | 


holy Father S. Francis, ga 


ue ynto S. Clare a Rule,| t 


by vertue whereof the Si- 
ers were leaft ſubieR 7 


u 
C 
|& 
, 
I 
1 


the Bishop of Ollia » & 


of S. Clare. 
obliged to obey the Car- 
dinall ProteQour , wit- 
s,| hout any mention of ſub- 
all] ieRtion to the Friars Mi- 
0-| nors, as Emmanuel Rodri- _ 
16 ouezteſtifith Tom.1. rege 
8.1 q. 17. art. $. 

li. Secondly : Aﬀter the 
death of the holy Father, 
h! ſome Prelates of theOrder 
: ofthe ſaid Friars, changed 


the firſt Rule, & inſerted 

into it : that the Siſters 
| should perpetually » & 1» 
ll! ujolably bee ſubie@'to the 
| Order bor ny & to 
| the Generall & Pronincial 
-| Miniſters thereof : which 
| Rule' they got to bee ap- 
J | proucd by Pope lunoceng 


| 


35 


36 The Rule 
the Fourth, then reliding) 
at Lions in France, 

Thirdly. This was done 
with the conſent of ſome 
Abbeſles, but without the 
conſent, or priuity of the 
holy Mother glorious $ 
Clare: who preſently bee- 
ing much grieued with 
this change, complayned, 
& appealed to the ſaid Po 


. pe Innocent the Fourth, 


for a reuocation of that 

change of the Rule. 
Fourthly. Hereypon the 

ſaid Pope committed the 


examination of the matretr| 


to the then Cardinall Pro- 


tecour theBishop of Olti: 
who iudged the lirſt Ruls, 


rm >. aA & A = My. 


of S. Clare: 37 
which doth not ſubieR the 
fiſters to the Order, moſt 
proper,& moſt firt for the, 
eſpecially beeing made by 
the Seraphicall Father, 
Wherevpon hee comman- 
ded the Friars Minors, in 
their Generall Chapter 
held at Genua,neuer more 
to meddle in the gouerne- 
ment of the Siſters or of - 


| their Monaſteries. 


Fivethly, When theFriars 
Minors negle&ing the c6- 
maunds of the ProteRour, 
did notw::h ſtanding con- 
tinue perforce their iuril- 
diction in gouerning the 
Siſters , reſiſting the Meſ- 
ſengers ſent by the ſayd 
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Þrotedionic R intercepting 
his letters 6c. the ſaid Po.| ci: 
e Innocent beeing truly| de 
informed of all, putt forth| H 
this Bull , or Apoſtolicall| BI 
Decree : where in hee ſet- 
_ teth downe particularly\ t2 
all, that in theſe Annotas! re 
tions hath bin mentioned:; tc 
 & vnder grieuous cenſares| sl 
obligeth the aforc named) ki 
Friars Minors never any | © 
more, vpon any occaſion | M 
whatſocuerto intermeddle' vi 
inthe Gouernment of the | it 
Siſters, as by the Ball it ſelf | £ 
here enſuing appeareth, | 
Innocent Bishop , Ser-| N 
uant of the Seruants of | © 
God, to our beloued Sor: | 


| He 
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ny! nes,the General &Prouin- 
e-| ciall Miniſters of the Or- 
ly{ der of the Friars Minors 
th] Health and Apoſtolicall 
ll] Bleſſing. 

+. The travuailer , that hath 
ly' taken the right path, whe- 
2-| reby hee may well attaine 
J:j to his inteded iorneys end; 
2s| Should in vayne, & vnpro- 
d} fitably efſay to find ont 


d 
y | ether trackes. For by how 
n | much the more different 
e' woyes hee tryeth , by ſe 
e] much the more hee prolon- 
f. geth his torney ; & wh:1R 
' hee endeauoureth ſo to 
make haſt , hee the more 

f| delayeth, prolonging per= 
| haps his Short way by vas 
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wary digreſlion : becay 
hee that goeth by diuerſe 
paths, eaſily ſtrayeth from 
the right, & ſoone fallcth 
Into a wrong wiy : & hee 
that goeth on ſo, cometh 
indeed late to his Lorneyy g 
| . fly 
end, nay by ſo going on, 
goech in ſome ſort further 
from the end itſelf, Whe- 
- refore variety, & newnel- 
ſe of wayes isto bee auoi- 
ded, & antiquity ſollici- ot 
touſly to bee reteined, whe) 
as old wayes are better = 
knowne then new, & by! _ 
thoſe wee goe more conk| ,. 
dently qn, then by theſe. _ 
Hee therefore who can, _ 
follow the beaten wa bs 
| 2 tt 


of S. Clare: At 
lett him prouidently auoi= 
Ide the vnbeaten. Wee in- 
deed newl6y fince deſiring 
"Ithat our beloned daugh- 
ters in Chriſt the Abelles, 
hk & all the Nunes of the Or- 
(der of ſain&Damian,who 
h flying the lubricity of the 
nj.” £ 
«| world , haue choſen clau- 
ſtrall ſolitude, should vn- 
der the obſeruance of that 
. \rule ſerue our Lord conti- 
: nually , by which they 
«| might more caſily -meritt 
i the eternall rewards ; by 
| our letters gaue order to 
] ourVenerable Brother the - 
| Bichop of Oftia ,& Velle- 
h tret, that hee Should not 
| permitt them to-bee con» 


| D 
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ſtrained to the receiuing, 
8& obſeruance of the new 
forme of liunig, orthe old| k! 
chiged whilſt wee remal. lil 
ned at Lions, vnleſle hee 
ſaw it expedient for their! bl 
ſaluation : but that hee! ru 
| Should make the old, th 
which the foreſaid Abbel- ol 
ſes & Nunnes receiued in, d« 
the inſtitution of their or-| 7) 
der, if the benefit of their: N! 
ſoules might thereby bee. *! 
better procured, to bee by di 
them inuiolab!y obſerued, ſa 
reſtraining the contradi-| 
. tours by Eccleſiaſticall| 
cenſure , no appellation! x 
admitted. Who, asby his! 0! 
relation wee haue ynders' 


of S. Clare: 43” 
g] tobd, deficnig diligently 
w to fullfll our commaund, 
Id] knownoig after diligent de- 
i.| liberation had , that it 
© would bee more profita- 
ir. ble to Keepe that ancient 
ee) rule firmely, which they by 
the carefull endeauours 
{., of Pope Gregory our pre- 
in deceſſour of happy memo= 
x Ty recetued in the begin. 
ic. ning of their religion , & 
e that it was no way expe- 
y, dient to receine the fore- 
| ſayd new rule, orold rule 
j., Changed, nor for a' way 
l newly inuented to forſa- 
1 ke the former wholſome 
s' One, or for an vnaccultos 
5 medpath of life to decline 
D 2 
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from the accuſtomed , by | 


authority of the ſaydlct. 
ters, by his letters ſtraigh 
tly commannded the ſaid 
Abbeſſes,& Nunnes in ver« 


tue of obedience, that by 
no meanes receiuing the| 
foreſayd new forme, ypotl 
command-'21iuen, or to bee! 
2iuenof whatſoeuerMini- 


ſer » Or Friar of your'Or-! 


der, or..if they have recet- 
ved it, not obleruing it; 
they should precure per- 
petually to keepe the old 
forme. And becauſe it is 
conteined in that new for- 
me, that the Generall, & 
Provinciall Miniſters of! 
your Order haue juriſdi| 


- a —— 
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| the ſaid Abbeſſes & Nun- 
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ion _ the ſaid Abbet. 
fes, & Nunnes,& it:appea« 
teth therein that this 1uriſc 
di&ion is giuen to you, && 
ether Miniſters, who for 
the time shall bee. The 
fayd Bishop by his letrers, 
by Apoſtolicall authority 
expreſſely commaunded 
you'in a Generall Chapter 
of your Order aſſembled 
at Genua, that inno wiſe 
you should meddle with 
any juriſdiction ouer the 
{aid Abbeſſes, & Nunnes, 
or their Monaſteries , nor 
preſume thence forwards 
to exerciſe any : by others 
neverthelefſe inioyning 


z& The Rule 
nes, that they should en: 
deauour to atted , & hum- 
bly obey, not you,or other 
Miniſters, who $hall bee 
for the time thence for- 


wards, vnderpretence of. 


what ſocuer. iuriſdicion| 


but him, & vilitets depu-| 


ted by him over their Mos 


naſteries;but ſome of you; 
which was not beſceming. 
_ diſobeying the comaund-' 
ment of the ſaid Bishop | 
according to their pleaſu-, 
re negleGted to keepe it,by | 


their owne authority con- 
trary to the tenour of their 


rule , ſome times entring | 
the ſaid Monaſteries, & 


ſome times sEding of cheir | 
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Friars to them, procuring 
alſo, that the ſaid Abbeſ- 
ſes , & Nunnes should not 
hearcken to the comaunds 
ofthe foreuamed Bishop, 
& often contradicting his 
meſſengers, & letters, diſ- 


- puting alſo, & definitiue- 


ly affirming , that you are 


; notbound to obey the ſaid 
| Bishop but in ſome caſes; 


Therefore wee by Apoſto- 


| licall writing ſtraightly 


| Intoyning commaund , as 


well you all, as cuery of 
theFriarsof your Order in 
vertne of obedience,vnder 
paine of excommunicatis, 
thatyou inall things ſtudy 
to obcy the fare ſaid Bis= 
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| bop, & his commaunds, & 
letters, exerxiſng no 1uriſdj. 
ion at all ouer the foreſail 
Abheſſes,& Nunnes,& theit 
Monafteries , ſeeing that abſq: 
Iutely you haue none.Neithes 
by word, nor deed, ſecret- 
ly, or mauifeſtly , by your 
felues, or -others, in any 
fort, procure that the ſaid 
Abbeſles, & Nunnes hearc- 
 kennotto the commaunds 
ofthe Bishop himſelf; nor 


euer oppoſe your ſelues|: 
againſt his meſſengers, & 


tetters ; but raither ſeeing 
that as well your, as their 
order is by the Sea Apo- 
ſtolick\comitted to the ca- 
re of the ſaid Bi>liop, who 

with 


fs. clas. 
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| with vigilant care atten-' 


ding to both, ceaſcth not 
wich all attention to pros 
curethe profitt of bo:h; 
that you deuoutly recei- 
ue , & inuiolably oblerne 
his commaunds, as we!l in 
all the foreſaid, as in 
other things : eſpecially 
ſecing that as well you, as 
all the Friars of your Or- 
der, after the Popo of Ro- 
me are obliged more ſpe« 
clallyto obey, & attend to _ 
th Cardinall deputed by 

the ſame ſea to your Or- 
der, for ihe care, & cuſto« 
dy thereof, other wiſe wee 
will by th: help of Gd 
hae the ſentence , which 
the ſaid Bichop gaug 

| >; 
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againſt the rebellious to 
bee ratified , & make the 
ſame , no appellation ad. 
mitted to bee inniolably 
obſerued to condigne ſe 
tisfaRtion , notwithſtan- 
ding any conſtitutions, in 
dults, or letters Apoſtoli. 
eall of what tenour ſocuey 
they bee, generally, or ſpe 
cially hetherto granted, of _ 
here after to bee granted} b 
to you, or any of you, ortq { 
your Order. Ginen at Pe & 
ruſe the 15. Kalends of M 
April, the tenth yeare a Ai 
our Pontilicatc. ca 


are 


to 
| £0! 


0 
e 
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| Confirmation of the Rule , 
which our holy Father S. 
Francu gaue vnto our holy 
Mother $. Clare. 


Seruant of the Secr- 


Prem o Bizhop 


tants of God :to our 
bcloued daughters in Je- 
ſas-Chriſt, Ciare Abbeſle, 
& the other Siſters of the 
Monaſtery of $. Damian at 
Aſſiſe health , & Apoſtcli- 
call BenediQtion, 

The Apoltolicail Sea is 
accuſtomed to condeſcend 
to the pious requeſts, & 
goed & holy deſires of 


xz 


= —— 
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them, who domannd any 
favour or grace to: bee | 
granted, You therefore | 
hauing made humb!'e ſuite | 
to vs,te 2yprouc, & ftreng. 
thin w: h our Apoſteli 
call corfirmation. : ho Ru« 
I:,accordirg to which you 
greto live incommon, in| d 
one ſpirit , & profeſſion of| 1c 
moſt hich pouerty, the fa«| R 
merule h :uino bin ginen} c: 
you by the h-ly bs $| th 
Francis,& of yon recEine(| te; 
wi h much contentment;] Te 
& jov : which Rul: alſo l-1 
enr Venerable Brotherthe] TI 
Bi-hop of Oftia, & Velle-| Go 
tre h1h approved, asii| Ve 
more amply canteined, & Mer 
declared in the lcenters off le(l 


| 
| 
' 
t 
| 
n 
h 
t 


{ 


N 
F, 


| 


| 
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te (aid Bishop , contor- 
mable to rhe commaund- 
ment, which wee gaue him 
to contirme it with our As 
poſtolieall authority,com- 
mitted to him in this be. 
half. Wee condeſcending 
to your dcuout peiitimn 
do againeconfirme by the. 
ſe preſent letters ,the ſaid 
Rule, with our Apoſtoli- 
call authority, inierting 
the tenour of the ſaid ler 


ed] ters word by word in the- 
t,| fe preſent lecters , as fol- 
ok I-weth, 


he 


Reginaldby the grace of 


e-| God Bichop of Oſtia, & 
is] Velletre to his moſt deere 
&| Mather, & daughter: In 


off leſus-Chcift Clare Abbel: 
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= me —— 


54 The Ryle 
ſeof S. Damians at Aſliſe, 
& her Siſters as well pre- 
ſent, asto ſucceed, healch, 
& ſathe:l, BendiGion. For 
as much as you my deecely 
beloved daughters in lefus 
Chciſt contemning rhe p56. 
pes » & del:gh:s of the 
world, & focliowing the 
forteſteppes of leſus- 
C hci, & his moſt holy 
Mother he choſen to re- 
maine incloſed , that you 
may w..h the more !iber- 
ty, & purity ſerue God, 
Wee commeding your ho- 
1; reſolution , courteouſly 
£rant you your demaunds, 
& holy deſires: & by cbs 


Popes authority , & ours, 


— ... 
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confirme for you, & ail thos! 


—— 
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' ſe, whos$hall ſucceed you 


inyour Monaſtery the for. 
me, & Rule of life, of holy 
vnion, & molt high, & ſu- 
blime poverty, which che 
glorious Father $, Francis 
hith given you to abſerve 
as well by word, as by wri- 
ting :th: which Rule is 
h:re vnderncath ſpecified 
as follow2:th. 


Mtn. 


ou 


CEE IIS 


INTHE NAME Ok 
OVA LORD Insys- 
CrnnisT, Amen. 


Rere beginneth the Rule , and 
forme of life of the Order 
of the poore Siſters, gi- 
ven by S.Francs. 


Cuav. 1, 


of th: poore Siſters, 
which the glorious Fa- 
ther S. Francis hath in+ 


" Inthj;Chap. ſerye the holy 
there is nos 


$khing bur Ghoſpell of 


7. = JE Rulc,and|. 
forme of life, 
of the Order 


ſtituted,is this. + To obs 


| 


a ww tran oz a, © az. 0» © 
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the theee vovves, vyhich are men- 
toined cherein:for the ordinances, 
& profeſſion ſpeaxe ſufficiently of 
the fourth yovv , vywhich the Ste 
ters mage to xeepe incloſure, 


our Lord leſns-Chriſt, 
living in obedience, wi- 
thout Propriety, and in 
Chaſtity, * 

2. Clare: vnworthy 
hidmaid of Ieſus-Chciſt , 
& litle plant of our moſt 


| holy Fa, S, Francis. f 
 Voweth Obedience, & 


Reverence to Pope In- 
nocent, & to his Succeſ> 
fours, who lawfully , & 
canonically choſen $ball 
enter in the Church of 


| Rome. * 
3. And as in the _ 
ping of ker Gonucr 


00, Y 
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Shee wih her Siſters 
vowed Obcdience to the 
molt holy Fa her S F:an- 


cis : fo in like fort doth 


shee f vow to obſerue the 
ſame Obedience inuiola- 
bly to all his ſuccefſours, 


Thar is the And the other (1+! 


Bishops , or 


| 
Prelates of {ters are al'wayes 


Religion, 3* bound to obey 
bu. fbiee rhe ſucceſſours 
| & gouerned, of the holy Fa. 
ther S. Francis & to obey 
alſo Siſter Clare , & all 
other Abbeſſes , who bece- 
ing lawfu:ly,& canonical- 
ly choſen, sball ſucceed 
Cr, ® 


hy oo PI EY I ow Ns TE” 


| Of thoſe wyhe defire to enter 5n 


of the Cardinzll , your | 


of S. Clare, 59 


\ __— 


ro this Relinion : & havy 
they 5hall bee receined. 


Cnavp. Il. 


1.\ 7 Vhen any one pre- 
ſenteih h-r iclf ro 
yon through diuine 1n- 
ſpiration to take vpon 
kerthislife, th: Abbeſ- 
le f sh211 bee bound to - 
aske the conſent of all * | 
the Siſters : * & if the 
greateſt part giue theirf 
conſent, hauing licence ® 


2 a That i 
( ProteQour) 3 In | 


bs faid , that noneare to b:e receiue 
igie the Qrdes Trith out licence of 


6> The Rule 
the ProreQ-ur this povver bath hi 
by givcerſe Popes committed 10 by 
Generall, & Provinciall, as it ig {4 
Govvne in the Conlticurions: & befa, 
ve any bce received ; chey mutt exy. 
mine her : & m:xe her to bee exami. 
ned by the Bishop, or his V'car as is 
ordained in the Counc of Trent. Se, 
25. c 19. or by the Bishop alone & or 
his Vicar þecing immbpdiately ſabics 
to him. 


the Abbeſle may receiue 
her. * 
2. When hee is to bee 
& recciued. The f Abbeſſe 
. $hail examine her dili- 
gently , or canſe her to 
ce examined, concer- 
ning theCatholik Faith, 
& the Sacraments of the 


Church : * all which if | 


shee doe believe, and 
faythfully will confeſle, 
& ltedfaltly obſerue is 


of S. Claye: 
theend, then (if shee h1- 
neno huſb1nd:or if hee 
with leaue of ths Big. 
hop of his diocelle beg 
entred into ſome Reli- 
gion, & hath made vow 
ef chaſtity : beſydes if 
hee bee not too farre in 
yeares ;nor have any ft- 
eknes, or weakeneſſe of 
h:ad that may hinder 
the obſernance of thisli- 


fe,there) P ch: ll bee de- a 


clired vnco kr the con- 


tents of your manner of » 


life ® 

3. And if chee bee fir, 
wi'ins , th: words of 
th:h ly Ghoſpell shall 
b-e f.yd to her, to wit, 
thatd shee f go Þ , . That 


vebich bers & 


" 


| 
| 
| 


-] 
: 


4a ct 


is (aid that the nouice giue avvay al 
that shee bath to the poore , befor 
ghee enrer into the Monaltery is t9 
bee obſerued at the profeſlion, ay rhy ri 
Counc.of Treat. appointcth (el, 2y, | { 


cop. 16 
& ſell all that shee bath, | n 
& giue it tothee poore®| t| 
which if shee cannoref. 
fe&, her good will hall} | 
ſufhce. j 
4: The Abbeſſe & all] | 
& the Siſters, f shall bee| 
t 
] 
! 
| 


very carefull not to buſi 
their minds by mcad- 
ling with her remporall 
goods, to the end hee 
may freely diſpoſe of 
them according as Gods 
$hall inſpirc her. * 
5.Neuertheleſle if shee 
doe herein aske: their | 
8 counſaile f they $hall 


hor ſend her to ſome dif. 
To creet perſon, that fea- 
| reth God, though who- 

| {e connſaile her goods 
h, may bee diſtributed to 
e*| the poore. * 

ef.] 6.Then her hayre $shall 
al} bee F cutr of round, and 4 
her ſecular h bir 'shall 
all] bee taken aw-y, & the 
e&| Abbcſſe $hal lend hee 
11 | three coates, & one cloa« 
d.| ke.* After wh chrime f 
ll] it is not law tull for her A 
2e| togo out of 1h? Mona. 
of | ſtery without 710fitable, 

1s | manifeſt , & probable 
cauſe, * 

7. When the yeare of 


[ft | her probation © is < : Vyhar 
hcre 


I TY that the yeare of nckaicy 


of S, Claye, 6; 
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becing ended, zhee shal bee admitag [| 
j« vrwer ſtood vyhen there is noing;} . 
pediment ; & the Conncel) of Trey F 
faith, that the time of the Nouitiny 
beeing finished,if shte bee indgey it, 


that hee bee teceined 2 othervvid e 
that shce bce ſent out of the Monte $ 

ry Alſothe reft vyhich chic ſaid Couts 
cel! ordaineth ia tht 25. Sefl. c, i, E 
mult bee obſerued 9 acquainting thi} © 
Bishop , of his Vicar Generall rheng| 
drich, P 
i” | 3" 
& expired, + shee shall be + 
received to Obedience] r 

vowing perpetually to]. 

obſerue the life; & fors ri 
me of your pouerty.* | ft 

" "Ss ; 1 3 
a 8.7 None $hall recei 2 
ue the veile during th h 
yeare of probation. * | © 
9. | The Siſters may| & 
alſo have litle cloake fi 
forthe modeſty, & come 4 
| 


modity of their ſeruice 


"_ _ 6d - ” ad mdat.> 2+. hen 
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21 3: fabour. * 2 
it \ | 10.7 Let the Abeſſe dif- ” 
R( ercerly prouide, that hee” || 
| Siſters haue cloaths, ac- ! 
*! eording to the quality 
the} of the perſons times, & + 
places, & ofthe cold re- 
| gions, as chee shall ſce 
q eheir neceſſi:y to requis» 
re, * 
\ 11. The yons, who arg 
receiued into the Mona- 
'] ſtery - before ſufficient | 
4 age, + shall haue their g *' 
| hayre out of, & their ſe- 
;þ cular habit ta ken aW?Ys |} 
p| & bes cloathed wich ' 
&} ſuch cl6ath as the Reli- | 
N- gious , according to. the | 
difcretion ofthe Abbeſ®= © | 
ſe, * & when they are | 
| F 


| 
| 
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 @cometo fit yearesf | 
Shall take the habje 2; 
the others doe, & make]! 
their probation, * | 
'm 12.7 And as well for the 
as for the other-Novice|! 
th-Abeſſe shal care fal y 
prouide a miltrefſe, one! 
of the diſcreeteſt of the|| 
Monaſtery , whois dili. | 
gently to inſtruct them [ 
in modeſt manners, and) 
holy converſation, ace(| 
cording ro the forme 
ow” profeſſion. * 
3. + The ſame manner| 
A hall bee obſerued in 
the admittance of the 
Siſters, who ſerne wi 
thout the Monaſtery,*& 
x thole Siſters F may wen 


WOW AR ey 


- 
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/ ye 5hoes, * 


 * vuleſſe they bee recei- 


of the moſt huly and 
| feeete child leſus,who 
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14. f None may dwell 
within the Monalſte:y , © | 


ued according thetofor- 
me of your profeſion, 
15. f I do admonish, | 
pray , &C requeſt ry” $i28 
ſters, that for rhe love - 


was wrapped in poore ' 
cloyrtes,&laidin acribs 
be, & for the loue of his 
noly Mother, thatthey 
will allyyayes bee TY : 
thed | in poore oa : 


Dh Eres gr i: beg —m—_ bers ee + £2 ate oe es # : 
O_o 9 7 IR —_— pune _—_—_— "> ” - _ . = — l 


ap 
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Pn CY 


; Of the dinine Office, of taſting. 
" of comfjeſiing, & R—_— 
| NiCatINg. | 

" "CRAD 11h, © 
.2.9* HE Siſters that 
a can reade, F $hall 


ſay the diuine Office, 4c«' 


cording to the cuſtome 
of the Friars Minors , * 
when. they may | haue 
BreularyCs. 

2. Reading their oflice 
-. without ſong, + & they 
e 1.8 Ha 
who ſometimes for ſome 


reaſonable impediment, 
Cinot reade their office, 


may ſay. P ater noſters in 
lieu thereof. * 


; of 3. Clare, Og 
3. Like the other Siſters 
= \yho cinot readewiſe who 
; fhall ſay four, & twety Pas 
'ternoſters, for. the Mats 
'tins: for the Laudes; k- 
ue; for Prime, Ticerce, +. 
'Sexti, & None for-cach 
+ |[ofthem, ſeauen : for E- 
| [juenſong , twelue:; for * 
| 


' || Compline, ſeauen. *. -- 

4. + For the Euenſeng 

{ofthe dead, alſo ſeauen 

| | Fater.noſters : with Re- 
[eiem xternam; for the 

{ Mattins rwelue, * The 

| viſters who can reade,F _ 

j are bound to reade.the 4" 

vx of the dead :as 1s 

ordained in the Breuia-' 
| ty. ET - 


5. When aty Siſter of 


no TheRwe 
your Monaſtery is & 
parted this life, , the $i 

# ters $hall ſay Fuety by 

ter noſters for her lo 
bs” 

'S 6.7 The Siſters alle, 
faſt, bur on the Natiul 
of our Lord,*theyf mi 
& make 'two refeQion, 
vpon what day ſoeuert 

 ſaileth, * With the you! 
vweake, & thoſe whj- 
ferue- without the Mo}! 
naſtery ., the Abbeſſe} 
g may charitably difpen- 

ce, when sheethinket; 
good*butintime of my! 
| 


R ' 


_— 


 niteſt neceſſity the St 
{ters} are not bound td 
corporall faſting. .' 
2-7. They $hall conleR] 


L 


< 
IF 
Þy 
foy 


zh | 


with licence of the Ab. 
befle, at the leaſt twelue 


| times in the yeare * & - 
. || thenlet the f rake heed, yo 
| thatthey doe not mingle 

bt any words, which ap-.” 


pertaine not to confel- 
ſion, or the good of thetr 
ſoules. * © oS 

8. + Th.yshall receiue 


the B. Sacrament ſeauen # 


times in theyeare;as on 


thcNatiuity of our Lord 
on Maunday thurſday, 


on Eaſterday ; on Whit- 
ſunday , on the Afſump- 


tion of our-'B. Lady on 
S. Francis his dzy , and" 
vpon all Sain&s day. ** *' 

9. f It is-lawfull for . 


the Caplaine to celcbre- 


of S. Clave, x 


a> 
&f 


: 

4 . . : 
* 

f 


| 


1 


> by 4 
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lea 
te within the Monaftety; the 


ts glue communion to the | yi 


ck. S & vir 
£6, "FO BE 
RET SNP 7. Ike 
Of the Eleft;on of the Abbeſſe, |the 
Cunav,. IV. 3 


wu + the eleRion of f«: 
v 


the Abbelſe the Si«lw: 


; The Confti- erg are bound! 
rutions of 


Gregory the XV. vvill haue the Bigs 
hop, or his Vicar to bee preſent at the 
eleQion of the Abbefle & if the Si 


ers bee vnder the gouernmenrofthe | 


fayd Bishop , they muſt acquainR him 
or his Vicar yvichall. 


to obſerue the canonicall Ib 


raanner, * CT 
M2. f And lett them ſpee- 
dily procure to haue the 


Geaccall Miniſter , or at} 


Wi 
th 
Th 


leaf 
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feaſt the Provinci:l! of 
'N the Friars Minors * who» 
e 'wi.b':he word of God 
Shall ezhorrrhomto cc. 
cord, & ynion, & to fſee- 
kethe common good in 
& |the e!cErion. 

3. + None s$hall bee 
choſen, who 1s not pro- 
Pf. ied :or if ſuch a one 
i=[were cho! en, or other 
d iwiſe giuen for Abbeſſe, 
7 hey sL:all not cbey her, 
bs nlefle shee firlt yGry to 
he [Obſerue the forme of 
iw|tdeir porerty, * 

| 4. And when the Ah- 
Ul beffe dy<ih the cletion®® 
of avo: horsh vil bee ma 
& }de, * 
5-lfat any time it <hall 
G 
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ſeeme to the company; 
that the Abbeſle eleRQed 
were not iufficient for 
the ſeruice of the Siſters 
& the common goqd F 
the ſame Siſters are 
' bound to chooſe ano. 
ther, (lo ſpeedily as they 
can, according to the 
foreſaid forme. * 
6, | Let her, whois 
MX choſen c6fider,& with 


what acharge $hce hath 
taken ypon her & wha 


th 
Iz 


hee is, to whome $hed & 
muſt render account of ;þ, 
the flock committed td 6 


h-r. * 


C0 


7. f Let her rather ſtrj ge 


M ve to bee Superiour 1 


I 


vertues, & to bee betord th 


: of S. Rule. 75 
y;| others in holy manners 
d| then in her office, * that 
or] ſothefhiters moued with 
$| her example , obey her 
T| more for loue then for 
re _ 
0-| 8, +Let her take heed yy 
&| of particular affeAMtion, 
he leaſt particularity breed 
Scandall ro the commu- 
I nity. * | 
oh! 9, f Let her comfort 
an the deſolare, & bee ths 
ho laſt refuge of the affli- 
Kt Red, leaſt peraduenture 
1 the weake wanting c6- 
if fort , come ta bee ouer- 

| comewith the ſadnes of 
Irt deſpaire, *. 

i 10, f Shee $shall follow 
ord the community in ally 
G 3 


= - 


= . 
# 
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things. principally inthe 
Church , DoQour , Re- | 
feory, & Infirmary, as | 
alſo in her atrire ; & the 
Vicarelſle is likewiſe 
bound to cbſerve the ſa- 
me manner. * | 
T1. | The Abbefle $hall'; 
V aſſemble the Siſters to | 
Ch:pterat leaſt once a | p 
weeke * where :hce} 


ans Fare ac tw coc 


with :he other Siſters | g 

.. are humbly to corfeſſe, | " 

& acknowledge all: hcir| - 

publick offences 6 ne-. F- 

gligences, * | k, 
12, There :1 lc: het] 

conferre w'th all her fi-| » 


ſters of: hoſe things ;hat| th 
are to bee handled tor! 
the good, & decency of | 


the monaſtery , for it 


| hapne:h many times thar 


God reuealeth what is 


beſt -to bee done to the 


leaſt. 


- 13.fNo ereat debt shal 
bee made without the 


common conlenrt of the 
Siſters, In time of mani- 


| feſt neceſſity, & thar 
| sha'l bee done by mea- 
\ nes of their procura- 
| tour, * 


14 f Th2 Abbeſle, and 


; Other Siſters $hall take 
| heed chat they donot re- 


ceine- any thing for 
others to keepe withm 
the Conuent , for often - 


. times by ſuch occaſion 


doth ariſe turbation , & 
G 3 
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PÞ 


Þ 
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ſcandall. * 

15. f All the officers of 
he monaſtery $hall bee 
choſen by the common 
conſent of ailthe Siſters 
for the better conſeruing 


Vnion, * 
& 16, tf In like manner 
Shal: bee choſen at the 


—er——_g their manner 
of life. * 


leaſt eight Siſters of the) 
diſcreeteſft* whoſe coun- 
ſaile the Abbeſſe is f| 
y bound to vie in matters] 


a 17-T The Siſters may; 
& ough;;when they $hal| 
thirke it expedient, and} 

 profitzble, ſome times] 
change the olticers , aud 


of mutua]ll peace and! | 


of S. Clare. 29 
diſcrets, & chooſe others 
in their places. * 


_ — 


Of flence, & of the manner of 


ſpeaking at the ſpeake how- 


ſe: & the grate. 
CHAP. V. 


m__ T Compline x 
vntill Tierce the 


| Siſters $hall keepe Glen- 
| ce, except th: oe , who 


"ob Wit kour the mona- 
ery, * 
2. f They shill awayes 
keepe filence in :he - 
Church , Dortour, & in 
the RefeRory only wile 
les they eate.* In the In- . 
ficmary Þ it is allwayes L 
G 4 


4 
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Jawtull for the Siſter] w 
to ſpeake diſcreetly, for] 5 
th: recreation, & ſeruil to 
ce of :thelik * le 


8 


L'nenerthcl-Nle at all ti. "01 


+ The Siſters may] th 


mes ,& 1 in all pl2ces, brie- ſe 


fl, wich a ſuit yoice lay e 


ſ1is 


Re 


for © 


af © -e-Shs e, without Ii | 


CCN 


the 


thit have lene ro ſpea- 
ke atthz Speakeh uſe] 


1171 
A h> 


tt: 


C 
Firll. f 
4 


h chi 1N2S ASATE necd- 


f It 1s not lavwfulll 


k 


he Siſtersto 7 ſpeake| 


tiheS 5E axe houle , orl 


ce of che AÞbclle, or 
Vicareile * & they 


” © I _ —{cc.Av2 Pf 


{it not ſpe: ke. b:it 1n 
preſence of iw » $t- 
s, Who muſt hcaw 


what is ſp ck<n there. * 
5 + None may preſume 


4 to come to rhcGrate, vn- 


Jelſe : here bee preſent at 


"th: leaſt threetherevnto 
i appointed by !h: Abbeſ-. 
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ſe, orVicareſlſe, of the 


eight diſcreet , who are 
choſenby all ih: Siſters 


for the counſlaile of the 
Abbeſle. * 

6.7 And the Abeſle, & 
Vicarefſe are bound to 
obſerue this manner of 
ſpeaking which Shall 


bee very ſeldomeat the 


Grate * but at the gate 
It 5h .\JI F neuer bee per- 
mitted, * 

7. | And atthe Grate 


there shall bee puta a 


_ 


P 
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cloxh within , whicll xc 
Shall not bee opned, ext ; 
cept whiles a Sermaoniggj( 
made, or whiles thegir 
ſpcake one to another,}ſq 
8.7 Theresh i} bzebe{ 1 
fore the Grate a dordh; 
of wood w-il furnished ye 
with two lock. & bolts yy 
of iron which in » ti 
nigh: principally hail} 
bee locked Ar 1 ww | 
keyes,one of which the| þ 
Abbeſle sh3ll baue , and] 
the Sacriſtane the other? : 
» 9-f The dore 1s to ; 
| bee allwayes shut, ex-} ( 
cept whiles the diuine} | 
office is read, or forthe] + 
[ 
; 


*& 


cauſes 4boue mentio: 
ncd, * 


of S. Clare. 8; 
Ich 10. + None may ſpeak 4 
 exfat the Grate , before the 
Inty viding , or after the fit- 
he) ting ofthe ſun, in what 
ſort ſocuer. * 

rt. | At the Speake- g 
or9 houſe there <hall allwa- 
Kd yes bee a cloath within, 
ty which shall neuer bee 
he taken of. * 
all 12.f No Siſters may 
V0! ſpeake at the Speake- ® 
he] houſe within S. Martina 
d Lent, nor within the 
rf preat Lent, but only to 
of the Prieſt for cauſe of 
-} Confeſſion, or for ſome 
& «ther manifeſt neceſſi- 
© ty * the F which shall - A 
*| bee commited to thediſ- > 


cretion of the Abbedle 
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or her Vicarelle. * 


\ceiu 
—_— | QU 


Hovy the Siſters may not j as 
ceie ary po it [s ;0n by them 
ſelnes or by avy perſon. A 
interpoſed. | gun 
wr 

Cnap, VI. \[lite 

lb Frer thar the Heal3;* 
| the 
ncnly Father bay 
vouch'afed through his di yu 
uine grace to illuminary 3 
my hart, in ſuch ſort, thy. 
by the example , & doEri 
ne of our holy Farher $, 
Francis.1bzgan to do pen- Gh 


nance, a litle 2frer his cot 


: s * /\ CO! 

n2rifon I with my S1:ters c 
. vy qo 0 

did wil'irgly VOWwW Obe- wi 


dience to lim, 


of S. Clare, 3% 
_ 1-53.'The holy Father per- 
ceiuing tha: ee feared no 
Jone: ty.l; ;bour,tribulatio, 
ty:l':y or contempt of his 
 hworl, but that wee eſtee- 
"med heſe as great delights 
becing med with pirty 
"Iwro:e ynto vs a forme of 
\[lite in his manner, 
MEE Coſidering that through 
"thein! pirati0 of God, you 
ij; hive made your ſelues 
id davghters, & handmayds 
þ of the moſt h:gh , & loue- 
; raione King, , & He auenly 
oſFather , & have eſpouſed. 
[your ſelues to the hly 
Ghoſt,c hooling toliue aC- 
cording to the PR 
| of :ho h ly Ghoſpell. I 
will, & Raw Fx by my (elf 
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& my Brothers to have al 
Iwayes oner you adiligen 
& ſpeciall care, as ouer 
them, 

4. The which ho:edili, 
gently performed while 
hee lived on earch, & wil. 
led that it should bee al. 
Iwayes ſulfilled by his Bro. 
thers; 

5. And vnto the end that 


wce should in no time de-/ 
cline from +he moſt holy} 
poverty, which wee had] 


1mbraced, nor thoſe alſo 
who $should ſucceed after 
vs: a lile before his death, 
hee wrote againe to vs his 
laſt will, ſaying in theſe 
words. 


6. 1 licle Brother Francis 


wil 
and 
ſou 
Ch 
ly | 
ver 


En 


_ of '$. Clare. 
ok will fol. cw the life » 
ent and pouerty of our moſt 
uerfoueraigne Lord leſus- 
Chriſt, of his moſt ho- 
il;}ly Mother; & w:l! perſe- 
le|verin the ſame vnto the 
ilend; & 1 beſeech you all 
al.|my daughrers, & Siſters 
ro-/in our Lord Teſus- Chriſt 
& counſaile you, that 
[you will allwayes liue 
Je. in this moſt holy life , 6 
ly] poverty, F & take great 

ad] carethar you never de- 
ſo] part from the ſame 

ex| through the teaching, or 

k, | counſzyle of any one. * 

is 7-Andas] haueallwa- 
{yes bin careful! with my 
Siſters to obſerne the 

s| holyPouerty which wee 


ifs TheRnle 
have promiſed to God, 
& to the holy Father $ 
Francis ; in like manner[vle 
all the Abeſſes:thit hall 
ſucceed mce in: he cflicel. 
& the Siſters that aretgſ/#f 
y come are} bound to ob-] 
ſerue it jnutolably to he 
end: that is. Not to na- 
ue,or receive pclſcilios, 
or propriety , either by y 
themlelues, or ary 1 het) 
perſon interpoſed : nocÞel 
ary thirg that may righſ 
tly bee c:llcd propriety, the 
beſides onli a litle groudF<t 
which neceſſity dothrefl 
quire forthe decency, &Þ<* 
| renouation of the Mo + 
| naſte.y, & this ground} of 
chal not bee tilled otharÞ'"t 
wil lene 


ef $. Clare. 89 
iſe then a ga: den forthe 
vſeof ihe Sill ers, * 


ll}. = 


> _—_—— 


7he manner that the Siſtei's 
'S & shall obſerne in their 


he manuall Yyoi kes. 
a Cnap. VII. 


bye? He Siſters on 
or whome God hath 
orbeſtewed the guift of 
hl vorkin? Þ $h-1] imploy x 
, themiclues ſairhfully, & 
;(dcuoutly after Tierce in 
«fell ſuch workes as ap- 
glperteine ro the decency 
aff ;h2 Monaſte y, & c6- 
" on g2od, in ſuch ſore 
hr on he one f16e 11 
«flcnetle b:e expclled , 

H 


| 
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- which is an enemy ofthe, 
ſoule : and on ihe, © her 
th. y doe not quench he 
ſpirit of deuotion., & of 
holy. prayer vnto which 
all temporall . things} — 
ought to ſerue.*. . |, 

2. And the Siſters hall 
bee bound F to declare 
\ In Chapter, to their Ab- 

beſſe , or her Vicareſſ, 
before the company,hat! 
which they have wrouw-|, . 
ht with heir hands, *| 
M1 3- | Let the fame bee{yhj 
done, if any ſend almeth+ 
for the neceſli:y of the any 
Siſters vnto the end, TT 
that in comms they maphjq ; 
recommend them toGodfyr 


&:hcy shal bee diſtubwſhy 


of $ Clare. OL 
| ted forthe good of the c6- 
'| munity by the Abbciſe or 
| her Vicarelſe with the 
| counſaile of the diſcret. * 


—_— —_ — 
$ b 7 


| Hovy the Siſters 5hall not ap 
. propriare any thing to them 
ſelues, & of the fi kh Sin 
4 ſters. 
; Cnapr. VIII. 
Us * $6 apo Siſters shall Þ 
appropriate -no- 
cc) th themſelues,nei- 
tlther houſe,nor plac? nor 
any thing , but shall bee 
"has vilorimes. & ſtrangers: 
Þn this world, ſeruing; 


four Lord in Pouerty , SC 
#} Humility, * 


22 3 
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2 Letth-mſend for al-|lbt 
mes wich creat confide:adt 
ce, f neither ouch: theyit- 
tobeeachimed href, [thi 

_ Jeeing our Sauiour wasſthe 
oore for th-l1:ne of v}leſ 
In this world, * I * 
3. This is he height for 
ofthe moſ? h - h Pover|let 
ty, the which ha h made| or 
you ( ny moſt deerely} of 
beloved Siſters ) heires} -h> 
& Queenes of the King} Ab 
dome of Heaven : hath} ar' 
made you poore in tem: be! 
porall commodities, and} or: 
exalted you in vertues] 5 
Let this bee.your portid ſen 
which dothlead intothe} pr 
xt land of the liuing : | 0! | 
to which ( deerely be 
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l:]bred Siſters } wholly 


q adhearing dc you NEUCF 
yat any time pollefle any 


of, [thing vnder Heauen for 


1z]the name of our- Lord. : 


v/leſus- Chriſt, * 


4. t It is not lawfull g 


hf for any Siſter to ſend 


r-| letters, or to receiue any 


r 

Je] or to giue any thing out | 
yl of the monaſtery yit- 

6 hout 'the conſent of the 

 Abbeſſe,* nor f to hane 


J 
þ arythino which heAb- Þ, 
3 beſſe ha h not permitted 


or given her. * 

5. if vnto ary Siſter bee 
ſent any thirg from her - 
| parents -, or from any. 

0 her f The Abelle miy x 
$lus it her, & shce may” 


| o4 The Rale 
| vſcit, if shee hane neeg{joll 

| of it : if not the Abbeſſsſfor 
| may giue it in charity to|Þou 
| any other Siſter , whoſe! 
| M hath need of it * If F yn, as 
| toary one bee ſent mo-ued 
| ney,let the Abbeſſe with\we 
| counſaileof the diſcreet| 5 
 prouide herofthingsne|ly. 
ceſlary. * ot 

E  - 6 + The Abbeſſ i;)if 
| * ftrietly bound carefully}& 
| to ſearchout by herſelf] 0 
| orothers the neceſſities} M! 
|. of :helick Siſters,aswell} * 
for counſaile about their} 12! 
remecy., as for meate &|"! 
her thirgs neceſlary,*} 7 
-7,And charitabiy , and:|F 

mercifully. prouide. for: & 
them, accordingito ihe: 


of S. Clare; 95: 
e4jpoſſibili:y. of the place: | 
ſeffor ajl the Siſters are 
tolbound ro prouide,G& ſer... 
jverheir bck Siſter, even 
nas they would bee fer. 
»fted, if they themſclues. 

þ lwere fick. 

| 8.4 And let them free-,, 
a [ly declare the one to the. * 
other their neceſlity: for; 

; if atrue mother doloue, 
y.j& nourich her carnall 
[daughter , with how. 

| much greater diligence, 

14 & care ought a Siſterto. 

- | loue, & nouri:h her | pi-- 

, | rituall Siſter, * | 

| 9.7 The lick shalllye-, 
| Veon beddes: of chaffe, wy 
.|% have vnder their: 
: | krads a. pillow of fea» 


2 


95 The Rue & 
L thers * 54 Thoſe whit 


& bee preſent, J« :hall not! 


To enter the ſveake to : h»ſe 
cloyfter te. » h 
vifir the Fx {AT Enter Ine 


Is ſorbiiden Monaſtery » OX- 
by the Cou, . ho 4 
of Trent.cx cept IN {Nc PICs 


cg "y ſence of two of be 
wo *'Y he diſcreet $h 


tiang and : 
Ghoſt'y Fa- {ters, appoinCted 


thers, by (he Abbclse, 


haue need may vie ſoc 2! 
kes, & quilts. *An 


10. The foreſ. yd Gf 
whench y are viſited - 
mal 


thoſe who enter into the 


- Monaſte:y 4 may an — 


ſweare briefly vnto tho|, 
ſe who ſpeake to them; f 
wi:h good, & edihicato. _ 
ry word; * :h2 other $i-| * 
ſters who hue leaueto| 


I . 


or | 


""efs.0tin: WY 
hot Vicareſſe , who muſt | 
\eare the things ſpoke) 
FAad the Abbeſle,& Vi- 
-pfareſſe fare bound them 5, 
clues fo obſerue this 
þ-[nanner of ſpeaking, * | 
Ne ES 


| of Pennance to- bee enloyned 
mn, ; | 
* the Siſters,that offend: & of 


the manner of dealing 


\ ) 


: «broad the Monaj aw 
: That. I. 

1 | 
| F any Siſterby inſtiga2 

| tionbfihe enemy, fin--. 


forme of her profeſſion, & 
beeing admonishsd tlie» 
| 5 | | | 

preoftwozor three times by 
4 the Abbeiſe or other $1+- 
| 


"Ine mortally againſt the © 
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| ters, doe not amend: 
many dayes as shee hat 
continued obſtinate 
& contumacious,, f ſon 
ny dayes shall shee ay 
bread, & water on th 
ground before all th 
Siſters in the Refe& 
.and endure greater pt! 

| nance if the Abeffe thi 
kegood. * In the meant 
time, that hee is thi 
obſtinate, and contum 
2 Cious. f Let prayer by 
made, that it will plea 

| God to agus: be 
i . - * hartto pennance.* 
'2. The Abbeſſe ,&$; 
Ners $hall bee careful} 
that they bee not angry 
or troubled at the offes 
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:# ces of their Siſters , for 
if anger , & perturbation 
<A doth hinder charity in 
y themſelucs , & others, 
ea; 3.4 Ifit happen(which M 
th God forbid ) that there 
| ariſe between the Siſters 
in word , or (igne any 
contention or {candall, 
id Jether who gaue theoc- 
at! caſton, preſently before 
U she&e offer to God the ſa- 
| crifice ofPrayer,proſtra- 
4 te: her ſelf before the 
a others: feete , not: only; 
f aking pardon but Alſo 
| intreating her deuoutly, 
* that shee 'will pray to. 
{ our Saujour for her,that. 
jy itmay pleaſchimto fore 
T yi her, © 
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M 4. f Let the other thy 
beeing mindfull of thi 
words of our Sauionyt 
( who ſaith. If yondy 
not forgine with you 
whole hart, your heaut 
ly Father shali not for 
giue you, ) freely forgi 
ue her Siſter all the inin 
ry, which shee may hi 
ve done her. * ©. 


M$. Let the Siſters wh 
ſerue with outthe Mo: 
naſtery ſtay no long 
out,then manifeſt necel 
fity doth require. * | 

6.Let them goe mode|- 


tly,& ſpeake litle, to thi} r* 


end, that they who ſet 
them may bee edified by 


, _ 
tf --—IQEM. They Shall taks} 
: + *- 7 £ Po , : 
JL" /. — Ro | 5 
F ? ” \ of 


{uſp 


4 


4 


Goc 


MC 
h2 
tel 


| of + S. Rule. 10r 
kd heed, that they k-epeno Þ 
woſpeRed company , or 
Wkllowship with any one 
4.1And that they bee not 
God Mothers to any 
y21mans child, ſonne , or 
* daughter, leaſt thereby 
oi <-uld ariſe any occa- 
» [hon of ſcandall, or per- 
j,]furbation. bs 
| 5.f They shall not pre- 
Hume to relate in the ; 
monaſtery any newes 
'Thzatd in the world, nor 
p[tell, in the world any 
:| thing that is done orſaid 
ku the Monaſtery , thro- 
| ugh which may ariſe any 


ſcandall * wherin if any 


'} offend through ignoran- 
cf the Abbeſle shall x 
| | y 
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charitably-enioyne her pk. 
nance according to her of, 


fence , by counſaile of the 


ez 7: £0 


ori 


yen! 
wil 
Nel 


. \þe| 


— 


. ſtation of the Siſters, * 
Cnap. X. 


of Boe 7 the Abbeſſe 
M. A—yifit, & admonish 


Z Hit en AK 
Of the A dmonishment, &-Vi\ ſer 


her Siſters humbly, an 
corre them charitably 
not cemmaunding a 
thing contrary to..thei 
ſoules good, nor againſ 
the forme of their pro 
felſion, * wy 

2. | Let the Siſters bet 


=. mindfull . that for: th 


M 


fc 


' b 


fi 


] 
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r pe4lone of God they hane 
r oflenounced their owne 
thewill * & are f firmely 
\. boynd to-obey their Ab- bet 
 þeſſe in all things , that 
they haue vowed to ob- 
\ſerue, & which are not 
*|contrary to their profeſ- 
fion, * 7 


. 3.fLet the Abbeſle bee 


ld 


L 


ly miſtreſſe with the maid, 
j forthe Abbeſſe ought to. 
i bee ſeruant to all the-Si- 


0 4-+I admonish,, & ex- xc 
| hort my Siſters inChrilt 
d leſus our Lord, that they 
ed takoneed of pride,vaine 


I 4 


pron 
glory , enuy , &coues: 
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touſneſſe that they fly 
care, & folicitude of the 
world, detraQion, mur. 
muration,& diſſention,* 
ac 5- | Let them allwayes 
" bee ſollicitous to con- 
ſerue the vnion of Cha. 
rity , which is the band 
of perfeRion. They that 
hane not learning , let 
them not tak? care to 
Jearne, but conſider tht 
aboue all things they 
ought to defire to haue 
the ſpirit ofour Lord, & 
the holy operation the- 
reof., & allwayes to pray 


to our Lord yith a purs. 


hart, to haue humility, 
& patience in ſicknelle, 


| open Cell without ado- 


of $. Clare. _ To9 
& tribulation to loue tho. 
ſe who perſecute , repre- 
hend, & chaſtize them: for 
our Lord ſaith. Blelſed are 
they who ſuffer perſecu. 
tion for. iuſtice , for theirs 


-| 1s the kingdome of heauen 


& they that perſeuer tothe 
end, shall bee ſaucd, * 


a 


Of the anety of the Portreſſe. 
Cnaye. Xl, 


1." Hz f Portrefſe a 
'Shall bee of con- 

venient age, diſcreet, 8& 

of mature manners; and 


| *hall keepe her reſiden- 


inthe day time in an 
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're, & haue ahit.compa: i 
nion, who-as need requi. | me 
reth in_ all things may ga 
ſupply-her: Office.* | 
A 2. + The doore £$hall ce 
haue two ſides opening| ce 
.1n the middeſt, furnis-| Þ; 
hed with two ſtrong| or 
locks .&- dinerſe iron| C 
barres, & bolts: In the] 6 
night paincipally it shal| 4 

' bee locked with-.two| Þ: 
keyes,of which the Por- 
trefſe shall haue one, & 
"the Abbefle the: other, 
Ir the day it shall not 
bee leaſt locſe, but all- 
wayes bee looked with 
one key, & they shall tx 
ke diligent care that it 
neuer ſtand apen,ſonec- 
Ic as may bee. * 


, eee. 4 = of &A we RV©@© 


| -3.fTheSiſters hall let& 
none enter into the Mo- . 


of S.C lire. W 09 


«| They Shall 'by no » 


meanes open the! Fernifon 
gatero thoſewho given by the 
would enter, ex- Popes haue 
te » | fince bin re- 
cept they haue li- catted', by 
cence from the mary Apo- 
7 (pn RATE \» ftolicall con- 
Popes Holineſ ©, ſticutions {ſo 
or from the-Lord —_ BY 

. Oo - 
Cardinall Prote- teq ws any 


Qour, * þ . - perſon . of 
vvhatſoeuer 


tace; or condition to enter inrothe 


houſe by vyertug of the ſaid permil- 
ſions, | PB. 


naſtery before the riſing, © 


or-after the ſetting of. 


the ſunne : neither shall-- 
they-permitt any tore ;- 
maine within the Monas 

liery after ſun ett ex: | 
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cept for manifeſt, reaſonz- 
ble , & incuitable cauſe, * 

4. If any Bishop haug 
If notvvich [eaue to lay Maſ. 


ſtanding. be» , Ay. 
re afrer any f© wthin either 


ene ahal ob- for the denedi. 
em . 4 
miſlian F:Rion of the Ab, 


enter intothe eſſe \ or tocon- 
mult preſcar IECratE any Nell. 


them clues g10QUsS , or for any 
to the ordi-- h Wa 
nary , & ob- OtNCr vErl 1mp@r- 


ſcrue punc- tant affiyre T hee 


| - 
_— © & $Shall at thatti- 


| Thich hep me bee content 
.  Forgtherli- followers, tho- 
ſes perinie. 1E who aredecet® 
ted: by the Couns: It þelongeth to 


the Bishop, or his Vicar ro giue them, 


albecie. the monaſtery have anCther 
proreftopur; & her bce a Card, as the 
Councell ayth . | 


l 
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'| 6. Andwhen it is need- 


full that any doe enter 
into the Cloiſter for to 
dot any worke f the aa 

Abbeſſe shall carefully 
zppoitit-one at the gate, 
who shall let only thoſe 
entet, who are_appoin- 
&ed to doe the worke ® 
i & let the Siſters take _ 
heed that they bee not** 
ſeen of thoſe who enter, . 
into the Monaſtery, * . 


RE 


| Of the V ifitour , & Chaplin, 4 
Cunap. X It." *... 


1X7 Our 7 Viſtour & ; 
; Shall bee allwayes 
ef the Ocder of the Friars 
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the will & commaund. 
men of your Cardinall+ 

4 + & $ha!l bee ſucha 

ene 268 Is well knowne 


to bee modeſt of man|. 


Minors ,' accerding to| 


ners, whoſe office is to 
reforme, as well inthe 


4 


head,asin the members, uo 
the exceſſes committed| th 
- againſt: the forme: off Ic 
our profeſſion. * | $. 


This Chap >, Who: being in| Cl: 


ſpeaxeth of 


the Siſters a Open place, to; of 
vrho bee © theend, that het) 25 


lubie& vato : 
regulars ' ; May bee ſeene'o 
vyho no- | 
tyvith ftan- the others. - 
divg muſt bee viſited by the Bishe 
in.matters concerning incloſure. T! 
that bee ſubic& to the. Bichop 
bee viſited by him , or his Views 
vycll in vyyhart concerneth in cloſicy 
as in yyhat belongeth to diſcipline, 
obſcruance. 


he 
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to| 3: Hee may ſpeake vnto 
d:] many, 6 vnito each in'par- 
+| ticular: of thoſe things, 
20] which appertaine to the 
| office of Viſitation & of 
n-| thoſe things , which $hall 
to] ſeeme vnto him expedient. 
1d 4; Wee require the fa- 
s| uour of the ſame order; 
d through'the charity of our 
off Lord,8 of our holy Father 
[ $. Francis-Wſe to haue a * 
a Chaplaine who is a Prieft, 
; of ay name , & diſcreet, 


4% a5allo two lay Brothers.of 
if} holy couerſation, & louers 
of modeſty, to aſl ſt vs:in 
our Ponerty , as wee hiue 
hetherto', had of cheFriars 
Minors.” | | 


$7 The Chaplaine may 


SECS. Dn 
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& not enter into the Cin: 

uct, wi: hout his compg|** 

Nion,& entringthey hi $$ 
- bee in an open place chaſe” 
they may bee ſeene'd 
Chg: other as alſo of the fo 
" Sifters; *® |Gatr 


This. forme ,, 6 f T bb 

of Yifitation " T hey m2 Toſh 
13 that vvhich is preſcribed 'by ch! 

Coun. of Trent; & diverſe declaratic Ito « 

& anſyycares , as vyell of congregs orat 

: 

dinj 


tions, at of the'la « Coune & Bizhop 
Appoin&ecd for the affayres of regi 
lars. The ProteAquyx :is not yyont 
_ it, & all beeir hee should haw he 
, notyvithtaodiog rhe authotiry t 
Jonernazenr, & of giu ing licencesre| a1 
maineth allvyayes in the ordinary, a 
that is the Bishop or his Vicar,or thi 
regular Prelate , vyho is of the fare} Fro 
order according as the Siſters , & the & 
monaſteries shall bee ſubicR for yyhit 


Concerneth gouernment. Cat 
enter to confeſſe the fick " 
e 


that cannot goe vnto the 
Grate, 


of S, Clare. ts 
"[(rate , to giue them the 


3. Sacrament , & extrea- 


Ine VoRion.to readethe 
"recommendations ofthe 


y foule , when they are in 


" 
f 


anger of death , to ce- 
\[kebrarethe Maſſe, & :he 


elerauc may enter other 
modeſt perſons, accor- 
w/ding to the diſcretion of - 


"le Abbeſſe. + Further 


n more the Siſters -are * 


q 


qt 


C 


ted by our holy Father 
| K 


bound to haue for their 
ProteRour,Gouernour, 
& Reformer one of the 
Cardinalls of the holy 


; [Rothan Church, the ſa- 


he that 5h all bes ordat- 


"Noflices of the dead*J+ & LE 
to digge  & open the 
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the Pope , for the- Friarj| fe 
Minors : that beeing all.| | 
wayes ſubie&-viider the] 
feete of the ſame holy Ro. 
man Church , Redfaſt in 
the Catholick faith , wet 
may obſerue'the holy pd: 
uerty , & humility 'of 0 
Lord leſus+Chriſt; 8 hi 
holy Mother, & the hol 
Ghoſpell, which wee hau 
vowed. * Amen. 


Here -endeth the Rule of 
poore Sifters dated at Per 
ſe the- fxth uf Septenibn, 
the tenth yeare of the Pop 
dome of our holy Father Po 

Innocent the fourth, 


of S. Clare. 7 
arÞ| fere followveth the reſt of the 
l.| Bull for the confirmation 
theſ > + of the Rule. - WD 
Herfore Ict hot any 
| erſon violate, or di- 
fee annull thisour. Letter, and . 
pd Bull of Confirmation , or 
by frolish bouldnefſe con- 
hi vadigie: the which ifany 
ol] one preſume to doe, let 
ue him know that hee doth 
| | incurre the indignation of 
Almighty God , & of his 
| holy Apoſtles. Peter and 
14 $.Paul; Dated at Aſſie,the 
"| ninth day of Auguſt , the ' 
cleuenth'ycare of our Po- | 
pedome, 
| Laus:Deo,Beate Marix ſem- 
per V ireinz , Beato Franciſco, 
'| *que Beate Clara. Amen. 
RK 2 
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ml —_—— 


H a beginneth the Teftamat 
of onr holy Mother ſainft. 
Clare. 


In noMINE doMtnf, 
Amen. 


MoncsrT all; 
other benefittes, 
| which wee haut 


r<ccyucd of our bountifull 
benefaQour the King of 
mercies, & daily receiue 
ofhim for which weearc 
molt bound to prayſe him 


is our Vocation:: he which! 


by how much it is more 
perfe&. and great, by {0 
much are wee more obli- 
ged vnto himcThe Apoſtle 


of $.Claye. its: 


F fyth : Acknovvledee yout-- 


weation ; God hath himſel» - 
fe made a way, 'the which .. 


-[ hee shewed by word and 
example , & our holy Fa- . | 


ther $. Fraricis a moſt per-- 
fe& louer & follower of. 


the ſame way, hathtaught 

It vs. Wherfote my beloued 
Siſters, wee ouphttomar- 
ketheineſtimable benefit - : 
whichGod hath beſtowed. | 
vn vs among others, &hath 
youchſafed to. wotke-in 
vsthrough his ſeruant,onr 
holy Fa. S.Francis,not on- 


| ly fince our connerfion, but 


alſo before; when yet wee 
were in captiuity & vanity . 
of the world. For after his . 
conuerlion (not hauing as - 
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yet any Brothers ) beeing | 


ts repayre to S, Damiany 


j Church ; where hee-wyy 


viſited with diuine conſoi 


lations. ; -& conſtrayneq| bot 
wholy to abandon the| w 
world , filled with ioy and] 1 
il[nmination of the holy] « 


Ghoſt , hee prophelſyed of 
vs, thit which our Lord 
hath afterward fulfilled. 


For ſtanding on the'walls 


of the' ſayd Church, hee 
called with a loud voice in 
the French tongue on ſome 
poore folks , who thetby 


did dwell, ſaying : come 
help mee in thisChurth of | 
S. Damian, for there «hill'| 
come women by whole | 
good life & ho'y conuerls 


| bounty of God towar 


of S. Clare; 1:t 


| jon ; our heatenly Father” 


zhall bee honoured'in his" 


| whole Church." Wherin' 


wee may iarke the . we fp 

SYS, - 
who out of his aboundant : 
mercy '& charity did'vou-* 


| chlafe to *prophelſy theſe.” 


things by his ſeruant , of 
our 'yocation & eleEion: ' 
& not only of vs did our' 
holy Father foretell theſe 
thinges, but alſo of thoſe' 
who 'hercafter shall-bee 
partakers of the vocation 
which our Lord hathical- 
led vs vnto. With what cae - 


| reof ſoyle & body arewee 


BC ice direc; Ia a. A. 8. ___ 


then bound to keep the 


| commaundements of God, 


and of qur -holy Father $. 


- . " 


2 
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Francis; to the end thy 


with the grace of God,wel\,, 


Ba 
rM 


may repay him his talent|\,., 


multiplyed & increaſed 


ly placed vs as an examyle 
& patterne for the ſecular, 
dut particulerly for all our 


 Neyther hath ourLord on- os 


00 
whe 
akte 


Siſters whome hee 5$hall|;,. 


cal vnto onr courſe of life; 
thar they alſo may bee 4 
mirrhour & exarhple vnt6 


thoſewho are inthe world gr 


Secing then-our Lord 
God hath honoured 'vs; 
with ſo high a vocation at: 
to ſerue for a patterne vi-! 
to thoſe, who ought to bee? 
an example vnto others, 
how much are wee bound? 
16 bleſſe & prayſe our Lotd: 


life 
Fat 
thr 


_Go% 


of $.Claye, at 
|[bad, & in well doing to 
Tt] gmayoethe more comfor- 
Veſed in him, Wherfore if 
t\yeelive piouſtyaccording 
Mio: the forme aboue men- 
E[yoned , wee chall leaue 
le good example vnto thoſe 
tlyho hall follow vs, and 
;fter Short Iabours:receiue 
the reward of: euerlaſting 
Ellife. When ouc heauenly 
tFathen had vauchſafed 
01:krough his great mercy. & 
Fe, to. illuminate. my 
batt, in ſuch. ſort that 
through the example and 
caching of ourholyFather 
"13.Francis | began to dog 
X penance: a litle after his 
' [nyerfion. ; 1 with a' fer 
i liters whome our Lord 

| wy 
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ioyned ynto me,a litleaft@] yy 


my. conuerfion , willingly 


. S. Francis then markin | 
that. though wee were ajthe 
cording to the body wel 


& tender,yet were weed hi 
diſmayed with any necemy 
ſity, pouerty,labour,triblf ſq, 
lation or contempt of tit 
world, but that wee eltet ſay 
med all thoſe things | 
great pleaſures, as heelu 
proued by the exampled| 
his Brothers, hee reioycl| 
in our Lord, and moutl! & 


|. of S.Clare: 125. 
a iwardsvs with great'cha- 
oMliey > hee bound: himſelfe 
ft his. Brothers: to --haue 
Willwayes ouer vs a ſpeciall 
W&diligent care. Wee went: 
Wzlfo by the will of God, & 
of ourholy Father S.Fran- 
cis, towardes the Church 
iff ſaint Damian to dwell 
9here ; ſoone after which 
edſtyme. our Lord through 
his great mercy and grace 
a multiplyed vs in number, 
bil ſo that then was fulfilled 
tl thit which our Lord had 
i fayd by his Setuant : for 
'f] wee dwelt before in ano- 
i ther place. | 
N A litle-after hee wrote 
ll yato vs this forme of life, 
I &-principally that wee 
| he i 
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Should pevſeuere in thiy] fl 
moſt hofy panerty. Nei. Ch 
ther was it ſufficient vinyl ie 
him, thav hee admonishe| 
vs thereunto inhis life by of 
mapy: ſermons & exhorts|#s 
tions to move vs' to'th 
loue & obſeruance of thy '* 


liuing in this world a 1 
never leane it; which ally 

our holy Father S. Fy fer 
with his Brothers did ho 
zour & obferue during ly ©** 
life. Wherefore, I Chats 


WJ 
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ks] fruaat and -handmaid of 
le] Chriſt ,,&- of the poore Si- 
1g] ders of $. Dam1iZ, although 
vl worthy , the litle Plant 

of our holy Father $-Fran- 
+4\(is, confidering this with 
ſy my other Siſters, & togea- 
4d ther th? bighnes of our 
il Profeſſion made vnto-fuch 
xi[aFacher,fearing our owne 
{frailty ,- 8 of others afrer 
wItie death of our holy: Fa- 
\c}ther , who next vnro God 
| Yas-our pillar & comfort 
yl 2gaine& againe bind my= 
[ſelfe vnto. the holy Lady 
| foverty.3-to 'the end that 
+] the Siſters which now are; 


i. 
1 +h.ll come after my 
i 


death , may by no meanes 
g {line from he (awe. 
Git © 


——_ 
. 
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- This Pouerty I hane all] jol 
wayes byn carefull,( wiik| pe 
the. grace of Gad.) to.ob| nal 
ſerue, & to cauſe it to bx to: 
obſerued, & for mote ſecs] M; 
rity [ hayemade profeſſi 
therof, ynto our holy F+ 
ther -Pope Innocent th 
fourth, in whoſe time we 
began, & haiie renewed; 
to his ſucceſ(ſours: that 
no meanes & 1n.notim 
wee should decline fro 
this holy Pouerty, whi 
wee haue yowed ynto Gat 
& vnto S. Francis, - 
Wherfore,l bowingth 
knee , both: of my injyar 


mility commend ynto the 


c 
h 
& outward man, in all be d 
0 
Church of Rome, ynto ot 


of S. Clare. 129 - 

| joly Father the Pope, and 
tb] pecially vnto the Cardi- 
[rall,vynto whoſe prote&is 
to geather with the Friars 
Minors wee are commirt- 
i] ted , that for'the-loue of 
| God who was borne with 
« great pouerty in the crib- 
| be , liued poorely in this 
 world,& dyed poorcly on 
the Crofle, they will pre- 


ſerue this lirle flocke -* 


which God theFather hath 
gayned in his Church, by 
the words & examples of 
our holy Father S.Erancis: 
cauſingthem to follow the 
humility & poverty of his 
deerly beloued Sonne, and 
of his holy Mother, 8 ma- 
king the noly pouerty to 

L 4 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


: 
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S, Francis , & to the wholl 
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bee obſerued , which ww 
haue promiſed vnto God, 
&yvnto S.Francis,& ftreng, 
thening them to obſerux 
It. | 

And as God gaue vnt 
vs our holy Father S.Fran- 
cis for our founder & hel. 
per in the ſeraice of God, 
& in thoſe things which 
wee vowed ynto God,and 


i vnto him to obſerue, & as 


hee was carefull whiles 
hee lined to water vs his 
litle Plants, by word and 
example : ſol commend,& 
leane my Siſters, as well 
tnoſe who are already, as 
thoſe who hereafter $hall 
bee,vnto the Succeſſour of 


—_ 
Oy 
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Religion : that they will 
illwais help vs to proteed 
Fom better to better , to 
ſerve God, & accomplish 
& obſerue the holy Pouer- 


ty, If it shall happen at any 


-| time thit the ſayd Sifttrs 
-| hould leave their 'coun- 
[treyor Citty, to goe to 2n 


other , thcy are firmely 
bound after my death, in 
what place ſoener they 
xe, to obſerue the holy 
Porerty which they kaue 
vowed vnto God , & vnto 
$, Francis. 

Thoſe whe shall bee in 
office, as-alſo the other Si- 
fters hall bee carefull that 
they Teceine no more 
fronnd,then Extreame Nc+ 
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ceſſity doth require , as4 
garden for help vnto their 
reliefe; & if for the defence 
or decency of the Cloyſter 
it were needful to hane 
more ground , they hall 
take but only whar is ne. 
cellary, in whichthey may 
not plough nor ſow. I ad- 
moni$h you all my Siſters, 
 whoare, & shall bee, that 
you -labour to follow the 
way of Gmplicity humility 
& Pouerty: & alſo the mo- 
deſty of holy conuerſation 
as vee in the beginning of 
our couerſion, were taught 
of Chriſt , & of our hol 
Father Sain& Francis; (0 


that not through our me&- 


rits, but through the mercy 


Pg —— x M© Ta uu wa 


wes © © 


» 
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if the liberall gtuer , the 
Father of mercies may 
ſpread abroad the odour 
of our good name, as well 
amonglt thoſe who are far 
of, as amovgt thoſe who 
are necre. TEN 
And for the charity of 
our Lord [eſus, keep vnion 
of loue.The charity which 
you haue inwardly, Shew 
it outwardly by workes, 
to the end that through 


your example , the Siſters 


which are called vnto 


your profeſſion, may. in- 


creaſe in the loue of God 
& mutuall chafity. Alſo L 
pray all thoſe , who $hall 


ff bee choſen to beare offices 


among the. Sitters, that 
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W - they will ſtudy to exrel 
the others, rather in ver. 
tue & modeſt conuerky 
tion, then in authority & 
office, that ſo by theire 
ple,the Siſters which uy 


called vnto Religion bs, 


fore them may bee moued 
to obey them , not only in 
reſpe& of their office , but 
for loue. Lo 

The Abbefſe muſt bee 
carefuU8diſcreet towards 
her Siſters as.a good Mo- 
theris towardes her chil: 
dren. Shee tmuiſt carefully 


If provide for- every ont ac- 
|} <ofrding to their neceſſity, 


| of the almes which it shall 
if pleaſe God to ſend her, 
She muſt alſo bee ſo ſweet 
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{]pfamiliar to all , that the 
ver fifters may wit chout feare 
or doubt declare to het 
treir neceſſities , &: haue 
confidently recourſe ynto 
her. 

- When the Abbeſſe & ihe 
liſters sh]l thinke any 
"| thing necef{ary, let: h- Si- 
flers which are ſubie@ re 
member , that for : he loue 
of God they haue renoun. 
ced their owne w:lls:whes 
refore I will, that they 
obcy their Mother, asthey 
have of their owne accord 
vowed vnto God to doe, 
tothe end that their Mos 
ther ſeeing the humility, 
charity, & vnion which 
theyhaue vnto ech other, 
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| mayeaſily beare the char 
which shee hath through 
her office. Which becauſe 
it is heauy: & bitter they 
muſt through their holy 
conuerſation , ſeeke. ty 
turne it info ſweetnes: & 
ſeeing the way is narrow 
& the gate ſtrait, which 


leadeih vnto life, & few] 


there are which walke in 
it, & few that therin per 
ſener , bleſſed - are thoſe 
which hanue received the 
orace to walkein it, & to 


perſeuere therin vnto. the 


end. 
. . Wherfore let vs bee cx: 
refull, ſeing wee bee &- 
tred inthe way of qurLonl 
that by our fault & neglt- 
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rence wee doe not fall 
fom the ſame, commir,nor 
do iniury vnto our Lord, 
vnto his B. mother the 
Glorious Virgin Mary , 
vntoour holyFather ſain& 
Francis, vato the trium- 
xhant, & militant Church 
for it is written , Curſed 
are thoſe who decline frs 
commaundements. 

To obtayne this grace T 
bow my knee vnto the 
Heauenly Father, through 
the merits of our Lod le- 
ſus, & of his B. Mother , of 
our holy Father S. Francis, 
& of all the Saints, that it 
will pleaſe his divine Ma- 
leſly , who hath giuen a 
good behinning, to grant 
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grace alſo, that it mayanyg: 


feuer even: vntil death, 


Deerly beloued Siſten,| 


preſent & to; come, thy 
you may: the better perſs 


yere in your vocation, 


teaue vnte you this wb, 


tingin token. of our Lord 
benediGion of. eur hol 
Father &Francis,& of met 
yaur Mother 6 Servant. 


 Hegre endeth the Teſluntl 
of eurtholy Mathes , tHe glariai 
Fir go Saint Claves 
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CO Neore beggnneth: on holy: Mod 

>] #1 S;, Clares BenediGion\ 

nto-her Sifters, pre- 
fent: & to comes 


11» THE NAME Ott 
n the Father , & of tha: 
")| Sonne, & of the holy: 

" Ghoſt Amen. FORE 


Y deerly-beloned' $1 
bs Maes. our Lotd' give 
" you his holy BenediQtion, 
& behold you with:the 
[Fe of his mercy, & giue; 
you his peace: as alſo yn- 
toall thoſe, who shall en-- 
ter & perſeuer in this our 
[Colledge& Monaſtery; 64 

M 
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fl wvntoall other ofthe Order bet 
who <$hall perſener vntoljj | 
the end'in this holy Pouerſs 

ty. I Clare, ſeruant of 1 [er 
ſus- Chriſt, & litle plant$ai 
of our holy Father S.Franne6 
cis, your Mother & Siſter]my 
al:hough' vuworthy,. deeabl 
beſtech our Lord Teſusabl 
Chriſt that i hroughthein|wh 
terceſſion of his moſt holy me 
Mother,of the holy Archif {el 
geli S. Michael, & of alf bo 
the holy Angells , of ou wi 
holy Father S. Francis, M 
ofthe holy Saints , it will 4b 
pleale him to-giue & con| < 
frme in you this Benedief w: 
tion in heauen & in'carth] yo 
In ear: bi by mulciplyingit] ft; 
you , graccs & vertucs, il] to 
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&erfis fmilitit Church amsg(t 

itoſlis feru ants. .In heaven in 

eÞltis triumphant Church, 
le-ſrlevating you amongſt his 
ant[$aints.. I giue you my. Be- 
apjne&ion in my life ,, &afrer 
ering death , in all thatt am 
le able., and more then lam. 
us able; with all:he Bleſſings 
| wherwith the Father of 
oy mercies hath, or shall bleſ- 
bay ſehis ſpirituall Children 
alf boch in heauen & ear: hzor 
uf wherewith the Spirituall 
& Mother doth , or shall bee 
ill able tobleſſe her ſpirituall 
»þ children, Amen. Bee al. 

& waies lovers of God, 6 
b| your ſoules, & of your Si 

I] ſters : bee allwats carefull 
tf to keep that you haue 
M 2 
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vowed. And our Lord iy 
allwayes with ybu,& you 


with kim. Amen. 


The Bull of Pope Inv, - 
the Fourth, as the inſienop 


wr hely Mother Saint} Cling 


ts remit the Graunt madly 


Pope: Grezory-the ninth, © 


| 
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| hut the Relzgious may norbes 
conflrayned to receine 


| - Rents, ov Poſſeſbions, 
in, P fromrocns Bishop; 


Seruant of the Seruſts 
'| @ of God, vnto hi s-deetw 
lybeloued daughters and! 


|kndmaidsof Teſus Chriſty, - 


| Ehre Abbeſſe, 8 vito:the 
ether Siſters of the Monta- 
erp of S. Damian at Aſc 
fiſe, as well preſent as tex 
come, health & Apoſtoli- 
call BenediGtion, Seeing 16 
is manifeſt that yow haue 
fold all your goods to be- 
tow them on the poore, 
| the better to. renounce the 


—yy 
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| thonghts & deſires often: 
porall things ; defiringtg 
bee dedicated wholy vn 
God, & that you have ahi. 
me reſolution, not to hold, 
in what ſort ſoeue , ary 
poſſeſſions, or immoutx: 
ble goods, following inal 
thinges the : footſteps of 
him who for vs was made 


1 


poore, the Way, he Truhl he! 


& the Life, Neither is the 
neceſſity & want of corpo- 
rail :hings able to terry 
you from ihis firme purpp; 
ſe, for ſo much as thelck 
hand of th: h2auen'ySpons 
ſe is vnder your head ,to 


ſuſtaine the great feeble: 


; yes of your boy, hc which 


you haue ſubiccted yniq 


P 
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:[helaw of the ſpirit, with 


reat feruour of charity, 
That Lord who feedeth 


.[thebirds of theaire,&cloa- 


theth the hearbs of the 
feilds, will reward you 


:bwlth himſelfe in eterni'y; 


when his right hand $hall 
imbrace you gloriouſly, in 


| his perfe& viſion, Moued 


herewith , as alſo becauſe 
you demaund of vs with 
great humility , that wee 
would confirme ynto you, 
wih our Apoſtolicall 
Graunt , the ſaid 'reſolu- 
ton which you hue taken 
to follow the moſt high 
Poverty ; wee yield vnto 
you by the tenour of theſe 


preſent Letters, that you 
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maynot bee: cenſtraing}};n 
byanywlrolſoeuerlttebeyligt 
to take, haue, or retaing(iisf 
any temporal! poſſeſfiony[hhi 
If any mayde' wouldina[0f 
or could nor keepthisRuou 
te, let ker not remaine withſknc 
. you-, but bee ſtratghrwayſilre 
fent'vnto' ſome: ot hev plaſwi 
ce. Alſo wee ordaineand[me 
forbid, that no perſon, offcut 
whit quality: or conditioſmu 
focucr bee may bee; beeſal flia 
bold as t6 trouble! you of 
Monaſtery: & ifany per|at 
ſon Eccleſiaſtieal or Sect-|tho 
lar, knowing this our C6 
Gitution & Confirmation, 
attempt in what ſart ſoe-]S.1 
ner, to doe contrarytotht| Go 
fame, & after —_ 
tice. 
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hree tiers! times  repre- 
Alknded;&aduertiſed,doth 
edt amend;&make due ſa- 
nels faction for his:-fault.hee 
Wall bee: depriued: of his 
[Office , Dignity and 'H@- 
Whhour:: And that one may 
tMknow ſuch 3 perſon to bee 
affilready condemned for:his 
wickednes by .the indge- 
nd ment. of God,bee:shall bee 
alfcut of from the holy "Conte 
A[munion of cxirhfull Chri- 
ſal flians; & shall bee guilty 
whof the dinine vengeance 
| at the laſt ſucgement. But 
t-| thoſe who loue all in Ie- 
64] ſus-Chriſt , & your Order, 
6; | ſpecially the Monaſtery of 
e-[S. Damian, The peace of 
2 | God bee with them, to 
| N 
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the end they may rectin| 
the fruit of their good] © 
workes , 6 may find thy] L1 
' recompence of eternill 
beatitude at the day ofthe 
rigorous &laſtiudgemett] F/ 
| Jeſus who is goodnesij I 
ſclfe, giue his BenediRia| K; 
to all thoſe, who withal C 
their power shall keep thy Ci 
treaſure of holy Poueryy] P; 
Amen, Tx. 
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'< R IE elciſon. 
Chriſte eleiſan. 


m Kyric cleiſon. 

| Chriſte audi nos. - 
in Chriſte exaudi nos | 
11 Pater de c#lis Deys, Miles | 


3 


rere nobls, : 
Fili Redemptor mundz. | 
Deus, Miſcerere nobis. 
Spiritus ſane Neys, Mil. 
$082 Trinitas yaus Deus 

_ _Milererenobls. 
| Sane Franciſce ; Patee _ * 
mabilis, ora pre nobis... 
Pater admirabilis, ora. 
Pater henigne, | - Qrae- 
N22 


_ 


$0 Titanie 
" Pater venerabilis, ora; 
Vexillifer 1&ſu Chriſti,or, 
Eques Crucifixi, ora, 
ImitatorFilij Dei, ora, 
Seraphim ardens, ora, 
| FornaxCharitatis, © ora; 


Arca SanQitatis, - of2, 
 Cultor Pacis, Ora, 
'\ Vas Puritatis, ora. 
|| Norma Tuſtitiz, ora, 


/ Speculum Pudicitiz, ora, 
Regula Ponitentizy 'ora, 
Magiſter Obedientiz,ora. 
Exemplar Virtutum, | ora. 
Patriarcha Panperum, ora. 
ProfligatorCriminum,ora. 
Lumen tre Patriz, © ora. 
Decus Morum, ora. 

 Viuificator | Mortuorum, 

ord pronobts. 

” $aluator Famelicorum,oT. 


5 ©, = &%, wang ng ban af en, My ny — 
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Obſequium Leproſorum, 
ora pro nobis. 
Prxco magni Regis., ora, 
Forma Humilitatis, . ora, 
Conſors Sublimitatis, ora. 
Vigor Vitiorum,' otra, 
Dux Minorum, Ora 
Predicator Silueſtrig, ora. 
Portans dona Gloriz, ora, 
Auriga militiz noſtrz,ora. 
Nouis vtens Prodigiis, or. 
Czlum czcis aperiens, or. 
Grati gerens obſequium, 


ora pro nobis. | 
Templum Chriſto conſe- 
crans, Oras 


Hoſtes malignes proteres, 
ora pro nobis. 

Tenens yitz brauinm,ora. - 
Spargens yirtutum mune- 
FH-'i; La 
N 3 


Wz -: Liane 


ora pro nobis. 

Agnus Dei qui tollis pee. 
cata mundi, Parce nobis 

 Domine. | 

Aghus Dei qui tollis pec- 
cata mund!t , Exaudi nos 

- Domine. 

Aghus Det qui tollis pec- 
cata miundi, Miſerere no- 
bis. h 

y. Ora pro nobis beatt 
Pater Franciſce. 

F:.Vt digni efficiamur proe 
miſſonibus Chriſti, 


__ Orvis.” 
Evs qui! Eeclhah 
tuatn B, Francifel the- 

ritis foxtu nouz prolis Mt: 


Amplians iter ad glotiar; 


ww 45a O >: hal 


p| Fili Redemptor mundi | 


, Spiritus Sane Deus; Nil. 


\ Mificas ! tribue nobis ex 


[noſtrum; &c-. Amen, 


| Kyrie eleyſon. 


Pater de czlis Deus, Miſe- W 
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0s imitatlone terrena de- 
picere, 6 czleſtium dono- 
um ſemper participarione 
gaudere. Per Dominum 


_—_—m_—— 
> a. ir te. A _- th. 
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CLARA VIRGINIS, 


$1 RIE elcyſon. 
Chriſte eleyſon. 


Chriſte aud1 nos. 
Chriſte exaud1 nos. 


rerenobis. 
Deus, Miſerere nobis. 


N 4 
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Sana Trinitas ynus Deiy| fi 


Miſerere nobis. 
San&a Maria;ora pro nb, 
SancGa Dei: Genitrix, ora, 
Sancta virgo Virginumyor, 


Sanca Clara virgo Matc|. 


noſtra, ora, 
Virgo Chriſti Sponſa, ora, 
Virgo Francilſci O—_ 

ora pro.nobjs...... 
Virgo eleQa pre millibus 

ora pro nob1s; ! 
Virgo Seraphica, ora, 
| Virgo Matrts: leludifciphi 


Virgo primogenita paupe-| - 


TUM, . ora 
Virgo gemma Virgin. or, 
Virge norma.rerfe@ionts, 

ora pronobis, 


1D ae nd 


. Virgo - .. Ora; 


Els 
ob, 
ra 
or, 
ter 
ta, 
4+. 
la, 
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fireo mundo abſcondita, 
- ora pro nobis. 
Virgo ſpeculum pauperta- 
_ .; ft 
Virgo Lilid caſtitatis,ora. 
Virgo roſa penitentiz, or. 
Virgo 'Crucifixi amore 
ſantis; 2.7.6.4 223006 
Virgo crulthis - ardentiſſima 
amatrix, Ora, 
Virgo ſtellaclariſſima, ora, 
1 go {cquensAgaum quo- 


.cunque ieris, :- * - Ora, 
-| Mater noſtra honorifce- 
4,::-:.-; -OX&5 
Hater edrdirabilis; ofa; 
Mater amabilis, ' ora 
Mater ficut balſ amum-aro- 
/Matizans.:. : 'OVa., 


Mater paranywpha Ghri- | 
£0 arte | 


56  Litanie . 

nis, ora, 
Mater puritatis nutrix, of, 
Mater Obedientiz mayi. 

ſtra, = 
Mater fcala earadiſi, ora, 
Mater gloria Filiarum, of 
Mater ſocia Angelorti.ora, 
Mater clipeus inte ſperau: 


tium, ora, 
Mater proterix yaupe- 
. rum, Ora, 


Mater conſolatrix flen- 


— tium, ota| 


Mater terror Infidelin, or, 
Mater triumpharrix d+ 
. monum, - | - © of& 
Agous Dei qui tollis pet 
zcata mund1  Parce nobi; 
-/Domiae. 


Agrus Dci ui valli pc: 


| Mater pulchre dileRis«| 
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XG [oats mundi, Exaudi nos 


4 Domine. 
 Otenus Dei qui tollis pec- 
22 eata mundi, Miſcrere no- 


uy 


bis. 

y. Ora pro nobis Beata 
mater Clara. 

x.Vt dignt effticiamtur pro- 
miſſioniþus Chriſti, 


Oremus. 


Amulos tuos quzſumus 
Domine, beatz virginis 
tuz Clarz yottuam com- 
memorationem recenſen- 
tes, cxleftium gaudiorum 
ſua facias interuentione 
participes, & tui Vnigent- 
ti! cohzredes. per Domi- 
minum noſtrum, &c, amen. 
FINIS, 
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HEERE BEEGIN 
| the Declarations, & Ord;= 
wauces made ypon the Rule 
of the poare Religions of Se 
Clare, Firſt are ſett dowvne 
tyvo letters making mene 
tien of the Approbgtion, 
Confirmation of the ſayd 
Declarations & Ordinan- 
ces, Vvritten , & ſent by 
the Reverend Father in our 
Lord, Brother Willians 
Caſſel, general, Minifler 
ef the Order of Friar - Mis 
nors , of webich letters, the 
onevwvs vyritten onely vn- 
tobss humble & poore Dait- 
ghrer Siſter Collett , the 
Firſt Religious vvoman of 


g Declarations 
' the Refarmationf of; the [ay 
Order of S. Clave, the othel je) 
b Grendel, bathi\vato'\beÞ<\ 
' & © all. the. ather. S$3ſteys « or t 
= the'fayd Religion. The tov! 

. .. nour-of the jus I 45 4 fall 
. Vveth.. ON 
oy et, a” 
5 E wanker: vol 
* devout daughter 011 
: in God, heal h inf 
our-Lord Ieſvs, who is|0! 
the true ſpouſe of Virgins * the 
I:have receiued youn let- lelt 
ters; & heard the! relationſ mer 
of your confefſonr-, CON- 
cerning the matrer 'of the 
confirmation, &* approbz- ty 
tion of the Statutes; which 'y 
you have ſent, & cauſed |" 


ro bee preſented ynto mee D 
the! |>'9 


Wot 
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jgJie which allthough they 
” te very fitt,. 6 conuentent 
- Arthe true. obſeruance of 
/,your boly Rule : never the 
1,kſſe at ithe firſt fight. of 
em, they ſeemed to mee 
obee in ſame- ſort difh= 
kl, wherfore as I was, 
eKoncerning, this matter ., 
"me what, perplexed and 
:.ttoubled , I recommended 
\s the. affaire vrito our Lord 
+ |leſus-Chriſt, and vnto-the 
n|\mcritts of holy S. Antony 
1 PfPadna, vnto whome I 
- Mould to God I were:wora 
[thy to bee denout, At 1egth 
þ |! was perſwaded, as.I doe 
4 Þerily belecue , through 
, [the meritts of the ſayd 
|Sorious $, Antony that 
O 


[3 Declarations 
the foreſayd ſtatutes wei 
eſpecially ſent from Gai 
=. "RK. I - determine 
with my ſelf not onely 
confirme them, but mo 
ouer alſo to inſtitnte, d 
clare & authorize then 
the which wee now ſend | 
ynts6 you , & your daug 
ters, inſtituted , declarec 
ſtrengthned & ſealed wit 
the ſeale of the Order,t 
geather with the folemai 
tyes & aſſurances apper 
taining to ſuch an affair 
both throuch the author: 
ty of our office & the gent 
ralChapter, as alſothroug 
Papall and Apoſtolical 
Authority which wee vi 
in this behalf exhortinf| 
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| k 2dmonishing the ſayd 
| devput Daughters preſeng._ 
| & to came,that they recel- 
1 ne the ſayd Statutes with: 
tg great deuotion,, and hume 
6 bly & effecQually diſpoſe 
en] themſelpes perfealy ta 
nd keepe them, knowing far 
certaine that by the qbſer- _ 
uance of them ( through 
ith the meritts of the moſt 
glorious Father S.Francis, 
the founder of their holy 
Rule , and of the moſt 
| worthy Virgin S. Clarg , 
4 the firſt plant of that moſh 

| fruitfull fGeld) to witt of 
the holy Religipn, ( and 
moſt plentifully aboun- 
ding in vertye: ) they shall 
 obtaine the plentifull rc. 
Z 


| Declarations 
q! ward ofeternell life,'vntgjor 
1 which Ddughters, & firſtin 
| | vnto you,I recommend myhicl 
i 


| 
| 
| 


ſelf, beſecchin you andfrd: 
1 | age, —- 

| them to vouchſafe to prayſie , 
{. to God for mee moſt vn-fefl 
| worthy , given at Geneuz|eft 
| theyeareofourLord 14;4hoth 
y the 28. day of September; 


fort 


lo a 


i - 53 
| The Tenonr of the ſecond 4 a [he: 
1 fellovverh, Ch 
| Vi1 


Rother William Cal- |gre 
LJfall Generall of the [Vir 
Order of the Friar-Mi- | 8. 
nors, & Maiſter in ſacred | Fr: 
Diuinity , vnto Siſter Col- |of 
Jett Religious in Teſus- 
Chriſt, foundrefle ofmary |! 


ir 


ndfed in the partes-of Fran- 
ayke, and vnto all'the Ab- 


1 


efſes, & the other Siſters 


uzfof the ſayd /Monaſteries,6 
24 fother Contents preſent & 


[, 


4 


o-come, which ynder this 


forme and manner of life 


111 bee buile” & erected, 
health in our Lord Teſus- 
Chriſt , the true Spouſe of 
Virgins. How - much the 


- [great merits of the noble 


Virgin & Glorious Lady 


- [$.Clare, vnder Blefled' S, 


Francis, Father & teacher 


[of all poverty & holynes, 
have maruailoufly increa- - 


ied, & how thoſe mezitts 


pon the Rule. 9g 
nioYonaſteries of the poore 
times of S: Clare, at this 
nyhreſent time built'& ercc- 
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Shine in the holy Charg| te 


of God, & of the Spayk 
of Virgins our Lord leſus 


no 


th 


Chriſt , doth not gnly ap] & 


pezre by the reward giug 
vnto her in the kingdony 
of heauen & by the ho 
' degrees of the Gloriou 
Sain&s of Paradiſc,whid 
doe ſignify everlaſtingre| 
in which degrees, among} 
the prudent Virging she 
is fingularly glorifyed and 
crowned, but alſo in thi 
preſet time,it is ioyfullyd 
Elared & made knowne t 
the great prayſe & worthy 
recommendation, which 
1s made of her in the ſay 
Church of God , & eſpe 
cially by the multiryds «l 


CC 


fl 


ly] ol 


'l 
fi 


ypon the Rules 11 


>| Jeyvout Virgins and other | 
wel aotable perſons, who' in 
ſus] the odour of her holy life 
| &ſweete connerſation,ae- 


ue 


i) 
oh 
Ou 


cording to herexample , in 
flying & leauing the perils 
of this miſcrablc world, 
do goe & run ynto. the 


ih) fore & ſafe. hauen of Re- | 


ligion'; forthe which wee 
ought the more to giue 


thanks vnto God, by how 


much wee ſee at this pre- 
ſent,humane nature to hee 
inclined vata cuill,; & that 
notwithſtanding through 
the diuine aſſiſtance, this 
boly Profeſſion doth not 
ceaſe allwaiſe to budde & 
produce new plants, ot 


eltranged from abc iaſtitu« 


| 


|; 


_ Clare, should/bee:expoun- 
| ded; & forrifyed:with des | 


| Mother, & participate of 


1% Declarations w 
rion of the glociousFathed],c, 
S.:Francis » Ge the traces & " 
pathes of the'glorious Mos]... 
ther $. Clare, who deſi c 
ring with admirable fer}. 
nour, that the Rule and}, .: 
forme of life. to: them gi-|.,. 
nen by the ſame. S. Francis [1 
& admirably obſcrued by |\® 
their: glorious Mother $. 


clarations, &-nece(lary c0« 
ſtitutions , that they. may |; 
truly ' repute. themſclnes 
Imitatrices of. ſo holy |, 


herglorions merits, amoglt | 
whom ,when I ſee. & con- 
fider you Siſter Collett be- 
forenamed Religious,and 
Daughter | 


" wpontheRnle. 1s 
nphter in lefus- Chriſt, 
Giker the holy Lady )eſpe- 
& [tl Mother and of theſe 
-jreſent Writings , which 
l- Ire for the repoſe of their 
"Fonſciences , and ſafety of 
ol eir ſoules,& alſo for the 
[perpetual ſtrEgth oftheire 

of R3..90" 
[gular obſeruations , ro 
ſ tee patronefſe & interceſ; 
* Hour, Wee 4t your tuſt re: 
j _ moued & prouvked 
through yout &their hum- 
| prayers, do by Apoſto- 
Ilall authority granted: to 
win this behalf, ſend ynts 
you, both Abbeſſe; and Si- 
[its of the: Monaſtety es; 
[bj the grace of God, and 
jbur meanes founded vn4 
&the Rule & NEG 


— 
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before named , 8 vnto al; . 
the Siſters of the othedl? f 
Monaſteries , which intiÞ - 
me to comeshall bec fourf* * 
ded, in the forme & maſ'©* 
ner aboue mentioned, the! ** 
ſe. preſent Declarationf,” 
Statutes,8& Ordinances, F [ 
bet perpetually kept; " 
uing maturely, and ill a 
great deliberation bin mi 1h 
de, & compoſed , & noy 
authorized,as aboue ſay 5 | 
by Apoſtolicall authorit . 
& like wiſe by our off 4 
and the generall Chapte, : 
Which Declarations, and . . 
Ordinances, are ſo mu \ 
the more by you to d&|..; 
eſteemed, fervently kept ket 
& obſcrued,by how mug, 


ypon the Rule. 15 
y. y haue bin more dili- 
oo ntly viewed , examined, 

off notably approued, by 
ke moſtReuerend Fathers 
» N QUT Lord, the Lord Car- 
finals ofthe holy Croflez 

K of S. Angell , Apoſtoli- 
'kilLegates,becing aual- 
F ul reſent at the holycoun- 

of Baſill, and by many 
ſother DoRours of Diuint- 
UL alſo by many venera- 
q "ble Fathers, both for inte- 

Aprity of life & learning 
ajſecy famous, which Sta- 
[utes , and Ordinanees do 
| leere follow. 

Firſt ſuch Daughters & 
liſters inChciſt may doubt 
, whether by the vow they 
*]ake at their profeſſion, 


: 
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when they promiſeto ket C 
the forme of life whichP 
their Rule,they beeboun e 
by commandemit to keg" 
the holy Ghoſpell,to wit 
as well the counſailes $2 
the commandements , th 
| cauſe which may mouþ!'*! 
f themto doubt is, for eh" 
' in the ſayd forme of lif'® 
there is three times menſ/d[c 
tion made , to keepe tiff bi 
holy Ghoſpell, the firſt 
contained inthe beginninfſ* © 
of the forme of life whidſ> 
fayth, the forme of lifef®* 
the Order of the pooreSr Eta 
ſters which S.Fra, hath - 
ſituted, is this, to obſerat|,?” 
the holy Ghoſpecll of off, 
Lord Teſus-Chriſt, livin]! 


* Ywpon the Rule. 17 
ke} Obedience , with out 
4 Fopciety , & 1n Chaſtity, 
me ſecond is , where it 
-eedtyth , you haue cipouſed 
yighour {clues ynto the holy 
. Shoſt, chooſing to line 
according to bay wes 
aff che holy Ghoſpel, the 
pird is at the. end, where 
;&(ayth lett-vs perpetually 
Jo(crue the holy Ghoſpcll 
hich wee have h:mely 
owed, vnto which doubr 
& cauſe therof, wee deli- 
a3ng'to prouide for the c6- 
fAxiences of the ſfayd Siſters, 
take from, themal difhi- 
qalties which they may 
lave;in fo-much as is-poſſi- 
ble for'vs to remone & ta- 
| kefrom them, do anſyea- 
8 conformably. yuto-iht 
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which hath bin anſwealje 
red by many Popes,namelpet 
Pope Nicolas the third ;Khile 
Pope Clement the filth} v 
vp6 ſuch-like doubts madhan 
by the Friar-Minors vpalfua 
the ſame points in theiſyhi 
Rule,to witt, that theſay(fort 
Siſters by the vow whidyo 
they make at their ProfelQer 
fion when they promilety or 
keepe the forme of lil we 
which is their Rule, au 
bound to obſerue the hol of 
Ghoſpell,in the ſame may ar 
ner that our Lord hathde C| 
linered it,to witall thing] o 
wiich in the Ghoſpell ar h 
commanded , they ouptt| g 
ro keepe as Command] t 
ments;& the other thinge 
which are counſailed 


w pon the Rule. 19 
tic ſayd Ghoſpell they . 
meljught to keepe as coun- 
d,Miles , & are bound alſo, 
iſthhs vnto obligatory Com- 
nandements , vnto ſuch 
Wuangelicall counſailes , 
ſyhich are putt in their 
layfforme of life ; vnder the 


dement , eyther negatiue, 
lor affirmative , or yader 
{ words of as much force. 
| But vnto other counſailes 
| ofthe holy.Ghoſpell, they 
are not bound;but as other 
Chriſtians .are., excepting 
only , that in reſpe& they 
have willingly offered, & 
given theſelues, to follew 
the example of our Lord 
leſus-Chriſt , through the 


F 4 
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contempt oof. all earth{{for! 


thinges , their Profeſſuthe 
requireth , that. they tai oth 
to greater perfeQion, then Y 


other Chriſtians , oth 


thinges contained in thy] He 


forme of life,:as well.com 
mandements as counfailes 
& what ſoener thing putt 


In the ſame ; through the 


vow of their- Profeſſion, 
are not otherwiſe oblige 
tory, thenas is inthe ſam 
forme of life ſpecifyed ,t9 
witt, vate admonitions,u 

vnato admonitions , vnte 
Informations ;:as vnto. In» 
formations, voto Exhorts 
rions, as yntoEx hortations 
& vnto all other thinges 


" 


theyarc bound, in the ſame | | 


vpor the Rule. 2x \ 
thiforme .and manner, as Is 
aſthere contained , & noe | 
tad other wiſe. 
hen 
the] Here follovy rhe conſtitutions 
Mm made by the boly Virgin 
legl Saint Colter vpon the. 
ul. RAulgaf S. Clare, 
bel | {ihe 
n,| 4 Heſe Declarations & 
&| 4 Conſtitutions are im *} 
| all truely conformable ta 
0] Sain& Collets, hauing bin 
tranſlated out of the copy 
o| had from her Monaſtery 
at Gaunt where shee dyed 
& conferred with many 
| other of her reformation, 
onely there are certaine 
alterations,& additions ta 


ch 


- 4 


Rd 
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E to the holy Cou. of Trent, 
g &the ſacred Canons, par- 


8 the Abbeſſe: ſome others 
' inreſpect of beenig foun- 
' ded vnter the Bishop of 
' the Dioeeſle + & others as 
F making of diſcipline,men. 
{ tall Prayer , and the ſpiri- 
| tuall exerciſe to increaſe 
 loue, & vnion with God, 
& better religious obſcr- 
ance, none of which are 
in S, Collets declarations, 


8 make them conformable | 


ticularly in rhe eleGtionof | 


EISSN os wr der ©.” 


the Siſters, having had be= 


 vponthe Rule; F 23 i 


_— 


| —_— —— 


of tbe Entry into this boly 
Religion. ; 


Cnavy. I. 


Lthough at the |f 
beginning of the } 
| econd Chapter, | 
vichcrocme of life, 1t bee 
contained , that the Ab= Þ 
befſe may receiue any one '} 
for a Siſter , with the con- 
{ent of the greatet part ef 


fore the licece of the Lord 
Cardinall ProteRour , of 
the Order, neuer theleſle 
wee conſidering the for- 
mer eſtate of the Order,as 


%s * —- o—_ 
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& the Court of Rome, &t> 
the ſayd Cardinall , and 
$ becing now ſo farre of 
& from the ſame as alſo the 
| tri& pouerty of the ſayd 
| Siſters, & difhiculty which 
| they should have to fend 
# -ynto the ſayd Lord Cardj;- 
$ mall, to obtaine this licen- 
| ce, conſidering alſo that 
# the Inrifdidtion of the 
| fayd Siſbers , hath bin 
| giuen , to the Order 
of the Friar - Minors 
| or the: Ordinary of the 
ptaco, as in- diuerfe occa: 
| ons i hath pleaſed his 
| holynesto:diſpoſe for the 
| wee therfore declare and 


[fax , that thoſe Monalte 


# founded very necre vnto | ;; 


vpon the Rule, 28 

ties which by authority,of 
the holy ſea Apoſteltke, 
kaue bin committed to the 
care & gouernment of the 
Bishop of thedioceſe with | 
licence of the Bishop they ] 
may receiue for Siſters, | 
fach as flying the world are 
found to bee fitt, obſeruing | 
the manner which is cott« | 
tained inthe forme of liſes' | 

1, Wee ordaine that ac« ' 

cording to the Ordinance 
of Pope Innocent the 
fourth, when any shall 
preſent herſelf to vnder= 
take this Religion(before 
Shee change her ſecular 
habit, & receiue the habit 
of Religion ) there shall 


bee declared ynto her, the 


| 26 
J moſt hard &difhcill pointy 
Ts which areto bee obſerue{ 
in Religion , to the end 


8 that after her reception, 


Shee haue no occaſion 
to excuſe herſelf of igno- 
rance, & none shall bee 
admitted, who for age,ſic- 
kneſſeor naturall Gimplici- 
ty, were not fully ablero 
| obſerue this manner of life 
|: for by ſuch the ſtate 6 vi- 


| gour of Religion,is ofteti- 


; mes deſtroyed or {lackned. 
| 2. Further, wee will and 
s ordaine , that the Siſters 
# obſeruethis manner in re- 
| ceiuing any perſon vnto 
the Order, to wit , that 
' When any is to bee recei- 


ucd, they firlt ſend her to 
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ſome deuout perſon out of 
the Order, fearing God ,8& 
louing the -poore, that by 
his counſaile her goods 
may bee diſtribured , vnto 
the poore : & that the Ab- 
belle,& al the Siſters take 
hecde that neither by them 
ſelues, nor by others they 
do receive any of | the 
goods of them who enter 


were ſo {mal a matter,that 
thoſe who should knoy of 
it, could haueno occaſion. 
to 1udge finiſterly of them 
orthat shee who entereth 
would give ſomething as 
vnto other poore,in maner | 
ef almes, to relecue their | 
preſent, orneire hand ne- | 


into Religion , vnleſle it | 
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ceſſities, & this comming] 
from her owne free will, 
forthe forme of life dothſ” 
require , that thoſe who of 
enter bee free 8: doe with]” 
their poods as God £hall}*? 
inſpire them.-: te 
F ' 3. The Abbeſſe & othet el 
& Siſters «hall alſo take hee(® 
& Qethat for the receprionof 
; any perſs, they dot notper{ 
|| mit others to make bythiq 
[ ſelnes or by others fortht}] 
E orforothers,any — 
1 or pation, in which might 
| beenoted ariy ſpice of Si- 
mony , alſo they: shall fot 1 
pertnit that thoſe who ed-| © 
ter doe reſefue any of tieit 
goods, in the world, bit] 
that they offer thetnſelic|? 

| wholly 


E ypon the Rule. 29 
or pybcl'y naked of all earth- 
oth ly thinges , into the hands 
hojof our crucityed Lord, but 
þjif ic should happen that 
any one could not fo ſpee- 
\dely diſcharge , & rid her- 
koh ſelf of her temporall goods 
|& that shee were no way 
content to returne againe 
Jvnto thoſe thinges which 
- {the had ſo left, che shallin 
«be! beſt ſorr that ske can 
Jrofibly, committ the ſayd 
roods in ſome certaine 
. | manner, vnto ſome perſons 
fearing God to diſtribute 
| the ſame vnto the poore. 
{| 4+ Tothe end, that in ti- 
me to come , the Siſters 
proceed more Regularly, 
wee ordaine that none bee 


\* 
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receiued vnto their formy 
of life , valeſſe they plain 
ly perceiue,that shee come 
vnto theOrder principally 


for the loue of God, and y 


health of her ſoule, &thy 
shee bee not theruuto one: 
ly moued by fleight mo. 
tions, or through perſws- 
fions, conſtraint, or feare 


{ of any perſon, but of her 


owne free will, as beeing 
chiefely moued therunto, 
by the Inſpiration of the 
holy Ghoſt. 

. 5, Wee ordaine that ac- 
cording tothe councell 
Trert,the nonice bec exi- 
mined bythe Bizhop ofthe 

'Dioceſſe, or ſome other 


appointed by him befars 


vpon the Rule. 
thee bee profeſſed, & of 
this lett the Abbeſſe reme- 
berto aduertiſe theBishop 
zt leaſt a month before the 
yearc bee expired. 


6. They shall take great 


hbeede, that none bee res» 
ceiued into the Order, exv 
good 
will , & afaithfull Cathod 
lke,that shee bee not tou- 
ched with. any publick in- 
famy, & that shce bee of 
vnderſtanding , & of body 
ſound,not ſuſpe&ed of any 


hereſy, diſcharged & freed: 


of her temporall goods 
not bound with ſentence 
of Excommunication or 


Interdi&, but if it should 
happen , that she were 


Q_2 


3k 
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bound with the ſayd ſens 
tence ,that $hee bee duely 


abſolued before her rece. 
ow , by the priuiledy; 

ccre vpon granted yntg 
the order neuertheleſ 
that they giue her to w- 


derſtand, thar if shee re-|ti 


turne againe tothe world, 


shee doth againe, incurre| 
|. theſayd ſentence, & shall 


bee bound therwith as be- 
fore. 

7. Item, that shee bee 
free, & not of ſeruilecon- 
dition, to wit , a Prentiſe, 
or if shee bee that licence 
of her Maiſter, or Miſiris 
bee had, & that shee bee 
(16.8. Collet ſayd 12, yet- 
res at 1he Cloathing and 


is, 
we 
che 
bit | 
bee 


feſ] 


nz[i8, at the profeſſion) 
ely 
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twelne yeares ould, before 


celhee bee cloathedwith ha- 


4 


Ito 
ſe 
N= 
e 
d, 
re 
ll 


bit of Religio,none & $hal 
bee receiued ynto the Pro- 
{eſſion, before. 19. yeare of 
her age , for before that 


.[time she cannot bee able 


to ſupport & vndergoe the 
burthen of Religion. 
8.Wee ordaine alſo,that 
none bee receined for the 
Quire, after the 25. yeare 
of her age , except shee 
were ſoe competently in-- 
firuRed , that shee could 
learne to read the diuine 
ofice, without great hin- 
derance , & labour vnto 
others , alſo that none bee 
reeciued ynto Profeſſion 


24 Declarations 
who cannot ſay by her {eight 
alone , or at leaſt wik|- 9. 
others in common the (i.jrof 
yine offee, & that theyreqler 
ccine none ynto the order, you 
exccpt it bee manifeſt, thajout 
She hath lined honeſtly &þeſl 
well from the thirteenthſthc 
yeare of her age, vntillthe| T: 
ſayd time of her reception|ord 
into the Cloyſter , & thatſfor 
none be receiued afterthebec 
40.yeare of her age,except| nc 
shee were foe noble, that del 
her reception might notz- Sil 
bly edify.che ſecular poeple| ti 
6 Clergy , or that «hee th 
were ſo ingenious and 
| . {trong that shec were able ha 
_ toſerue God,& the order, 

| according; tg your ſtate & 


{ 
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ſaghrme of life. 


ithl- 9. Further , that none 


re 


of 


cofeſled of any other Or- 


ter bee recciued ynto 


eyour forme of life ,,with- 
hatfout the licence of her Ab- 


th 
he 
0 
Fly 


i 


PL 
it 


= 


e 


tn 


&beſſe, or priuiledge from 


the ſea Apoſtolicall, 

'10..In like manner wee 
ordaine, that ifthe Profeſ- 
hon of any Nouice should 
bee doubtfull , before the 
end of the yeare , the Ab- 
deſſe inthe preſence of the 


.| viſters shall make prote- 


ſation vnto her , that all- 
though the ſayd yeare 
hould paſſe , shee $hall 
haue noe ri ght inthe Reli- 


| gion, yntill ſuch time as by 
| mature deliberation th.y 
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haue determined whi 
they ought to doe, eyth 
concerning her Profeſſion 


or her retarne to thy 


world. 


H. When they receiug.. 
any vnto profeſſion, = 


kneeling before the A 


beſſe $hall ſay jcakurlnn 


with a high cleere yoict 
#) 


in this manner, 


- ke of 


wy 
E 


I 


[vs 


hi 


lice 


Wy 


ty 


| | * $hAHi. Amen. 
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M Nomihe Parris, 8& 
"Hl; & Spiritus 


. ESifterN:doevovy 
jjraro almighty God, 


Yato the Glorious 


Virgin. Mary , Vato 


bur holy Father S. 
Mancis , varo out 
toly Mother faint 
Clare; & vnro all the 


| holy Saints , 6 vNtO 


jou Reucrend Mos 
R 
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hex Abbeſle, & vn- 
to all your ſucceſ 
fours ſucceeding in 
your place, ro obſer: 
ue all the time of my 
life, the Rule & for 
me of life of the poo: 
re Siſters. of ſaind 


Clare, vvhich-hatlh; 


bin given by {aind 
Francis vnto the 
ſayd ſainct Clare, & 


bach bin confirmed] 


by our holy. Father 


f 
d 
p 
fl 
( 
te 
t 


Pope Innocent the 


Vn 
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Fourth, lining in O- 


efſbedience , vvithout 
 inÞropricty, 811 Cha- 


ler 


= 


hy 


nd 
it 
) 


SI 


> 7 © 


ed: 
ef 


he 


(ſtiry, alſo oÞſeruing 
Cloiſter, according 


or[tdche Ordinance of 
oo the ſayd Rule. 


\Then the Abbeſſe who 
doth recetue. her ', dorh 
promiſſe vnto her,(ifshee 
doobſerue hit which she 
hath vowed) eternall Life; 
t.Wee alſo ordaine;that 
the Profeſſion,: ke hatre 
| brecut of round, & above: 
the eares, & thar after that 


tmethey doe never ſuffer 
R 2 
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their haire to grow long, 
but that often in the yeare, 
by the appointment of the 
Abbeſſe , all the Siſters x 


like have their hayre cut |; 
except that for ſome ſick. | 


neſfſt or weakneſle-vt were 


thought conyenient to.deg]y, 


otherwiſe. 


_— 


__ — 


6 —— — 


Of the Quality of theix habit, 
| E of their garments. 


Cuan. Il. 


Vhereas it 1s contat- 
' ned in the Rule, and 
forme of life , that the Si- 
fters bee cloathed with 
poore & vile cloathes. 
« Wee ordaine,& deter 


vpon the Rules 4t 
zine, that this vility bee 
nderſtoo1 concerning the 
rice, & the colour, and 
tthonugh it bee conrathed 
in the ſayd forme of hife of 
hoſe who enter into'this 
Religion, that the ſecular 


[b2dit becing taken away 


the Abbefſe sha1l lend her 
three coates & one cloake 
tevertheleſſe if neceſhty, 
or ficknefſe, or the condi- 
ton 'of the perſon , or of 
te place, or of the time, 
mould cauſe any 'of them 
bhaveiheed'of more coa- 
ts, wet declare that the 
Abbefſe(with counſaile of 
tt diſcreet, ) may ducly 


ronide , for thoſe who 
ue the ſayd-neceſlity, 


2 Peclardtions-- 
conſidering that the ſayd ; 
forme of lite doth alſo Cos 
that the Abbelle chall 4. h, 
creetly prouide that herSi. | 
ſers haue cloathes,accor- | 
ding vnto the quality of 
the perſons, of the places;ſu 
of the times, & of thecold|: 
regions; like as shee $hallt 
ſec it to bee expedient, vn-[it 
to their necellityes. Ju 
2.[t is to bee vnderſtood | 
thatth= thre coates which [\ 
are expreſſed 1 in the forme|! 
of life, ought not.to bee all| 
of one forme & fazhion, 
for th2 two vadercoates d 
are granted them, onely | © 
for warm: h &for the dect- | 
cy-ofthe bocy,nor is there | ! 
cbligation or need they | | 


{ 


aid 


ſay, 


dil. 
r$1- 
*Or- 
- of 


CES, 
old 
1all 
VN> 


od 
> 
me 
all 
"n, 
es 
' 
,C- 


re 


vpoin the Rule. 
þe all of one colour. 
3. Therfose wee will & 
rdaine,that thevppermolt 
oate, bee called rhe habit 
of -the- Order , without 
Which it 15 not lawfull for 
ay of the-Siiters to go, or 
bee ſcene in publike, ar 
olleepe, vnlelle for hick- 
tefſe , or other manifeſt 


43 


[neceſſity it bee otherwiſe 


udged expedient by the 
abbeſſe oc Vicareile, with 
the conſent of :h» greateſt 
part of the diſcreet... : 
4. The hibit $hall not 
bee fo long that it traine 
on the ground, vpon the 
liter that weareth ic, and 
n largenes , jt «hill not 


q ( 


{ 


palle the meaſure of 14. 
R 4 
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palmes, the _ df the 
ſleeves, shall bee but'tothe 


joat 


loat 


knockles of thehands, Hall 


5. The vadercoates hall 


it 


bee of vile & coarſe cloathhen 
& <$hall not bee doubled{mor 
with furres, the cloak alſokari 


Shall bee of vile & coatſe 
cloath, & shall-not bee a 
rionſly gathered, or plei- 
gh-ed about the neck, nor 
ſo long that it traine on 
th: ground, but allyaiſc 
In all their garments, shall 
manifeſttly appeare auſte- 
rity.vility,& pouerty,both 
In the manner of making, 
price, & colour, & in this 
ſort, bath the Abbeſle, & 
the Silters in office,and all 
the other Siſte rs, shall bee 


6. 
poi 
the 
def 
wit 


ypon the Ruke. 45 
Hoarhed with common 
< oath , without any par- 
fality , the cord with 
allffhich the Siſters gird 
aththemſelnes shall bee com- 
e4]non, vile , without any 
llo(artofity. 

rſs] 6, Furthermore wee ap- 
Us [point & ordamne , that all 
1- [the Siſters 28 well the Ab- 
or [eſſe , as the orher Silters, 
n [without "any difference, 
ſe |coner their heads in all hu- 
lt | nility , decency , & Rel. 
= | gioſty, wit hout any curio- 
| | ty, or vanity , & to the 
| endthat this bee the better 
| kept, & obferned of the 
viſters, and of all their Co- 
nents, wee ordaine that all 


the Siſters $hall in ſyeh 
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ſort put on ih-ic kerchevs, [i(v1 
that their fore. head, chees hhitt 
_kes, & chinne, m«y bee for; ib 
| the molt part couecred,' in} lac 
| ſuch ſort hat none may; the 


ever ſee them in the full 
face, as al{o their kercherg, 
& thetrr veiles.sh'4ll beeſo 
large , & put on in ſuch 
fort that their-whole head 
& their breaſt , &-$houl., 
ders bee for the-moki part 
couered, = 

17. Alſo, wee will that all 
theic veiles &  kerchers, 
bee of coarſe cloath , to 
theend that inthem do al 
lbyaies appeare , the holy 
pouerty &auſterity of their 
Profefon. 
; $.Fuxthcrmore,yee doe 


Lee 


Ss. [gle 


the 
1h4 
ket 
r10 
vel 


-) *, 
hs \& 
3 


bw that every Siſter, 


 wpon the Rule. 47 


ee frith the confent of the 
fot: ibbeſſe , may hwe two 


n- 


17! 


Ul 
rs, 
<h 
ad 
1 
rt: 


Black veiles, & white ker- 


hers, to change them, and 
keepe themielues alwaies 
cleane, & decent , and that 
the Siſters take great heed 
that thcy neuer tiaue any 
kercher 'pleighted or cu- 
zouſly foulded , nor their 
ieiles of filke , nor any 
0her coltly ſtuffe. 

. 9. No Nouice shall wea- 
tethe black veile, before 
thee haue expreſſly made 
profeſſion., . except shee 
were before profeſſed in 


| 


mother Religion, but shall 
weare the white kercher 
decently put on,according 
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Abbeſſe, & as it huh bi 


to the appointrment ofth( - 
Hil 


allwaies vnto this tin 


! 
i | 


accuſtomed. | 


& the birdes of the aye 
their neſts, but the ſonne 


of man hath not wherg]* 


vpon to reſt his head , and 
to bee alſo more wakkefull 
& diligent to riſe vato 
Mattins., 6: to bee confors 
mable yvnto theirholy Mo- 
thet'S. Clare , who oftet- 


times lay on the bat 


ground, of rather vatoe- 
tus-Chriſt the holy of hd- 
lyes , wh? had no othit 


10. To the end their be; 


le 
ik 


theRule. ag '} 
+ jd fra charp .. | 
; Jyee ordaine thatno Siſter, 
$;hee bee not (lick or very 
treake, do fleepe other- 
ſe, then onely vpon a 
ak flledwith fRtraw, with 
; konuenient couerletts, ac- 
* Trording to. the diſcretion 
yr of the Abbeſſe , but with 
reſide fick the Abbeſſe ought 
g[ftaritably to diſpence , as 
4|itis contained in the Rule 
11 |& forme of life, 

0 | Further wee ordainey 
hat according to the ex3- 
x: | fle of Ieſus- Chriſt, & the 
x | glorious Virgin S., Clarg, 
(+ 


eds]; 
61 


| the Sifters goe bare-foote 
. | nfigne of Humility , Pok 
. | verty, & mortification of 
tbe ſenſuality, contenting 


| 
i - 
| 
| 


| 


| 


Þee obſerved, that before 
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themſelues onely- with] ot 
woodden ſandalls, vnderl) 
their fecte, hauing a'lifif 


.nailed aboue to houlg{de 
:themon, 15 fo 
Ent; JA 
Of the Diuine Office, | wi 

rs” ail «| or 

- -Cnar, DE, [Mi 
ki 


71-FN Oncerning the diuis a 

neOffice which they] £0 
mult pay to.God aswellby| & 
day. as by night , letr this] 7e 


all the canonicall- howen| % 
immediatly: after the. firſt] 
peale isrung allthe Siſters | is 
Shall come into the quire; | 
to prepare their hartes for;| 0 


vponthe Rule: x1. 
wich] our Lo:d,cxcept they were. 
nderd lawfully excuſed in ſome | 
"liffefaire which could notbee. | 
nld{deferred ,&&th at according | 
to th iudgement of the : 
Abbeſſe or her Vicareſle, 
&there they shall remaine: 
 {yithour going or coming, 
or without laughing , mas 
[king noife , or vainly loo» 
| king abour , Þur perſeuere + 
ui4al to geath2r with one | 
hey] courage, in peace, ſilence, +. 
by Religious grauity,and due 
his] reverence, AC 
re] 2. Thr none preſumeto © | 
rs] goe forth of the quire ſo-* } 
| long - as thediuine Office - | 
rs | 18 a-reading,, except. they © 
lane licence oftheAbbeſſe 
| oher.Vicare(lc , or of her _ | 


| 
lj 
| 


- 3 


F 52 Dechiration 
| who preſents. hen play, 
vntill:he- whol Office by 
accomplished. Þ 
3, Wee exhort all they” 
ers: in onr- Eotd: leſs, 
Chriſt, that allwajs. & i lm 
zl places, they.atcomplis 8 | 
the. divine: Olhce atten, 
vely, diſtin&}ly; intirely, & hi 
Religioufly,; GG they miſt br 
begin, & make their ſtop f 
togeather ,* they: muſt allo 'f 
with one fog the *_ bo 
rage pericuer vato rhe 61 
;n fach ſort that the grex - 
Office bee ailwais {ayd| 1, 
higher & more — bo 
then the 6ffice of our Bick| p, 
fed Lady, & that of dead. | (, 
4: Concetning the mw | (, 
net to ring. Yote Maſſe,s | , 


ynto 


LI - « 
bd 4 
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Wye the C nonical' hou- 
bie.: -8- the manner of (it- 
ng, knecling , rifing vp, 
+ al wing & ſtading towards 
{og h other, the Siſters shal 
hi ayes obſerue the cu- 
bs: Om -of the Friar- Minors, 
Migcept in forie ceremonies 
» Sikich are not conuenient 


br them. 
4 {,Furthermore,no Siſter 
to itcan read of what con- 
lition foeuer $hee bee , 
thall bee excuſed from the 
4|Fire,, ether by night or 
lay, but all the Siſters are 
! und to come vnto Mal- 
"|k&,& vnto all the canonti- 
f althoures, excepting tho- 
: k who are ſick , or thoſe 
| | tho are ta ferns 1haoms 
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with leaue of the Abbey 
or her Vicarefle , & thoſe 
who in time of the office 
Should bee imployed in 


i 
" 
{t 


om 


ſome common fſeruice oat 
the Couent , with thelgh: 
knowledge of the Abbeſſe|tht 


& therfore all the officer 
ought to have ſuch fore. 
caſt in their affaires & of. 
fices , that they. diſpatci 
them ſo much as is poſſible 
in ſuch ſort as they my 
accomplish the divine Of- 
fice inthe quire with the 
others. FR 

6. The Siſters alſs who 
cannot reade& are not fick 
o- imploied in the feruice 
of the others, shall.like- 
wile come to the quirets 


mg 
(0 


th 


elle 
noſe 
flce 
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jj61+che druine Oftice , 
nto-wihich they are bord 
&that in-ſome-place aſlt- 


{ in[med vnfo them, & if rhe 
> of [abbeſſe., or the Vicareſleyg 
theſchallfind:any negligenr, in 
el the.aforeſayd points they 
cer| may duely punish her ac- 
Ye-|cording to the quality of 
of-| the offence. | 


tc 
ble 
nay 
JW. 
the 


ho 
> 
co 
[ 
(0 


7. Furthermore wee or- 
daine, that on the two 
dayes; betyycene the” feaſt 
bf S, Clare , & the Aſſum- 
ption of our Blefled Lady, 
thcy-shail ſeruethe feaſt of 
$.Clarewith nine Leſſons 
the other dayes of ihe Oc- 
taue- afrer the ſ.yd feaſt 
they chill make a comme- 
moration of S. Clare, at 
| oO 
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BenediQus, & Magnificyþi 
the oftaue day beeing the 
feaſt ofS. ,udouicus whit 
ts duplex maius, they chilly 
make 2 commemoration|fed 
of $. Clare at both thejhot 
Euvenſongs, & Mattins, |: 
- 8. Againe wee ordaing|&' 
that in the time of a gene«|yi 
rall Interdi&, the Siſtey|in 
eonforme themſelues vntoþth 
the principal] Church of 
the towne, or place where | it 
they reſide when the fayd . 


Interdi& shall bee laywfil: 
ly fignifyed vnto them, by 
thoſe vnto whom it apper 
taineth ,or by their certai- 
ne meſſengers , or letters, 
& then the gates of thei |. 
Church beeing chut& tit. 


pon »he Rule. Jy 
AY k6municated beeing exe 
Luded,the Siſters shall ſay 
, chþþe diuine office, as they 
zy the office of our Bleſ- 
ht Lady on ſimple feaſts, 
ut ot fitting , but ſtanding 
» [axcording to the cuſtome, 
ing[&ifit chould happen,that 
ne [within the time of the fayd 
ets|Interdic, amy deputed to 
woſthe ſeruice of the Couent; 
of] or any of theSiſters within 
ref chould fall fick, they shatl 
jd | communicate chem, and if 
i || they chontd dye they Shall 
!| | bee buried with a kw 

| vice, having in like fort, 
, «cluded forth thoſe who 
| ae interdi&ed or excom- 
' | .municated,, ſo neuertheles 
| thatnothing bee omitted, 
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appertaining to the officg 


nion.. 


is.contained. in the forme 
| of life;thatthe Siſters yho 
f' can reade $hall ſay the of- 
| fice ofthe dead, withont 
expreſſing the day, hows, 
or by what manner , ot 
obligation they $hall dil- 
charge it, ſuch is the obl- 
curity-of the letter , as allo 


the dinerſity.of opinions 
& writings vpon it, that 


ET cannot giue any certaſte 
reſolution how they $hall 


performe it, therfgre to tw .| 


ke away all ambiguity. & 
difficulty which may arile 
in this poinR, to diſcharge 


hel 


of' the: dead, 'Or Commys no! 
.:/ {he 
'9. And for as much agit [fair 


ord 


goa, 


J 


myenore tO farcour &releeve | 
ſhe poore ſoules of the | 
Sit aichful departed, I will-:& + 
melordaine , that-hence for- - 
howard bee done , as wee 
of-[ haue allwais: accuſtomed, 
at |towir; that every day,, all 
er, [the Siſters ſay the office of -- 
of | the dead with oneNocQturs . 
{. [ne & the Laudes — 
{ [the Thurſday, Fryday, & 

ſo | Saterday ofthe holy Wees 
s | ke,8&alſo when-they reade 
t. | the whole Dirge af three ., 
e | NoRurnes;the Siſters who: . 
| | cannot read shall likewiſe 

- .| fuery day ſay the office:of 
the dead Wi ith Pater No- 
ters , as :s contained in 
theforme-of life, the time - 


8 that isim.the morning be 


- | ca pap 
r reading. this dirae of |< 
ane NoQurae —— [16 
holy dayeg,after Euenſony wa 
on Working dayes, aftey[® 
Compline., according. ag tak 
the Abbeſſe shall indge (| 
expedient, if it bee for any tre 
lavg time shee would Na 
ebange the tyme shce mul [® 
doe it with aduife of the |" 
eiferecte. , }) 
- 10« Ard becauſe Prayer , 
is vſefull & heecedary for | 
thoſe who: wilt goe for: 
ward in the diuine ſeruice | 
& profitt inthe way of ver: 
tue, & vnion with God, 
wee ordaine that to thi i 
end one houre euery diy 


bee particularly aſſigned, i 


t weeng 


vpon the Rule, G1 
_.slweene the Prime, & the 
 [fierce,befose the connen- 
nb wall Maſſe , on holydayes 
« 2Þn other houre is to bee 
Pp aken after Veſperas, but 
«bn all what ſocuer dayes 
ny ker Compline they muſt 
alg [ave 2 full quarter of an 
oh loure for the examine of 
he wnſcience , once alſo eve- 
1yeare , volelle it should 
nherwiſe ſeeme cxpediCt 
br any one in particular, 
mery Siſter «hall ſpend 
kauen or eight dayes, in 
- [hicituall recollection, to 
[renew their ſpirict & fer= 
vour about :all religious 
Oeruance, & in particu+ 
kr for the augmentation 
ef prayer and ynion with 


'6 


” VV ee Fe. = & ST © 
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Allmighty God. 
1:. More ouer that the 
body may better bee ſub. 
ietto the ſpiritty& inme- 
mory of the ſacred Paſſion 


| {a 
Ni 
(ll 


I" 


a 


of our molt ſyweer Saviour,” 


& cheefely of his cruel 
Hagellation, wee allo or. 
daine that the Siſters mv 
ketwodiſciplins a weeks 


in the time of Aduent axdl;.; 


lent that is on the 2. &6, 
fery, but the reſt of the 
yeare once a weeke thatis 
on che 6, fery beſyde:tht 
eues of all prima Claſly 
& feaſts of the B. V. for 
the ſpace ofthe PſalmsMi 
ſerere mei Deus, Deypro 
fundis, of the Antiphone 


Nereminiſcaris , Chriſius 


«the 
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aus eſt,& of the prayers 
tefpice quzeſumus , Deus 


[aiproprium, & Fidelium 
.|Deus omnium conditor. 


Of Abſtinence, 
Crar, IV. 


14 Or ſo much as it 1s 

L contained inthe for- 
neof life; that the Siſters 
ought to faſt at all times, 
wee ſay conſequently,that 
they ought to abltaine at 
al ttimes!., & in all places 


Mi from eating flech. And 


though in the forme of life 
dee contained this clauſe, 


8] towit , that on. Chriſmas 


& ® 
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1:44 
39 
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.& ordinance of our heh 
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day, on what day ſoeuttit|v! 
falleth , the Siſters may il 
make two refeRions, weeſ0! 
declare that therfore it ig} 
not granted vnto then 
that on the ſayd day they 
mzy cate flesh , noe morg"0 
then on all ſundays , og: 
whichthe Siſters may alſo 
all in common make two 
refeQions,as all Chriſtinſ{| 
do onthe ſundayes in lent! 
according to the cuſtont 


Mother the Church. 

2. It is alſo contained 4 
the ſame forme of life thit 
with the young 6 weakt, 
the Abbeſſe shall mercy: 
fully diſpence as sheethir-[> 
keth good, wheruponits|" 


ypon theRule. 65 
ut{[v bee noted , that in this 
my[ipcaſation , one cannot 
. weeſomonly well determine 
- it fete neceſſity of the age, oc 
thenjyeakneſſe, fith it hapneth 
 thebften times, that ſome are 
morgnore ſtrong at 13. yeares, 
, opzn others at 16, & ſoine 
7 alſgſue more greeued & wea- 
twoſkncd with a short & Iighe 
tanicknefſe, then others arc 
lenfÞyvith a greauous & Jong 
onelckne(ſe , for which cauſe 
hellyee exhort ihem all in our 
lordthat inall things they 
| jerry. themſclues ſo pru- 
haſfeatly, that amongſt them 
ke|lomore shine the charity 
cy* of leſus- Chriſt , then ouer 
in-| freat , or indiſcreet auſte-- 
ls| Ity, inſuch ſort nenerthe- 
T 3 


hy 


————— —_— 
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leſſe that the Abbeſſealh 
doe not to eaſely diſpence 
without true, neceſſity, be. 


y 
hat 


ipe 


cauſe by ſuch diſpenſz.|;m 


tions, many times there 


oy! 


haue . come great relaziſcn 


tions in ſome Religions, 

3. The 'Abbeſle 'nener- 
theleſfe or her Vicareſſ, 
by the councell of the di(- 
creet may di{pence with 
the young, lick, & weaks 
that they may take thei 
refection ofren times int 
day , when true & iuſt ne 
ceſſity requireth' it , for 
whome alſo they shall fuf- 
hciently prouide in their 
neceſſi: yes .or weakineſſ, 
as well inmeateas inother 
thinges, 


(Ol 


pon the Rule, 67 
al6| $4. Further wee ordaine 
ence-Jhat the Abbeſſe haue dis 
7 be: [igent care, that with the 
nf flmes, which come vnro 
herefher, chee prouide compe- 
axz|tently for the Siſters in 
15. {fommon, 2ccording to the 
ner-[quantity of almes; tothe 
ſe, [md that the Sifters haue 
diſ-[not occahon to deft, & 
rith[yive ouer their vettuous 
kebeginnings, &holy exerci- 
eh |ies, for want of common, 
nzjor ſufficient refeRion. 
ne 
for 
uf. 
ſt 
le, 
fr 
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4 


—_— 


Of C onfeſsion , and of Cy | 


mUunion, 


amongſt the Siſter 
of this order purity of hat 
& body may haue vigour, 
&bee nourished, 8thac the 
loue & deuotion, vnto the|y 
moſt holy Body of ow[o 
Lord bee alyaiſe augmen-|( 

: 

| 

| 


red & increaſed , wee will 
& ordaine that aboue the 
number metioned in their 
forme of life, to wit, that | 
the Siſters, with leaue of 
the Abbeſle doe confelle 
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; trelue times In the yeare, 


* Thery Siſter who $hall not 


| Car 


that 
Nerg 
hut 
our, 
the 
the 
Our 


iwfull} bee hindered , 
my confeſſe twice euery 
weeke, & likewile as of- 
ten beſides the ſeauen ri- 

& written in the forme 
of life , Shall receiue with 
he greateſt deuotion they | 
zeable the pretious Body | 
of our Lord, in the con- 
tentuall Maſle , except 
with leaue of the Abbeſle 
or the counſaile , of the 


- | Confeſſour of the couent;; 


aty would deferre or ab- 
ſtaine from the ſayd Com- 
munion yntill another day 
forſome juſt cauſe. 

'2. Wee grant alſo that 
ine Abbeſſe may permitt 
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the Siſters oftner to com- 
municate then aboue ſayd 
with the counſaile of the 
difcreete,, if it shall ſeeme 
to them expedient for in- 
creaſe of deuotion & pro- 
oreſſe in vertue , ſtriQly 
admonishing them chit 
thcy take a ſpeciall careto 
performe it with the gre 
teſt preparation &reneren- 
ce poſſible, to the end they 
doe not vndertake ſo great 
a wor ke:through cuſtome, 
but with-feruour of ſpirit. 
3 Likewiſe wee will, & 
alſo-comand by obedience 
that no Siſter of what con 
dition ſocuer «hee bee,may 
prefume to confefle to any 
Confell>ur, Rel: gions,of 


Lo 
on! 


er 
fa 
ofa 
oth 
ſell 
cef 
(01 
pal 
& 


| 
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m- |ular of what degree, 
yd Jondition, or dignity ſoe- 
ths her hee bee, vnder colour 
me bfany grace, or priuiledge: 

n= pranted to the one , or the 

ro- (other, th2n vnto the Con» 

tly|feſour of the Couent , ex- 

ad cept the Abbefſe by the 

toſcounfaile of the greateſt 
@ [part of the diſcreeteSiſters 
0-[& that for inſt & reaſona- 

ey [ble cauſe giue'leaue 'vnto 
a ]her, Exhorting' them in- 
 [ſtancly in our Lord Ieſus: 
t. [tocontent themſelues with: 
& | thoſeſpirituall helpes that 
© | their holy Religion, & Su 
« | periours affoard, & thinke:* 
} | fitto grant, & are confors 
/ | Mable to the true ſpirit of 
* | tatir retyced lyfe where 
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their cheefelt dependang) 
& comfort 1s ypon God, & 
thoſe hee hath appointeg 
for their guydes & Supe. 
riours nothing beeing mo. 
re daingerous then to dil. 
pierſe their afteions,and 
Iudgement too earneſtly 
to runne from the difficul. 
tes, & {uffrance their hes. 
| uenly Father hath ordered 
{ for them. Imagining to 
Wd lightly that all is to beere- 


' moued or better vnderl- 


it tood by ſpeaking to new 
7 perſons which hath oner- 
 throwne many Monaſte- 
&! ries thisReligion is vpheld 
8! by the fpirit of Innocencie 
ſimplicity , & Obedience 
falling once from1hat cath 


pon the Rules 7, | 


"]{our, & purity it is as a 


monſter , in caſe of reaſo- 


ed-[nable difficulty, & true be- f 
- |nefit they muſt neuer do- | 
- [ubt but God will diſpoſe 


i 


the harts of Superiours to | 
affoard al charity compaſ- | 
fon, & true freedone of | 
conſcience may bee expe- 


- [dient for any, Wee or- 


daine more ouer that after 
Compline, bee ended, and 


* [before Tierce finished, no- 
- [1ego toConfeſlion, vnlefle 


it bee for the greatneſſe 


- [ofthenumber, or for any 


uſt cauſe , which is to bee 
done with ſpeciall leaue 
of the Abbeſſe. 

4, And notwithſtanding 


that ia the forme of life it 


+ ——— 
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.nicate the {ack Siſters, ne. 


Lies, that 'heere by migh 
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bee contained that it ig 
.Jawfull for the Chaplaine, 

to celebrate Maſle within 
.the Monaſtery, to commy. 


uvertheles for many peril, 
dangers, and — 


arriye vato theSiſters,wee 
command all the Abbeſſs|ti 
$& Portrefles, &all others 
preſent'&to ceme of euery 
place & couent , that they 
neuer permitt any Prieſt, | 
Re<ligions,orſeculat,toce- 
Jebrate within their Clob 
Ker , or to communicate 
eyther fick, orſound;e> 
cept any were, ſo oppreſſed 
with ſame greauous fick- 
nes, or long contagious | 


vpon the Rule. 5 
liſeaſe , through which 


| chee could nor , or it were 


zot conuenient , for ſome 
great danger , shee should 


.|cometo Maſle , or receiue 


theBody of our Lord,with 
the others in the Church, 
then in ſuch a caſe wee 
rant , that in the ſeauen 
times ordayned in the for- 
me of life & more otten if 


y|the Abbeſſe with the coun- 
ey faile of the diſcreet , doe 
/[find it convenient and for 


theconſolation of the flick 
the Confeſſour with his 
Companion , may for this 
alminiſtration enter wi- 
thin the Cloiſter, 


SEE == 
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-or forme of life muſt of 
1erue & keepe perpetuill 


life to go out of the Inclo- 


cftablish , or reformethis 
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Of the Obſernance of InF) 
cloſure. mu 

1144 

Caray, VI. & 


6 
I» } Nnocent the fourth h 
hath declared thi 


thoſe who vow this Rulef? 


Incloſure, ſo that it is ndf* 
any more lawfull to thenſ** 
In all the courſe ef theit 4 
ſure of their Monaſtery ,Þ” 
neither can leaueorpowt! 0 
bee granted 'vnto them to | 
do it,vnleſſe it bee to plant | 


Rcligton, 


pon the Rules 77 
&ligion , in ſome Mona- 

* 5p. fty. , or to take vpon 
'km the gouuernment 6c 
me&ion of the ſame , or 
avoyd e ſome great loſ- 
& then letit bee done 
ith the expreſle leaue of 
b« Bishop » but when It 
peneth that fome Siſters 
* eſent out. of their Mo+- 
najþpſtery, for the ſayd cau- 
not wee will and ordaine 
en flat they go in the compa= 
y of honeſt perſons, and 
tiring God , & that they 
owith all the haſt they 
anto rhe Couent or place 
ſigned them, but thoſe 
who are thus tranſported, 
kttthem have diligent ca- 
Rwhilſt they are amongſt 


urth 
tha 


welt 
[o- 


), 
/et 
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the ſecular , that they uþ;]it 
ſaine from vaine & indiſJih 
creet wordes, & lookea,! aths 
beshoulding any one in#a! 
the full face, but sheydi 
themſelues mortified, fl 
ſpeaking humbly , & ma(1n! 
deſtly conuerfing witybi 
each one , as it beſeemetiſt 
the hand maydes of Teſus|tu 
Chriſt, 8 the daughtersdth 
S. Clare. | vi 

2, Moreouer when as invf 
the forme of life mentia|th 
1s made of Siſters feruing 
without the Monaſter, th 
who excluding the vowo ui 
incloſure, make their pro-| M 
feſſion like the other S| 
ſiers, going in & out for] « 
the ſeruice ofthe other! 


vponthe Rules, 9 
' 1 {ers, in bulineflesneceſſa- 
ndiflithy:to:bee done., without 
6, &the Monaftery- , -as was 
e infapnenient , natwichitan- 
hewding for many dangers , & 
» likarmes, which by chis'ac- 
wolfalion may happen to'ithe 
vidySifters, & their conents , 
nethfenedidt the 12. hath infti- 
ſus/tuted 8& ordained, thit 
rsof thence forth no profeſſed 

liſter preſume to go out 
5 inofincloſure,vnlefſe for the 
tion/the foreſayd cauſes , and 
ing wee alſo defiring to hane 
ergy] the foreſayd ordinance in- 
yof| iolably obſerned, com- 
r0-] mand that all the Siſters of 
$&| what ſoeuer ſtate & con. 
for] dition who are bound, or 
S-| heereafter hall bee bound 
V 2 
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to the obſeruance of thi 
Rule of S. Clare, perſenet 
allwaiſe vnder perpetwllir 
incloſure , ſo that navth 
heerafter of them may hay 
ue leaue to goe out of thih 
incloſure, vnder title ofb 
ſeruants, or what. ſoenee/nc 
other cauſe, exceptingthe|k 
a foreſayd , as aboue mea 
tioned. d 
3- Notwithftanding iff 
heerafter it shall happeae 
that the Siſters do ſtandin|t| 
need of the help of any|! 
pious woemen, who bee|t 
modeſt, diſcreete , andet|! 
elder yeares, they may a6 |t 
t 

| 

| 


mitt them yett ſoe that in 
noe ſort they enter 1nt0 
the Mona ſtery. 


vpon the Rule: 
f the 4. Wee moreouer ordat- 
ſenene, that In euery.Conuent, 
etwllinſome open publick place 
naw{there bee made one onely 
y hywheele, of a conuenient 
f thyheight, and widenes , and 
le efbrought ſoe round, that 
eneeone may bee able to loo- 
gtheſke eyther in or -out , by 
mewany crannies, or chinckes, 

by which wheele the Si- 
g ffſiters may receive the thin- 
ppenſzes which bee brought 
id iaſthem -, or giue out what is 
any]to bee ginen out, but if 
bee|the things that are to bee 
df[ginen in & out bee ſolong 
jad: |that they cannot paſſe 
it in | through the wheele, lett 
;nto | fhem bee given in & out 
by the gate of the Mona» 
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ſtery,when need 5þall bee|jyi 
_-$.Inlike:manner for theſyw} 
greater-ſecurity of the $i pe 
ſers.&:Conunents, wee or:| bee 
daine that in no,conueni(co: 
all ready ere@ed.or heraf|pre 
ter ito bee .ereted then[& 
bee permitted :toibee made|tio! 
any.other wheele,grate,o| 7 
ſpeake houſe , beſids the 
ordinary , ett therforginc 
each conuent content it}ou' 
ſelf allyaiſe with: onf|gat 
ſpeakhouſe , with one| ga 
whecle, grate,8 one one] ſuc 
cate, & that ina-public| ma 
& open place. Wi 

6. Furthermore wee | to 
daive, that by the wheet| th; 
there bee made a ſpealt 
window ſtrongly fencd| ſe 


ag —_— 


vpon the Rule: 37 || 
ljith an iron grate, at || 
keſwhi.h the Siſters $hall | 
Sidſpeake , wheu need Shall || 
t:| bee, for iuſt occaſians:,;av+ || 
n/cording to the manner.ex- || 
aprefſed inthe forme of like || 
7 & theſe preſent ordina- | 
&tions. EIS: 

a -, Wee ordaine moreo- 
hquer, that according to the 
19incloſure of the Monaſtery 
il ouer againſt theprincipall. 
negate, there bee another, 
tel gate raiſed , diſpoſed in 
I] fuch-ſort that the Siſters 
&| may not bee able in any 
wiſe to come or approach 
| to the principall gate, and 
*| that none without may by 
| reaſon of the ſecond gate 
: {ee into the conuent by the 


' V4 Declarations. ti 
| chinkes,if by chance therg fee 
| bee any in the firſt gate, orfe | 
| perceinethe Siſters yoiceshhe 
| with out, RT 71 

8. In like manner weſper 
will that the gardin gate,þb 

& the dormitory bee faſt ppc 
locked in the night time,&hin 
for: the greater ſecurity of bh 
the ſayd Siſters , it shallþe: 
| not bee lawfull for any Sithre 
| ſer of whatſocuer condisþecg 
tionto put letters of com-|ibb 
mendations or other wri«ktt 
tings shut or open. byſyhi 
themſelues or others , ate 
the wheele, gate or grate, |ne 
or cauſe them to bee there [the 
put, tothe end. that thef [ze 
may bee ſent, or-carryed re 
out, & if it should happet 


th ut 


» 
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FÞatany ſuch letters should 
6 fe putt, cr leafr in any of 
ot fic foreſayd places,or any 
ehhereelſe;none hall pre- 
hme to receiue read, or 
eefpen them , or cauſe them 
ebbce received , read, or 
lt ened,vnlefſeth:y have 
&hia firſt preſented! to the 
of Þbbeſſe , which the Ab- 
llhelſe, muſt firſt reade, be- 
thre any Siſter reade, of- 
liscgive them, And if the 
n-libbeſſe chance in Tuch 
leſktters to find anything, 
by wich is not convenient ta 
at |dee written, th:y shall by 
& [me meanes bee giuen to 
re h:Siſters,to whame they: 
ff |zreſent,or by whome they 
d Te ſent, bur the $ iſter that. 
| Rats 
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| chinkes,if by chance there ſec 
| bee any in the firſt gate, or fic 
perceine the Siſters yoices hhe 
with out. To bm 

$. In like manner wee} 
will that the gardin gate, þb 
& the dormitory bee falt jyp, 
lockedin the night time,&h; 
for: the greater ſecurity of þbh 
the ſayd Siſters , it shall}eq; 
not bee lawfull for any Si2hre 
Ner of whatſocuer condisfecg 
tionto put letters of com-fibb 
mendations or other wri=|tc 
tings shvt or open. byſjhi 
| themſelues or others , ate 1 
the wheele, gate or grate ne 
or cauſe them to bee thereſhz 
put, tothe end. rhat they ſire 
may bee ſent, or-carrycd ne | 
out, & if it should happen 


th at 


» 


". Pponthe Rule. 
at any ſuch |2tters $hould 
© ſee putt, Cr leafr in any of 
y ke foreſayd places,or any 
5 khere elſe,none $hall pre- 
me to receiue read, or 
ejpenthem , or cauſe them 
& bbce received, read, or 
ppened,vnleſſeth:y have 
in firſt preſented' to the 
f kbbeſſe ,- which the Ab- 
ILhzfe, mult firſt reade , be- 
{2hre any Siſter reade, of- 
[*|cgive them, And if the 
n-fbbeſſe chance in Tuch 
- tters to find any-thing,, 
dYÞhich is not convenient ta 
ſte written, th:y Shall by 


& Mme meanies bee giuen to 
re hs Siſters,to whame they 
& freſent,or by whome they 


«(xe ſcat, bur the Siſter that] 


4 


- | fads Y 
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Shall attempt to write ; or 
ſend any the like letters, 
Shalbee ſeverely punishelſſen 
& 1t $shall not bee lawfullzer 
for any Siſter to giue theifthe 
letters into their hands,bſſſd 
whome, they are to be 
carryed. Wee alſo ordai 
ne , that no Abbeſle, readq#f:; 
any letters, whichare ſen 
vnto her, or ſend any ouf/ 
of the Monaſtery, to wha 
ſocuer perſon, before the) 
Shall bee deliuered to on," 
ofthe diſcreete,to that en( 
appointed by the othergecu 
which Siſter muſt eueqyee 
yeare bee changed, hauinf|Vhe 
another ſubſtituted, & a#tone 
figned in her-place , whid|ttd 
Siſter ſo appointedis boli 


—  — 
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*loreade allletters , before 
s.|he Abbeſſe reade them'oc 
ellſnd them out of the con- 


them when they are ſea- 
Jed. | 


the 


dqFf the elefton of the Abbeſſe, 
nl D1/creers, 5 other Officers. 
4 | 

hl. Cray. VIL. 

ef | 
"ni #1 Hat the Siſters may 
nll” & proceed the niore 
niecurely in the eleRion, 
eqſyee will & ordaine that 
ovben the Abbefle of any 
tonuent-ts dead, or detai- 
ia106d with ſome long infic- 
jWſtity', ſo that shee carinot 


»! 
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commodiouſly perform 
her office , or if shee will 
for ſome iuſt & reaſonable|! 
cauſe,renounce her office, | 
of bee a violatour of her þ 
Rule, and holy obſeruanc| 
or found guilty of ſom 
enormious crime, or gre! 
nous finne, threedayes af T 
ter her death , depoſition|,.. 
or abſolution from herof,1 
fice, the profeſſed Siſte 
muſt prouide themſcly 
of another Abbeſle,accor 
ding tothe canonicall for & 
me , obſeruing in the elq,., 
Eon the Coun, of Tren pry 
SeR. 25. can, 7. to Wi pric 
that the cle&ed beeatleaſ\ | 
thirty yeares of age , al "D 
hath liued diuers yea | 


ypon the Rule. $9 

very laudably and exan- 
plarly afcer her profeſſion, 
| 2. This manner they $hal 
4G obſerue in the clection of 
the Abbeſſe, the third day 
K fter her death, &c. The 
" Vicareſſe shall by letters 
J:adcerriſe he Bishop oc 
[o her  Superiour of the 
death or depolition of the 
[abbefſe, beſeeching him - 
ether to come himſelf, or 
"Io ſend another in his pla- 
ce, to make the eleRion , 
& they $hall chooſe two 
wittneſſes, or ſcrutatours, 
,|prudent men , pious, and 
priefts , if they can com- 
modiouſly bee had who 
may afliſt the ſayd Bishop 
or his deputy, that.ſa the 

X I 
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eletionmay bee madethe 
more peaccably , and wi. | 
thout ſuſpition of partia- wh 
lity,& iniuſtice according}? 
to the preſcript of the ſa.|'*? 
cred Canons. 

3. In the meane time, Gh 
whilſt the Bishops com|#lf 
mand is expected, the Si. ele 
ſters muſt make contin 
uall, & feruent prayer tt 
Allmighry God , beeſee the 
ching him to diſpoſe alſ* 
things ro the honour. anſ?. 
glory of his divine Maiq** 
ſty , and wee command.i 3* 
vertue of Obedience, thi *9 
the Siſters ſpeake not td Pe 
one another as by way p 
counſaile about ; the e| ** 
&ion, or ſaying tharit ſe} ©? 


" wponthe Rule. og1 *® 
[nes to mee that ſuch or 
" [ach an one were fitt, or 
yhat thinke you of ſuch 
an one, but lett them all 
{;.lcaue the buiſines to the 
_ [inſtruction of the holy 
Ghoſt, & lett them haue 
aſpeciall care, that in all 
g;ileleftions they cary them- 
ſelues, purely , lincerely, 
piouſly & canonically wi- 
-lihout cauillations , that 
|Jalltogeather beeing vnited 
nn peace and charity may 
il ele& her whome they ind- 
1 ge molt firt for the ſalua- 
1x1 tion of their ſoules & the 
| profitt of the Monaſtery, 
o 4+ That the Siſters may 
| bee the more vnited, and 
2 confarme to th2 diuine 
| SW 
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will, the ſame day inthe! 
morning , that the elegigh& 
is to hee made they $halſmc 
receiue the ſacred Bodyof off 
Chriſt , if it may bee, an{ fit 
the ſame. morning , Maſl] þe 
Shall bee celebrated of thi of 
holy Ghoſt, Where notg Sil 
that th: Vicarefſe $hal[ in 
write,or cauſe to beewritl ke 
ten in the ſame charac th 
twice, or thrice as man] w 
bills as there beeprofeſſe|| th 
Siſters , in each of whici| or 
Shall bee written thele| re 
words, I elec for ourRe| tc 
uerend Mother Abbeſſ| t; 
Siſter N. 8 the Vicareſſ| tl 
Shall deliner one to eacþ| n 
ofthem, wherein the $1 i 
er shall write her paws, 


own” 


, ITY 


TT wpontbeRule. o3.Y 
the} whome shee in conſcience 

&ig}& before God chall iudge | 
halſmoſt fitr to performe that | 
yoſ office. The Bishop,his Vi- | 

an{ fitour, or deputy , when {| 
aff] bee is cometo thewindovy {| 
the oftheChurch erate, all the | 
ot Siſters beeing affembled Y 
all in the quire , hee shall ma- | 
rifke an exhortation vpon | 
Te the eletion to bee made, | 
mm which beeing ended , all 1 
Tel the Siſters are to depart | 
| ont of the quire, and $shall 
cle] returne one after an other 
e-| to the Bishop,or his depu- 
ſe] ty,&put their bills wherin 
ſe] they haue written her na- 
<1 me whome they choofe, 
| into a box, or dish prepa- 
, | ted for that end, which 


| 
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| done the ſuperiour hill 
take the bills out of the 
boxe or dish, and having 
sh:wen them firſt to the 
witneſſes, or ſcrutatours, 
Shall declare the ſuffrage 
beginning with her that 
$hall have feweſt ſuffrages 
& in the ſame miner going 
on wi:h:he reſt, and shee 
that «hall bee found to ha 


ue the greateſt half of the]; 


ſuffrages, shall bee judged 
truly elected, & if it chan: 
ce that shee bee not elec- 


ted the firſt time , they] 
$hall againe returne to the| 
election in the ſame man-|' 
ner, vntillthe Abbeſſe shal| 


bee choſen. 


5: Which beeing dons | | 


[4 
6 
5h 


a 


the 
ing 
the 
rs, 
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! the ſuffrages declared 
heBishop , or his deputy 
hall confirme her in the 
name of the Father , & of 
the ſonne , and of th: holy 


$!1Ghoſt. Amen , and the $1- 


ſers $hall nnd Te Deum, 
which done thz 2 Superiour 
laytn, Confirma hoc Deus 
& Ationesnoſtras, Then 


[all the Religious Siſters 


imbrace their new Mo- 
ther, & acknowledge her 


'[fortheir true}, and lawfall 
"| Abbeſle, 8 Superiour, the 


ſame manner $hall bee ob- 
ſerued i in the ele&tion of 


*| the Vicarelle, & the other | 


officers, whome they Shall 
name onely by voice, w1- 
thout writing , & for the 
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eleRion of them $kall bh 
fice the greater part of teſt 4 
ſuffrages , the Vicareſſ* 
Shall every three. year 
bee preſented tothe voice * 
of the Community , " 
whoſe liberty it hall be'© 
to continue her in her of Jt 
ce, it they shall pleaſe ,al l: 
other officers chall þ # 
choſen a new euery thre: Ts 
yeares, yett it shall bee 
the power of the comm. 
nity, if they indge it expe po 
dicnt, to chooſe again * 
any of them and confirm 


them in their office fot 7 
another terme; vnleſſe ne f 


ceſſity vrge, none chal] bet 
choſen to any office before : 
phey hane paſſed foe]. 


ra[jearesin Religion,& hane 
Wl ained tothe twenty fiue 
< Wares of age compleat, 
tone before three yea= 
” "hes of profeſſion 5hall 
have an aciue voice, In 
| the eleRion of the officers 
\g|but in the election of the 
al ,(bbeſſe all the profeſſed 
{hall have their yoices. 

6. And that peace, loue, 
[& truth of a good c6ſcien- 
ſes May allwais bee in vis 

,[gour , amongſt the Siſters, 
& wee exhort them in our 

[Lord Ieſus-Ch:iſt, that in 
| all ele&ions , & mutations 
of officers &diſcreets,they 
fly all ambition,diſcord,8 
partiality , by promoting 
the leaſt worthy & un 
preſſing the more fict , 


= = 


"= i 


vpon theRule. o7 Ay 
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ſuffitient, for by thismeang 
they would much hurt 
their owne conſciences, 
7. The Siſters alſo in the 
ele&ion of Officers, muf 
not aske counſaile of one 
another concerning het 


whome they deſire t 


yo1 


chooſe, or by any meanetei 
diretly or indiredly ;|lay 
Shew that they approue, re, 


or diſapproue, of any one|! 


but let them feruently c6- 
med the buſinelle to Alm 


ghty God, by prayer with] 
a moſt ſincere deſire of kis|' 
glory,& the commongool| 


& peace of the Monaſtery, 
Aﬀeer the ele&ion they 
| shall by no means, shev 
| their opinions of the fit- 


nes, or ſufficiency of ary 


wvpon the Rule. o9 } 
lifter, whatſocuer eleRted 
or diſcharged , but they 
hall eſteeme it to bee the 
tbſolute will of God, and 
therwith reſt content, no- 
ve alſo muſt euer declare 
to whome shee gaue her 
rice , or to whome not , 
rither $hall it euer bee. 
lawfull for them to inqui- 
re, about the ſame direQ« 
ly or indirectly. 
8. Wee moreoner admo- 
nish that none ele&ed by 
the inſftin& of the holy 
Cheſt , & the voices of the 
Siſters,to whatſoever offi- 
ce, do auoyde the burthen 
and labour, but that shee 
humbly accept it for the 
loue of God , neither mult 
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Shce require to bee abſel. |. 
ued or depoſed fiom het j 
office, without ſome great þ— 
& reaſonable cauſe, and E 
ſound & good counſaile ſve 
but lett them Carry them. ; 
ſelues with ſingular char} 
ty, patience , and ſuffering; 
for the loue of God, for fl 
whoſe ſake they doe 2 
Shewing themſclues trulf 
fimple, & obedient, as all Jy 
dewhems they chat: 
ce to bee put from thei 
office , according to tht wt 
ſaying of their holy Fathey Mie 
S.Francis,to witt that wed , 
ought not to find more diff 
culty when ſuperiority] is 3 

taken from vs, then whe j 
wee are taken from wit 


"a &* 
"ng 
»þ 
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«4 vpon the Rl eo 10 L 
ing the Sillers feete, © _ 


by $ * 


& } | 
at 6 > LAS TAES 


nt ſe manner # \bould C Sheer? 
a Enar; ni. 
n 


p— 
o 


TVhen a T it is contats 
ned;jn, the forme 0 
fe >. that the Abbelle is 


nd to call the Siſters| to 


altitute & ordaine, that the 

jp lbbefſe or Vicareſſe haue 

.|t diligent care to aſligne 

gl hower for houlding 

chapter, when all that bee 

[iv health may come vato 
—_ y 
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It , to which Chapter wor 
will haue one or two me. [ini 
TE to bee added,accordiny|to 
to thenumber of theSiſteylge! 
and variety of buſineſſtz|for 
that by reaſon therofnonar 
thing of the diuine Office]ben 
or common. itmploymentſdeſ 
may bee omitted.” * *. [ihe 
_ 2: Allwaife when: thjtio! 
Abbeſſe, will call the'${ſter 
Rersto Chapter, the ſighſthe 
of Obetlience $hall beegi]the 
ven with a tolF of thebell]ocu 
which beeing heard, alſ& 1 
the Siſters that are welliſon 
health, & not neceſſari|ſter 
hindred at that time {libs 
ſeruing the ſick,are bound] wi: 
preſently to come to tit in 1 
aſſembly, 8 the Abbelk| no: 


vpon the Rulev. t6 ; 
«or Vicareſſe having firſt 
9-[\nuocated 'the grace of the 
In alfoly Clioſt,shallmak8the 
general commendations 
wſtor the living , 6 & the dead 
6/04ming 1 particulat the 
eenefaQours , thit have 
teſtowed on them * an ''al& 
. [es, which cecomme da- 
he ſtrons beeing made ;rhe'Si- 
Miters aryſe , reciting fot 
wſthem the ſuffeages /; firſt 
pthc Pſalme, Ad te feuaut 
eljoculos, & De pro findis, 
all & hen the ſuffrages fol: 
infowing to witt Pater no- 
il ter, Et nenos inducas, Sed 
in liber's nos, Fiat p1x', &E. 
nd] with*hereſt of the prayers 
kin the end they ſay Pater 
i _— heabbeſſe ſayes 
| F- 1 
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Deus det- nobis ſuam pg[k 
cem, and they atſweat | 
Amen; then shee & all thif 
Siſters againe itt downgjjo) 
& if there bee any Noun 
ces, they firſt ſpeake theo 
fault, & hauing receivedghe 
pennance of the Abbeſyjteſ 
or- Vicareſſe , depart outſtv 


ofthe Chapter,& pray ſoqpr: 
thereſt. ; - pe 
Epartut he 


one after a notherproſtradl; 
ting themſelues $hall i be 
generall declare thei 
faults, & for the ſamer 
ceiue a generall pennanct} 
afteriyards each onesfill| til 
in particular humbly an 
deuoutly , acknowledp| tl 


pon the Rule. 6; 
| pg|teir fault, as they shal 
eagfndthemſelues to have of. 
I thifended , with their hands 
whoyned, knecling, proſtrate 
oulſbn the ground, beginning 
hefrom the younger,to whos 
edge the Abbefſe or, Vica- 
eſsfeſſe shall giue  pennance, 
ontjtv each according to the 
 faqpreatnes of the fault ; & 1f 

{[need bee, «hee admonis- 
ſheth , reprehendeth , and 
texjcorreReth them charitas 

bly , as shee 5hall iudge to 
n dee expedient , without 
i note of partiality ; the Si= 
6 ters alſo «hall allwaiſe 
& with all humility & pas 
ll tience receive their pen- 
dl nance, & with great deuo« 
tlon performe it, 
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4+ The Siſters $hall Ws, 
very careful that noe 
make replies in Chaptdff a 
or elle where,ncithershikea 
they aleadge eloked exiiben 
ſes, & in the Chaptet nonhor 
Shall preſume 'to ſpeilkſe, 
without the: expreſle lijnoc 
cence the Abbeſſe. he 

'5- They $hall likewiljno! 
take heedethat iacy by mifflu 
meanes vpbraide one athyo 
other for the faults reprs{ma 


fitation , or whatſoeb(|the 
other defeats committed 
inthe world, or in Rel 
vion , &ifinthis ary oft 
shall bee found culpabls, 
Shee shall bee ſeuerelypr | 
nished by the Abbeile. 


| vpn the Rule. 167. 

l&6. All things beeing done . || 
noeff; ended, as hath bin ſayd, 
Ptff any buſineſſe bee to bee 
Slifreated , they may all to 
xpeather treate therof,, ac- 
onfording to the forme of li- 
2k, with due gravity , and 
knodeſty , taking heede to 
themſclues that they vtter 
'ifnot any diſordinate, ſuper- 
'Mfuous , or vnprofitable 
ajwords, all beeing in this 
[manner ended , the Ab- 
i4beſſe figning herſelf with 
&|the ſigne of the- croſſe, 
dl feyth Adiutoriumnoſtrim 
[in nomine Domini , 'to 
whome the Siſters anſwea« 
re, Qui fecit ceelum & ter- 
-| ram, which done the $i-. 
ters depart out of the 


— 
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: Chapter , In the name of Þ" 


our Lord. 


— kW 


Of filence , & the manner of 


 ſeaking at the ſpeak bouſeÞ" 
& the gate. | 


Cna p, IX; 


t; A Yherear peace is i|3 
Y worke of Juſtice, &® 
filence is a defence andaſ 
keeper of the ſame jeage}Þ" 
that the feruqur of deuo#] 
tion may not grow cold,&|. 
bee extinguished by inor- 
dinate &too much talking 
wee ordaine that the Sis 
ſters obſerue Glence, as is 
ſett downe inthe orien of 
+6 


. tg te 1 rr nn 


oO - 
_—_— 


Ypon the Rule. 109 | 
diffrom the end of Com- 
"Hine, ta the end of Tierce 


y. 


=[ :, They <hall alſo per- 
&ruaily obſerue htence, 
the forme of life ſayih, 
the Church , Dortour, 
kRefeRory in th: time of 
ting, vnlelle it bee inthe 
Iifi-mary. 
- | 3 And though no MENn- 
gp" bee made of filence, | 
],foee kept inth? Cloiſter 
ee; the foreſayd forme of 
' "fe, wherof the reaſon 
My bee , becauſe in the 
\ ſfimeof $, Clare, when S, 
ng [ancis gaucherthe form 
2 [life 10 the Monaſtery of 
*: Þ. Damian , where then 
of [ire remained, they had 
Z 
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no cloiſter , by reaſon of} 
the extreame pouerty offh 
that place , wee notyith:þ, 
ſtanding ſeriouſly coufideþy 
ring , that Pope Gregoyhh 
the ninth ordained in they 
firſt Rule,that the ſayd$4;i 
ſters should Keepe conti4y 
nuall filence, at al timey 
& in all places, & likewilge 
becauſe that in all well oFi; 
dered Religions , thhe 
Cloiſter is 10yned next toſy 
the Church , wherin ſilend; 
ce muſt bee kept , wee ther 
ſtitute & ordaine that hen4y; 
ce forward the Siſters eb 
ſerue allwaiſe filence 1G 
the Cloiſter, as alſo in the[hc 
places named inthe forme] 
of life, 1 


vpon the Rule, ITT 

of 4. Wee moreoner com- . 
offhand that no Siſter of 
ith:f/hat ſoener condition £0 
eſo the ſpeake houſe, wi- 
othoutleaue ofthe Abbeſſe 
thebr Vicareſſe,& hwing ob- | 
I Stained leaue , that shee by 
nttho means fpeake there to. 
negtny perſon vnlefſe there 
nilhce preſent two profeſt 
| otFiſters , plainly hearing & 
theherceiuing what is ſayd; - 
t toyhich Siſters muſt beealfo * 
endif the number of the diCl- 
ellfrreet, for when as ar the 
hen rate intheChurch where 
 ob- the Siſters ſtand before 
> 10 God & his Angells, there 
the[bee to bee three aſſigned of 
me] the foreſayd diſcreet, how 
- [much more reaſonable isit 
4 2 


112 Declarations, 
that in the ſpeake houſe; Jn 
which is a place- moreki 
common & publick thereſki 
bee two Siſters aſſignedſo1 
her who hath leaue tohl: 
ſpeake. 7 

5. Wee alſo ordaine, thatfe 
according to the forme offic 
life, no Siſter ener ſpeake q.] 
at the gate ofthe Monaſteſbc 
ry to any perſon withontyite 
high, or low, with Siſtersf'g 
or without them. Y in 

6. Wee will alſo. thatpili 
when any Siſtef;Yor ſomeſtic 
euident vtility , or ſomeſ 
_ reaſonable cauſe , is to[s, 
ſpeake to any one at the|th 
grate in the Church, befo-|(pe 
re , & after shee ſpeaketh, |c0 
a Siſter appointed forthat T 


vpon the Rule, 113, 
fe;bid lift vp a litle the cur- 
ore fine , which hingeth wi- 
crefhin , aud preſent]y lert 'it 
nedfowne in the accuſtomed 
 tohlace, ſo that when shee 
reaketh , shee bee neuer 
thatkene by any in the full 
 offce. 
akth.Noe Siſter «hall ſpeake 
Redbere, but as the forme of 
outſife ſaych, with perſons of 
eryÞ'gnity, mature, & modelt 

their neerekinsfolks, and 
hafilies , & their ſpirituall 
meſfiends , which $hall bee 
meſrery rare]y. 
to[3.If moreoner it happen, 
the|that any perſen enter, & 
{0-|heake to them, they $hal! 
th, |couer their faces modeſt- . 
hat ly & a litle incline, them- 

my”. 
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ſelucs., as-it beeſeemetk Yin 
Religious modeſty, na 
9. Furthermore in theo 
Lent of S. Martin , whichPar 


' wveewill haueto beginthepet 


day after all Sainces, andph 
to continue till the natiui4ph 
ty of our Lord ; as alſoinflil 
the great Lent,whichwee 11 
wilhaue to begin the nexpur 
day after shroue ſunday,jha 
wee ordaine that in thelgpe 
times, no Siſter ſpeakefie 
with any perſon .at thape 
ſpeake houſe,or grate,buv! 
for the cauſes expreſſedin 
the forme of life , excep/Wc 
ting onely the Abbeſſe, Vin 
careſſe,& Portreſſe for the] M: 


naftery, as hzther to hath 


 wpontheRule. 
th fin accuſtomed. In I:ke 

zanner during theſe times 
the ſo Siſte r shall writeto her 
ichParents, or friends, but for 
thefxrtraor dinary cauſes , 
ndſhich cinot bee differred 
iuidrhich shall bee left tothe 
0 infliſcretion of the Abbeſle. 
veel 11. Wee alſo exhort, in 
exthur Lord Ieſus-Chriſt , 
Jayphat when any Siſter 
xlapeaketh at the grate in 
;kethe Church., or in the 
thipeake houſe , for at the 
butwheele it shall not bee 
d infpermitted , but in a few 
ep-words , for iuſt neceſſity, 
Vi{in ſuch manner , that they 
the] may bee heard of the ſtan- 
{o-|ders by , they take heed of 
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ble diſcourſes, with fee: 1d: 
jars , and that the wordgſhe 
which proceed from themhet 
bce modeſt, & profitable, [ft 
as beeſeemeth the kand:[ca 
mayds of our Lord leſus-|ue 
Chriſt, & the obſeruers ofho 
the holy Ghoſpell. Þre 
12. That they auoyde ſn.|y] 
perfluons words, ſulpi-Þh 
cious , & familiatity of ſe-|m 
cular perſons, & their long be 
321 vnprofitable diſcour-]by 
les. "2M 
113, Wee ordaine that by 
no means, the Siſters, bee 
Godmothers to any, ſonne 
or danghter, what ſoeuer, | 
cyther by themſclues, of 
ay interpoſed perſon. 
14. Wee morcouer 0t- 


dhe necedfull for any to en- 
temfer into the cloiſter, to vi- 


| 

| 
ble [ft the fick, or for ſome 1ult -]Þ 
pl 
| 


ad-lcanſe, the Siſters, who ha- 
ſus-ue leaue to ſpeake, ſpeake 
5 offot vnto them , but in the 


preſence of two Siſters, 


fo-lyhich muſt heare them 


(pi-that ſpeake, which Siſters 


ſe-Jmuſt alſo bee of the num- 
"08 þer of the diſcreet, aſſigned 
ur-]Þy the Abbeſſe , or Vica«» 
eſſe to this effect, 

by 
| 
ne 
il 
or 


f- 


vpon the Rule. nFJ 
©: Wine, that when it shall | 
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mma, 


Of the Obſernance of Ponerty, 
& that the Siſters muſt not 
receine peſſeſsions or haue 

any thing proper, 


CHap. X. 


7: Sages as according |{ 
to the forme of life I ſc 
the Abbeile, & all the Si-]. : 
ſters are bound to obſerue | nc 
the Poverty , which they: [re 
haue promiſed to God , & [ac 
S. Francis , to witt not to | pt 
receiue nor haue [poſlel- | 
ſions,or propriety by them | {c 
ſelues, or any perſon in- | n 
terpoſed,that they may the | x: 
more pe:fly , & intircly | 


J, 


wpon the Rule. 119 
bſeruc the ſayd pouerty, 
pot rECEluUINg Or retaining 
any poſſcſhon, or proprie- 
ty, WEe fo: bid the ſayd S1- 
ters that they doe not any 
wiſe hire any houſe, field, 
rgardin to plough, med- 


Hoy to crltiuate , or vines 


things bought, begged,:or 


jarde , or ary thing what- 
ſocuer to labour or poſ- 
ſeſle. r ea 
. 3» Moreover they shall 
not hane inheritances , or 


rents, they shall not recet- 


ye yearely prouiſions, or. 
= ey almes , eyther 

y themſelues, or any per- 
lon interpoſed , they $hall 
not hane granaries, or {to- 


rchouſes ſo filled with 


120 | 
o herwiſe gotten, in ſuck 
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18 by 
| plenty, & aboundance, ax il 


to fel] therof, or that they þr 
may mantaine themſeluegþhi 


therwith aboue a yeare 


Pp 


without begging, for thig|cis 
1s wholly contrary to theirþf 


pouerty,furthermore they 
shall neuer haue oxen, ki. 
ne, flockes of sheepe, ſt 
bles of horſes, cuppes , of 
plates of gould, filuer, or 
pretious ſtone,or any othet 
whatſoeuer eſtimable ma- 
ter, treaſures of gould , or 
filuer, monneys , or what: 
ſocuer prouilfion, conſer; 
wable aboue aycare, 

3- Wee allo will, & or- 
daine, that the thinges 
which bee left the Siſters 


le 
lo 


| 


vpanthe Rule. 
uk Þy will & teſtament, bee 
\ 3 fiſpoſed according to the 
hey brdination of Nicolas the 
ves fhird', in his declaration 
arehpon the Rule of S, Fran- 
hikes, when as alſo the forme 
16irþf life Cayth that the Si- 
icy fters muſt not appropriate 
ki. ÞÞ themſelues any thing , 
tz: Jhouſe, places, or any thing 
or jelle , whatſoeuer, as the 
orſſayd Pope Nicolas the 
it [third, Clement the fiueth, 
2 |& many other Popes haue 
of |declared, in the expoſition 
ts [of the ſayd Rule , that the 
t- | renuntiation & abdication 
of all thinges therin made 


r- | muſt bee vnderſtood, as 


s | well in particular , as in 
common , and yee in this 
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ſcience,haue the fimplevſe 


point adhearing to the fq;. 
reſayd writing, will, and 
command the ſayd renun. 
tiation , & abdication, of 
propriety of all thing 


which the Siſters vow forl 


the loue of God, as merito- 
Tious, profitable, &worthy 
of eterna!l reward , to bee 
kept intirely, &-inuiols 
bly of all the Siſters pre 


ſent, & to come, as wellinſf 


particular, as in generall, 
notwithſtanding the Si- 
Ners may with a ſafe con- 


of thoſe things which are 
granted them , according 
to the forme of life : & of 
thoſe things , which are. 
nct therin forbidden , yett 


Qs - 


Mel 


n« [ple the vſeof things neceſ- || 


vpon the Rule, 12 © 


without propriety of the \f 


layd hinges, as for exam- 


offfary for the celebration, 8c 


os 
fot 


adminiſtration of the di- 


vine Office, for the habi- 


-o. tation, and ſuſtentation of 


hy 
}eQ 
la. 
re 
[1n 


Ul; | 


Si 
JN 
vie 
ure 


ng 


the body, & for the execu- 


ton of the offices , & buſt- 
nefles thercunto required, 
according to the foreſayd 
forme of life , & th*ir ho- 
ly Religion;they may alſo 
ye thoſe things, which 
others haue liberally gi- 
neothem , or procured for 
them: & which they haue 
rained by their owne la- 
bour, for things giuen, 


|tegged, & gained by la- 


bour, are not repugnant to 


| 
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on 


which ihey profeſle, 
4. Wee moreouer ordai. eb 
ne that the almes, which! 
are ſent to the Siſters jgÞ1 
particular, or in commonÞ* 
bee diſtributed in particuÞ# 
lar or in common, to the 
that ſtand in need , acconf! 
ding to the diſcretion vff®' 
the Abbelle, wee alſo wilſ< 
not 1t bce lawtull for "Y 
Siſter to oiue that which]. 
1s fent her, of giuen herb) 
her parents, to an other Si 
Ker that ſtandeth in needt 
therof, orto ſend it to any 
perſon out of the Convent} 
without the licence,& wil]. 
of th? Abbeſle. « 
5. Wee will allo that 


Concerning lie 


pon the Ride. Try 
pacerning - ontrafting of 
+ fkbis, the Siſters do all- 
i-aile & euery where,as is 
-;ntained in the forme of 
one, & that they take heed 
cyt they build not ſtately 
ſumptuous buildings, 
onſſt that they content them 
Fes with litle and hum- 
-nllle. 


il 


Ti 


| SMDADIO Ta 
rby Of the ſick, Siſter's. 
de CHaADp., XI. 


ent Vee ordaine that 
x11 Y when any Siſter is 

Finoully lack , or very 
Lt Fake, the Abbeſſe., or 
ng licarefſe - bee bound Pre» 
A 2 


126 Declarations 
ſently to prouide her of 
conuenient attendance, 

_ 2. The Siſters appointed, 
for the ſeruice of the fickhe; 
Shall take diligent heedþe 
that they bee not in anjho 
wiſe wanting in theirof4, 
ces', but that they ſermghr 
them humbly, deuoutly,&hc 
with feruour of charity, 


"IE Oe OA 


if they were ſick. 

3. The Abbeſſe in likf 
manner , vnleſſe shee be 
lawfully hindred,hall br 
bonnd at leaſt once everſj[!, 
diy, to vifit the (ick & ſth 
her 2bſence, her Vicarellq\, 
is bound to do it, leaſtby] 6 
her negligence, the Siller ba 


pon the Rule. T1y | 
of [nay in their infirmity | 
, {vant any thing. ; 
teq 4. The Ahbeile,or Vica- 
ickfeſe for recquery of the: 
edhealch ofthe ſayd fick;shal 
anfſhot aske, or take connſaly 
oc of any Phyfitian orChi- 
eroian who 1s not a Ca- 
y&holick , but shall require 
yaSemedy of the moſt de- 
Idiout. ; 
her, 5. They who enter shall 
 Wwaiſe have due atten- 
likance, ſo that the Abbeſſe, 
 beir Vicarelle , and tyyo or: 
lb&three of the diſcreet bee 
fly aiſe preſent , vntill. 
& hey bee gone out of the 
elMonaſtery. | 
ſt b 6:1f morconer 1t shavuld 
ills lappen that one ,'or mora 
Aa2 | 
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128 Declarations 
Siſters, should bee gre 
uonſly ſick, to witt of aleþi 
proſy, weakneſle of headþ 
waut of Indgment, or anyſut 
the like infirmity , forgo 
which they could noþ! 
commodiouſly. connerſeÞÞ 
amoneſt the reſt of the$|$ 
ſters, there shall bee ajlu-Ftl 
ce prepared for them wi 
thin the Conuent and 
connement attendanceat 
their infirmity shall requizÞ\! 
re, ſo that none doe euerſ}!: 
goe out of the Monaſtery,|& 

7, Wee allo exhort int 
our Lord all the Siſters, |th 

reſent, & to come, that|th 
"I love of God , and pl 
bitter paſſion, & death of | in 
our Sauiour leſus-Chrill, 


vpon the Rule, T9 
ore hey bee not loath, or 
alehioke it heauy to ſerue 
leac hole that Shall bee lick, 
- anphut that they humbly,and 
fogiouſly , as shall bee need- 
xþll ſerue them with all 
erſefbarity & benignity, 
e$þ8.1f the Abbeſle, Vica- 
paſſe, or Siſters appointed 
wi-to ſerue the lick, do not 
andhroutde for them accor- 
eayſling to their condition , 
ui:ſuality,8 poſlibily, ofthe 
verÞÞlace, of counſaile,meate, 
ry,[cother thinges, neceſſary 
1aj# the time of viſitation 
rs, Ithey shall bee brought to 
at [the Viſttour, and ſeverely 
ad [punished , as inhumane, if 
of [inthe ſeruice'of the fick- 
b, | they haue committed any 


A _- 
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notable defe&. ſo. 
- 9. It is likewiſe contaj.far 
ned in the forme: of lifefip| 
that the ſick Siſters :muſpft 
lyevpon ſacks filled ywithſprc 
chaffe , witk-a pillow , offone 
feathers, vnder their headflife 
but-if any bee lick of zÞja1 
greauous ,or long infirmi-|vi 
ty, or for ſome reaſonable}« 
& iuſt cauſe could not reſtÞw! 
the Abbeſle , or Vicarells |& 
muſt prouide them accor-| 
_ ding to God , & the coun-|nt 
ſaileof the diſcreet ofmos| th 
re pillowes , & other thin-| { 
gesnecellary for thzirreſt| n 
as they in conſcience shall | v 
iudge it expedient & the |? 
inficraity of the fick shall |! 
require, 29 $2 


vpon the Rule. 131 

o.The Abeſſe, alſo theV1- 
tai-fareſſe,or the other Siſters 
lifekppointed for the ſeruice 
hol the fick shal)l diligently 
ithprouide , that when any 
 offone departeth out of this 
extflife, at the time of her de- 
f.zJjarture $hee bee cloached 
w-Jvith the habitt of the or-. 
blefder, girt with the cord, 
et|with a veile on her hea 

| ]& ſo buryed, | 

or 11: It is likewiſe contat- 
n-Jned in the forme of life, 
os] that they who need woole 
n-| lockes may vie the which 
|| words are diſpenſatory, 
ll | when neceſſity chall requi- 
1 | ie, therfore wee ordaine 
thatno Siſter of whatſoe+ 
ner office or condition in 


- 
. 
* 


1.22 Declardtions ; 
time of health vſe ſocks, | 
vnleſle shee have acuallÞ 
need, yhich neceſlity Shall þ 
not bee determined by the|: 
zudgment of each Siſter, | 
but onely by the Abbeſle, / 
when shee shall obſerue 
any to ſtand in need of ſocs 
kes , or they themſelves | 
Shall aske to bee diſpen- 
ſed withall, ifthen it «hall \ 
ſeeme expedient to her, &|, © 
the diſcreet ,. & there beeÞ*' 
manifeſt neceſlity, weigſ* 
hing ailigently the condi-['*" 
| ti6s of the perſs, with the” - 
diverkiy of times,& places " | 
| Shee s$hall diſpence with n . 
| them that they may weare. 4 
| woollen ſocks,durirg 'h7 * 
| time of the ſayd necellry; 3s 
al 


— 


vpoin:the Rule, 133 
if greater necetlity vrge 

} hat thcy may alſo weare 

Lf 

1j pcs of leather, 

hel: ha = 


\ 


on the manuall exerciſes of 


(off : - 
*s | the Siflers. 
Ca PS 


þ\7 Vheh 2s In the forme 
&| Y of life it is layd.that 
-c ie Siſters to whome God 
-Þ:th given the' grace of 
- rocking ,'Shall.worke af 
eff Tierce , that this 'may 
eghte the better obſerucd of 
þÞ1 the Siſters, wee will 
-e Pat for the loue of God: 
\- icy decline not theworks 
Pichacicy & Humility: but 
Bb 


Y, 


a 
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when the Abbeſlſe, orVi:]hy 
careſle,shall appointthm|th 
2ny the like offices fortheltie 
common or particular piolf 
fitt of the conuent ythy 
willingly admitt therof ec 
ſweetly without murmite 
ration, or contradiRionly 
& with great diligencts|y 
Faichfully,& deuoutly,pagth 
forme it as Shall bee inivyy/ 
ned them. 

2. None of them beci 
found of body hall hidqT; 
themſelues wi h the cloydi 
ke of negligence, floutl}$i 
er pride , ſaying that Golſth 
hath not giuen mee ih 
grace of doing this orthlþ 
work, but they hall :he|q 
themfelucs obedient, a8l|1i 


40% 


vpon the Rule. 1 
Vi-/humb'e , as- beeſeemerh 
hem|them who have vowed in- 
theltier obedience to the will 
proof their ſuperiours, 
thy 3. The Abbeſle or Vica- 
of Qrefſe shall haue great care 
mot to command any thing | 
oglwhich th:y shal manifeſt. | 
achly or probably ſee that 
Perthey cannot performe, 
ogy 4. When as it is ſayd in 

+|the forme of life thar the 
enfSiſters myſt worke after 
hiTierce, wee notw!th ſtan- 
loqding , confidering che ſayd 
uYiſters ſtri& poverty , and 
Colthe neceſſity, and want to 

Myhich they may. bee 
thlbrought, grant that if nee- 
#|de bee , they may do in 
aM\the conuent ſome necel{2» 
Bb 2 
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ry or conuenlient worke; 
& the Abbeſle or Vicareſſe 


may iniovne them whome || 


they :hli thinke fitt for 
the execution of the ſayd 
worke, or the ending thet 
of if before they hue bin 
begun. | t 

5. Wee alſo command 
the ſayd Siſters , that heer 


after none of them preſu- 


me to do, or finish aty| 


worke for .whatſoeuer 


perſon of whatſoever con|* 
dition, by any meanes, fot|* 


which they may more rex 
ſonnably incurre the note 
of vanity, or curioſity,and 
when it shal! bee needfull 
to do any ſuch worke, bt 


fore it bee vndertaken, «|: 


vpon the Rule, | 137 


[begun it shall bee intie-ly 


preſented to rhe Abbetle, 
or the Vicareſle, who shal 
iudge whether it bee law- 
full for : he Siſter to do ir 
or ro, & nothing shall bee 


done without their ap- 


[provation , & permiſſion, 


& ihe Silters doing rhe 
contrary Shall bee punis- 
bed as the Abbeſle, or Vi- 
carefle shall judge * Hon 
6. After Maſle allo at a 


|conuenient time a figne 


;hall bee ginen to worke, 


|&then all the Siſters, who 


Shal not bee lawfully hin- 
dred shal come to work <e. 
Wee alſo ordaine that all 


| the Siſters both preſent, S&:* 


to come, abſtaine ail, zilc 
Bb > 
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from all ſecular, & yaine 
recreations, and from all 
worldly & vaine playesof 
whatſocuer thinges, &in 
whatſocuer manner they 
may bee. 
-7.And whentyyo or three 
Shall bee to geather, if thy 
haue leaue to ſpeake&re- 
create, for otherwiſe they 
mult keepe filence, theit 


or 


diſcource $hil bee alyaift|ki! 
of God , or the lines ofſſot 
Saints aliue, or dead, or of|h 


ſome thing belonging t 


the health of their fouled 
or of ſome decet,&profits 


ble bufineſſe, let them allo 
take heed of all! idle, dat 
- gerous, 6& difolute.words, 
as beeſcemeth the hand: 


to 


ey 
cif 


iſe 


tt 


vpon the Rule. 139. 
naids of Chriſt,the ob/er- 
xrs of the holy Ghofell, 
{ profeflours of the ſacred 
Religion, 

8. Wee moreouer forbid 


that "the Siſters in their 


conuent have not, ncrxce- 
e,or write, or cauls to 
bh writts bookes,wherin 
any vanity , is publickcly 
or priuatly contained , or 
hiſtories of ſecular 48 


to haue in their conven 
pious bookes in common 
for the comfort , & benefit 
of their ſoules, which hey 


-| Shall read in particular, or 


incommon at the table.or 
un any othcr place what- 
[ho bp « 


$40 Declarations 
focuer according to the 
veil & ordination of the 
Abbelle. 


_——__ 


Qf Correftion of the Siſten 
vo offend, 


Cnay. XII, 


1.Y 7 Vee ordaine that in]: 


- euery Conuent the 
Abbeſe, & in her abſence, 
the Vicareſſe admonish;& 
correct the Siſters humbly 
& charitably,leaſt through 
" wantof admonition, and 
correction they fall. into 
the gulf of tran sgreſlion, 
fo rhit the Superiours 4 


hath bin ſayd reraine due | « 


| 


| 


vpon the Rule. 141 * 
charity,& ſweet humiliy, 
2. They $hall alio take 
heede leaſt vnder pretext 
of humility and ſweetnes, 
they giue to the Siſters oc- 
caliou of liberty, & relaxa- 
tion , 6 vnderthe cloake 
of chirity nourish ſenſua- 
lity , which would bee a 


|tiranny of ſoules, but they 


shall correct all equally,as 
$hal bee expedict, without 
any difference, &- accor- 
ding to their defects. 

3. But if it should hap- 
pea, which God forbid, 
that ary Siſter, should c6+ 
mitt, ſo grieuous a crime, 
that therby shee Should | 
putt her ſoule in dangerof | 
etgrnall damnation, & de | 


" 242. Declatations- 
fame, & confound the or: 
dec, or if any one Should 
bee (o rebellious , & incor. 
rigible, & remaine obdu- 
rate in her malice,that she 
 wovld by no means amend 
herſelf, for ſuch there $hal 
bee in euery conuent a pla- 
ce of diſcipline , firme, but 
humane, wherin shee $hal 
bee kepr for a certaine ti- 
me, inbread & yatter , fi- 


ueteene dayes for example | 


a month, a yeare, or per- 
perually as the offenceghal 
require, 8according to the 


diſcretion of the Abbelſle | 


& diſcreete. 
#4. If any Siſter Shall 


chince to reþ.ll agank | 
the Abbelſe or Vicareſe,& |-v 


git 
& 
tin 


all 


(c 
5h 
br 


of 


vpon the Rule. 143 


er; ine them any indecent, 


ld 


le | 


if. 
1al 
he 
I 


1 


+ iniurious wordes, fit- 
ing on the ground, before 
il the Siſters for rhe ſpa- 
© of an intier refe&ion, 
chee shall faſt oneiy- 1n 
bread, & water. 


0f the Portreſſe , && entrance 
inte the Monaſtery. 


Crar. XIV. 


nt: A Llthough it bee 
contained - in the 
forme of life, that the Por- 
tteſſe ought inthe day ti- 


me to remaine 1n an open 


| | cell withour the gate, yett 


* |-wee for dfuerſe', and uſt 


144 Declarations” 
cauſes mouing therunty, or 
will notnow haue this tg ot 
bee obligatory , butihati; . 
bee in no wiſe obſerued, 
for albeit in the time of h 
S. Clare, that was decent, "Y 
& lay7full for the Siſters; 
yett nov it might beevenſ;, 
hurtfn!! & dangerous. | 
2. Wee therfore defiringle.. 
to prouide for their ſecu};. 
rity & decency , o'daing nn 
that they obſeruc the man}, 
ner followiug,to witttha|,.. 
there bee a Siſter fearing?” 
God aſſigned for keeping 
of the gate of the Mona, 
ſtery , & the ſpe-kehouls| |; 
which Siſter mr beemo-|,. 
derate , well b:haved, di|,, 
ligent, diſcreet, 6 of a col ? 


vþon the Rule. 148 
© henient age,that shee may 
Whoth by word & example 
"UMifye them thir conuerſe 
ed, & ſpeake wi:h her 5 and eo 
home by the Abbeſſe 
"ich the counſaile of the 
THilcreet there shall bee af- 
"ined a fitt Companion, 
. [pho beeing as fitt,or more 
ft then herſelfmay in the 
Time of neceffity , or infire 
= nity , whichthe Portreſſe 
may incurre, in all things 
Ia performe-her office. 
of 7.2, To theſe two Portreſ(- 
Di)fes shall bee aſſigned ano» 
[ther Siſter of che number 
of the eight diſcreete,who 
may every weeke bee chis 
ped, 8& another appointed 
- [lt her- place, to hearg 
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them , that ſpeake tothy|its 
Siſters , for no Siſter | 
hath bin ſayd, muſt ſpeakgjext 
to any perſon without, byjſe! 
In the preſence of two $i,/0ne 
ters of the number of thy((h1 
eight diſcreete, who muſic 
heare, which three Siſtex4 
$vhen it ringeth $hall gogſſP2 
to the place wherin thi 
whecle & the ſpeake with|tic 
dow is, fo that one ſpeakt thi 
not without the ether, notV3 
the other two without the 

third, but that they bee\it 
altogeather. 0 
- 4. The firſt Portreſſe ons th 
ly $hall anſweare them da 
who ſpeake at the grate, wi 
& the other two shall bit & 
preſent, & hcareher, &if|* 


vpon the Rule. 147. | 
helitshould happea tht any | 
a4|hould deſire to ſpeake to 
kejtather of :he other two St- 
d(ters, the ſaya Portreſſe,or 
$iſone ofthe twa Companiss | 
hejchall goe to aske leave of |} 
ofthe Abbeſſe ,or Vicareſſe, | 
[hat shce may ſpeake , fe 
velthar there beeprefent two || 
viſters of. the number of | 
inIthe diſcreete, of whom the 
kilibicfe Portreſſe thall all 
10;[waiſe bee one,vnlelſechee | 
helbee hindrel by the nece(ſo | 
ve|ity of ſome buſinefſe. * | 
| 4. Weealſoordaine that | 
ne) the ſayd Cell,or Chamber | 
m [fue a woodden dore 
te | which shall allwaiſe day 
&|& night bee lock-d with 
[two Kcyas, whenthe Por- 


148 Detl ajations 
treſſes are not there, whet om 
of in the night time, thee 
Abbefſe shail keepe oneyþ, 1; 
the rortreile the ather, &[,, 
the thirdSiſter, which aſkþ;.1 
MNeththe other rwo by wich; 
nes euery weeke , «hall inþ,,. 
the day time kepe the keyghy;, 
which che Abefle kceepethh,; ; 
in the nicht , which ſpeakL;, 
houſe ney: her of the Poryje 
treſſes muſt enter withouthyh« 
the other. \ oe. 
6. Concerning the eman; 
trance of any one into tithe | 
Monaſtery wee ſtraight 
& firmely command , thitye 
.no Abbeſſe, or Siſters cue} ry 


permitt ary. perſon iwhitheg 
Focuer religious, or lect fey, 


Jar of whatfocuer conf gy 
£100 


— 


tefje Monaſtery, neyther is 
%z {awfull for any eyther 
Qoular or ſecular to enter 
[ithont lawfull leauc ob = 
Wyined , from this lay of 
Wt entring are exempted 
Shi fitians,.8& Chirurg tans, 
Wrinſt neceſſity, & infir- 
iity.as alſo they who may 
MWhter for fire, ruine , or 
Wther.lofſe or danger,or to 
oe. ſome worke, whick 
t::nmot bee done without 
We Monaſtery,  . 
i «If any Cardinal shal de- 
Tre toenter into theMonas 
y , hee shall beorecei.. 


[1/0 
Fd with all reverence & 
®keuotion, but they $hall 
b teſt him that hee will 
: Cc 
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pleaſe to enter with itwq|r 
or three onely of the mofi|jhi 
medeſt of his followersJſe, 
noe Siſters ſick , or inhe\ha 
alch,chall ſpeaketo anyoſſhe 
them, but in the managith: 
_— in the forme off 
life, & they shall takeſy 

ciall heed, that they whr 
haue loane to a 
ſuch, that. they whoſ 
them may take edificatis h 
by their life, words,& bet - 
hauiours, &that no iuſt o 
caſion of ſcandall bee gi k 


F 
niet 
py 


| - Vento any ONE, lo! 


8, Wee alſo will, that fu 
whe ary thinge is brough ea 
to the conuent,whickcis| {e 
not bee commodionſlyput| th 
:n by the wheele, as abu 


vpor the Rule. 15t J 
of hing,he Abbeſſe, Portreſ-. 


ergſc, or her ca mpanion,sh «ll 
helhaue 2 care that the pare 
alſbce not left epen more the 
nelthall bee needfull,nctiher 
1] they permit them thas 
» ing thoſe thinges to ene 
agter into. any other place, 
dief the conuent , to .carry 
fſajthe ſayd things, the Siſters 
i6/4hall alſo have 2 care that 
ze moredo not enter, hen ne« 
06+ eeſſity shalrequire,8& thar 
gi they who enter ſt-y noe 
| longer,then shall bee need 
It full, lett chm alſo have a. 
kt] care that they who enter 
at-| ſee no other Siſters, but 
w| them who shal bee appoine 
+| fel by the Abbeiſe, or Vi- 
| Cc 3 


'0f 
I 


wolrel of beere , or ſome like | 
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carefſe, & that theſe ſpealt Jyc 
not to them , more then for 
$h:ll beeneceſſary. th 
- 9. That this poin@ of att 
- not ſeeing the Siſters, may hey 
-bee the better obſerved, þ 
when they who enter fur. rl 
therto worke ,or to carry-jhe 
any thing, hento theplace | 
beetweene the gates, wee 
will that they obſerue this | 
manner, thai the Portreſſe j 
firſt open the firſt gate wis ſer 
' thin the convent,then that | 
| $heeenter the ſayd place þ 
| to open the ſecond gate, | 
- which is the ch2efe Grte 
of the Convent , which |: 
Shee chall not fully open ! 
as the firit, but hauiny one» : 
ly vnlocked it with the 


| YpontheRuls. wry 
t: tyo keyes, 8& lifted vpthe 
en Jon barre, shee $hall reti- 
therſelf with in the firſt 
of ſte shutting it with two' 
xy feyes,thenthcywho bring 
d, iy thing , drawing the la« 
fe "oem eter that place,& 
ry ſherelay downe their bur= 
e jhens, and preſently retire 
 jhemſelues shutting the 
is hate after them , then the 
ſe hortrefſes, shall-againe en- 
i- kr, & shatt the. principall 
it ſate , with two keyes, 
;e hich beeings dane, they 
e, [ball diſpoſe of the things 
e Irhich were brought, as 
bk |allbee expedient. 
n | 10, It is furthermore con< 
2. ined in the forme of life 
e {hat when it shall beenieed 
full for any to enter into 
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F the Monaſtery to do any 
| worke, the Abbeſſe shill.b 
| afligne one at the gate, fi 
who :sha}ll permitt onely jy 
thole to enter,who are de- 9 
puted for the ſayd worke, |h 
- & none elſe, vpon which [er 
words wee ſay, that the{il 
fayd Portrefſe , who ac-|cr 
cording to the- forme of [fs 
life ought to bee modeſt |: 
S prudent,with theothers|Þb 
adioyned 'to her , are. tom 
ſufficeto open the gatc for |ni 
them,who entertodoetheſh 
worke, or any other iuſt, |j6 
& reaſonable cauſe , yert | 
fo that «hee open it with | 
leane of the Abbeſſe , and | 
then the ſayd Portrefſe , {m 
Shall rake beeds of much {uc 


pen the Rule. 155... 
ny:(þcakiug., or multiplicity ! 
all.&f wordes , ſpeaking to» | 
e,;fhem-thoſe things onel. 
ly.Wyhich shall-bee count 
e- jor expediEt for perfeRting | 
-e, Ihe worke,for which they: | 
ch lenter, & if it bee necdfull- | 
he{they may modeſtly & diſs | 
c- [creetly , leade themto the || 
of [yd worke. ' 
eſt | 11. :No Siſter of. whats: |! 
ers|beuer condition _shall- | 
te [mcr g0 to ſee theworke- 
or [nen., or their wor ke ,'but 
hefty who hall bee: ap» 
ſt; jointed by :hoAbbefſe,for 
et he benefitt of that which | 
:h [5to bee done, &when it | 
nd [hall bee needfull to go | 
e, |mto them, they $shallne- | 
<> ſer do it without anaſſu» | | 
| 


' 
| 


| 


| 
, 


is DHetlavarion 
red 41" ram of the diſc 
ereets.,they shall allwaiſe 
remaine 1n an open, and |. 
| common place,nether shal |. 
| they ſtay there longer, or | 
| viſe more wordes. with " 
| them, then 5hall bee ne- | | 
ecſſary for per formance of |," 
| the ſayd worke. 
| 12. The Abbeſſe,&ot het | 
| Siſters , shall take diligent | 
| heed: , that they procure |, 
| not thoſe things, to bee: 
{ done by externes, which 
| they themſclues sliall bee |, 
| able to do, & they $hall 
| not permitt any workmartl 
| or any other of whatſoe- cb 
| ner condition who entreth | 
| toecate with in the Monz* 

| Kery., Neg 
| 1:, Wee ; 
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line that when the Con- 
ſour with his compa» 


hon is to enter , that they 
xe cloathed wi:h their 


icced veſtures;to witt an 


be or ſarplitle. 


14. Wee furthermore 
xhort all. the Siſters in 
bciſt Teſus that they bee 


ot ſollicitous , or impor= 
kne for. the benedi&ivn 


the Abbefſe,or the cond 
ration of :rhe Siſters , 
it that they:bee.content 
ith cheir holy profeſſion 
which if they well obs 
me it, they shall receiue 
it benediction ef the. ſu- 
, Fnal! Bizhop , our Lord 
* Paitour tekus, Chriſt, 
Dd 
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 IF- Beſides this wee ori{þ 
daine chat by reaſon of theln 
diverſity , & difference off] 
the preſent time fromthaie 
when the forme of life watho 
made , the ſacrifice ohia 
Maſle bee neuer celcbrahh; 
ted hence forward withiqh« 
the Monaſtery, cy :her fo 
the living, or the exequic” 
of the dead. 

16, For making the gra 
ue none <chall enter , buþ 
one or two diggars, or 
modeſt, & honeſt maſon 
& that in the Conw by 


onely where the Siſteqby 
cannot open , & shutt tiJſk 

Place of ſepulture as SN8Fha 
bee needfull , for the buſy} 
riall alſo of the S1tRte: 


vpon the Rule. 159 © 
r:jkey hail permitt none -o 
elnter, but the Confeſlour, 
his companion, and hee 
aSecing abſent, lome othec 
aModelt perſon, & the bu- 
ohhiall beeing ended they 
a4hall preſently go out of 
4 e Monaſtery. 


TH —_—_ —_ 


leq” 
Of the Viſitation. 


ha | 


UE. CnaAP. XV 


Ir 
olh = holy Rule fay.h 
F-1 in the 12. Chapter, 
ref®our vifitour shall allwais 
one of the Order of the 
h#Ffiar-Minours according 
vs the w:il & command of 
Aſc Cardinall which is to 
| Dd 2 


 3#%0 Declayations 
bee obſerned in Order t»gjc 
times & places & the par. Jk 
ticular ordinations of hig|6 
holynes in the ſubieRionſop 
of the Conuents, becauſehol 
in the beginning when theſee 
holy Father S. Francis mae 
de the Rule for S, Clargy' 
the Monaſteryes,6 Siſtergtoc 
were not in any kind ſub4oo: 
je to the IuriſdiRion dgply 
gouernment of the Fryarſe. 
Minours but it was finc@th 
arms &eranted to theſe © 
ayd Fryars, therfore thifope 
viſitsur is to bee vnderqid. 
ſtood aCccording to the inps 
tention & words of thq. * 
Rule: to bee of the OrdetFor 
of the Friar-Minours if byÞdjc 
his holyneſſe theMonaſteF ; 


 wponthe Rule. 6x * 
of jes bee ſubieR.vato them 
Skewiſe ſuch as are ſub- 
jet immediatly to the Bis- 
2nfſop or other Orders by A- 
ſejoſtolical anthority are to 
hee vilitted by ſuch as hath 
2Hhe gouernment ef them 
ih is to bee vnder- 
retood to bee the will and 
b ommand of the Cardi- 
4alw 10 ordayned whome 
arte pleaſed as is exprefled 
Sthe Rule according to 
h declaration & grant of 
hifope Innocet thefower:th 
erad other ſupreame Bis- 


inps;.-- 
the}. The Prelate then vnto 

denome the Monaſtery is 
byppjec is by himſelf ro vie 
eqit it once a yeue or 
D« 3 
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whenſocuer the AbbefſeP® 
& diſcreete require it, if} 
hee performe it not him.Þ* 
ſelf hee shall bee obligedF*© 
toſend one, well knownef! 7 
for his vertue good life &Þ® 
ſufficiency and the Siſterghll! 
are alfo bound not to ad.p%* 
mitt of ary other, hee ig"* 
not to enter into the Con © 
vent nor interiour partsoff99 
the Monaſtery , but whe pf 
there is neceſſity , & thaff® 
when hee houlds his viſt 
tation Juridically, keepiog® 
his viſtt at the grate,wheſ* © 
re hee may commodioutly”* 
ſpeaketo enery of the Si he 
Ners & all in generall off 
all chat is needfull to perq** 
forme his office' as beg"? 


vpon the Rule. YOu 
ſef joeth expedient. —_ 
; When hee 5hall enter 
b: e Monaſtery to vilitt, 
edf:< shall carry himſclf fo 
} all hisa@ions, that hee 
hay by his example mou& 
-lllth it shall ſce him froar 
ood to better, ſtirring v 
: he Siſters by his ſpeeches 
ak admonitions, to profire if 
afnore, & more in-the loue | 
eapf God, & mutuall charity, 
amongſt themſelues, hee 
:Glnuſt alſo h1ne with him a 
agompanion in acomodious 
topen place, & ſoneere, 
fat the one may well ſee 
- lhe other without 4ifheul- 
,&ſo diſpatch, that they 
or hy ner longer in rhe mg- 
ant : then tilt the C ayd 
Dd 4 
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 buſineſle of viſitation-beg{5: 
cnded, whick-beeingdoneſpat 
hee hall preſently departfter 
Qut ofthe Manaſtery, #,t 
4. And when hee $hall la! 
come to any Conuent, teſihe 
viſatt, hee shall hauca care |to | 
to diſpatch all things wi-|wh 
thin the eompaſle of twa, ke 
or three naturall dayes, & |co: 
before hee shall begin the |the 
ſayd viſitation , it is expe- |boi 
dient that hee make an ex- [lot 
hoctation to the Siſters, if vi 
hee bee prepared for it, | 
concerning the viſitation, ſjlc 
to bee made, hauing firit |{ic 
read their-Rule , and this |n; 
| preſent ordinatis, wherin [wi 
| 1s treated,of the manner of |or 
| the viſitation, In 


To. 


 vpon the Rue. 


{-5. Then hee <hall cone 


nefand ajl,& each of the Si- 


art 


ers in vertue of obedien. 


all 
ts 
re 
i= 
b 


[n private, two others 


&, that they anſweare him 


lainly & faithfully whe- 
ther they know any thing 
to bee amended, of rhoſeg 
where about. hee 1s to mz. 
ke his viſitation, which 
command all , & cuery off | 
the Siſters , are firmely | 
bound to obey in all bee- 


[longing to the office of 


vifitation. 


| 6. The vifitour if hes 
|Itleaſe , and indge it expe= 
|fient , may obſerue'this 
[manner of ſpeaking , to 


witt to ſpeaketothem all, 
or ſome togeather, or one 


{| fed of any offence , Or Cti» or 


| Declarations 
beeing preſent,ye't not ſoehna 
neere,that they may heareei 
what is ſayd, that integri=him 
| ty may by all meanes bes al 
kept. 

-. Afterwards the Sifterg| - 
may..come one after ano- et 
ther to gige their informa« [nc 
; tiongif any ſuch bee tobee inr 
given, & if any bee accu- (th: 


me, as well che neculed; as |S, 
the zccuſers names, hall af 
bee written downe,toget- _ 
ther with She accuſeds 21 
faults. to 

- Þ The viſttation becing le 
ended the Sifters 5hall bee be 
| called to Chaprer,8& there | « 
| the accuſeds. faults $hall | 1 
| beeideclared:, and.propor: | | 


'Þ pen the Rate.  O9uY 
oeSnable pennance_ hall 


re: eintoyned them,if their 
rl-fgimes can bee lawfully, 


e 


rally, & inridically pro- 
fed by teſtimany of two 


9hiſters of gaod reputation 
O- kettnone hall bee denied 
&+ |andience , that if they bee 
ee linnocent they may cleere 


po 


IS 
[ 
| - 


s 
| 


6 


themfclues, eyther in part, 


or in whol, & the accuſed |} 
viſters shall not inquire | 
after the names of their ac» | 
cuſers, neither shal chey in 
2ny wiſe bce diſcoucred 


{ed Siſters should attempt | 


- |to free themſclues of the 


crimes obieged againſt 
them & ſo might inridica- 


ly require that the accu» ii 


torhem , vnleſſe the accu» | 
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fers names might bee layd yOu! 
open, & manifeſted,” * Jphic 

9. If it should happe uf 
thit any Siſter should ac {xl 
cuſe another falſely, & yn. tf 
juſtly, & it might bee layþha 
Fully knowne, the accuſey|cre 
Shall vndergoe all the/Vil 
things, which the Siſters cal 
accuſed should have dong |the 
if sh:e had bin fonnd |Sil 
| guilty of that crime, whe-| 1 
| xzeof the other accuſed her |thi 
yett iF one onely Siſter in [of 
any Conuent,should haue Jab 
certaine noticeof ſome Sis |fo 
ſter that! sh<e- had grea» | 
uouſly offended , or were 
at that time in any grea- |< 
| uous crime,which for that | 
| time could not well bee 1 
| 


Vpon. the Rule. 'x6> 
yd zued , the ſayd Siſtct 
hich hal know it may&& 
enhuſt informe the Viſtour 
achfthe Siſter, & :h=: crime 
nin the manner which hee 
pephall —_ to witt ſe- 
ex crettly , 8 in this caſe che 
16 /Viſitour can neuer in any 
rs icaſe diſcouer the-name of 

the Siſter accuſing , to the 

d {Siſter accuſed, 
- | 10. If at any time any 
r [thing happen whick hee | 
n jof himſelf shall not bee - 
e ſable commodiouſly to re- 
p 


forme, hee shall carry it to 
the ſupreame Superiour 
| that by his counſaile , and 
cammand the offence may 
bee chaſticed according 
tothe delert. 
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* - 11. The Abbeſle alſo shalllf 
Haue a care that the ſtatghlic 
of the Monaſtery bee nogny 
eyther by herſelf or otherdhyt 
reſerued from che know.vh 
ledge of the Viſitour , toſcer 
witt concerning regularſVil 
{ obſcruance, and mutuall)de! 
{ charity, which all ovghe|ſc: 


| to beare to one another, |of 


for this would bee now! 
| {mal finne, but an offence|®? 
| worthy of ſeucre chaſtice-|t' 
| nent, wherefore wee will(v't 
& command that theyſs: 
propound , 6 declare toſiic 
the Vilitour in the beſt}ab 
|| manner they $shal bee able! thi 
| thoſe things which chall/1u 
| beetobce amended, and 
| corredtcd according to the [5 


vpon the Rule. 
aljþrme of life, either pu- 
Jlickly, or privatly, and if 
zogny Shall do the contrary 
ertyther the Abbeſle , or 
wei hoſocuer elſe » shall bee 
toſ euerely*punished by rhe 
arſVidcour, according to her | 
{{1]C ſert , if the thing con- |'* 
be}fealed bee notorious, and || 

-r,|of great moment , And 
w.when ;the Viſitour shall || 
cejaike his viditation publi- 
6-[ck!y, or priuatly, amongſt it 
Hjother things which hee 
yishall inquire of the Si- Ji 
oſſters , the firſt shall bee ji 
{jabout the moſt eſſentiall ji 


e\things beelonging to the | 
{j|rule, as concerning , Obe- 
l Gience » Ponerty , & Chae 
; |fity. 2, How thcy pere 


F 
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| 
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forme. the. diuine office 
.day , & night, then aboyeÞrn 
the manner of ſpeaking agent 
wc<ll at the grate, as theſert 
ſpeakchauſle,thirdiy abourſec 
the colle&ion moneys 'yyert 
carne , & wine. 4. about 
the number, valcw, andthe 
aurioſity of their habittg;| 
cloaths & tunick s.5.absut je 
the: attendance- giuen. to|Xd 
theinfirme, & very aged; 
6.about obſeruance of the 
faſts, & abſtinence , & the jt 
negligences of themthat} 
gOuerne, 7. about the dif- 
creet Siſters, & the Por- 
treſſes. $. about the Obe«} 
dience, & rebellion of the- 
. ſubie&s, 9. about the ob- K 
feruance ofthe” Rule and | 
forme . 
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iebrme vf life, & theſepre- 
2xfent ordinances. 1G. COn- 
ning peace , & vnity to 
ar ee hoy in the bond of 
-qherperuall charity. 11.con- 
ickerning frequentation 'of 
dithe Sacraments Pennance, 
5 & the Euchariſt. 12. how 
x the exerciſe of holy Prayer 
0\&deuotivn is continued, 
1, fepreferued in the Cone 
1e fient, 

eft.If one aremore $shal bee 
x found deficient , in any of 
{- ie foreſayd thinges,or in 
ay other thing whatſve« 
er notably failing , they 
Mall bee duely chaſticed,' 
& punished , according to 
llcretion , zeale of chari- 
,& feruour of __ 

Ee 
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as the offence hall haugjre: 
bin often committed, þb| 
By the help of the theſe] A 
Declaratios, Conſtituriss, ay: 
Ordinances , wee truſt byſfg 
the grace of God to hanehece 
ſufficiently prouided forfer 
your eſtate, ihe which byve' 
theſe preſet writings, weeſbee 
do ſend ynto you all & v|&f 
to cuery one of you, thatſcuſt 
you, feruently and effics|yit 
tioufly fullfll and accome|tion 
plish-hcm;& you ought byjann 
ſo nuchthe more diligeut|our 
ly to keepe & obſerue hep G 
by. how much wee do afſÞro 
ſuredly iudge that by thejjea 
true & ire obſeruation,nat1 
th-rcf, you shail gaine Etc 


-in;oy the fruit which 1 der 
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Elreat, pretions, Incompa- 
able, & glorious. ED: 
el And to the end, that the 
shyd Ordinances may bee 
hf greater authority, and 
elteceiued ef you with grea» 
iter devotion , & humility, 
ee haue cauſed them to 
elbce ligned , ſtrengthned, 
|&fortified, with the ac« - 
#jcuſtomed ſolemnities , as 
#|wvith reuiewing, examina- 
n-|tion , approbation', & the 
dyſnnexion of the ſeale of 
ur Office. . BE 
he} Giuen at Geneua'in the 
i\Mrouince of Burgundy,the 
hejjcare of our Lords Incar- 
nj0t1on 1434. the eight & 
twentith day of Septem- 
isdcr , & the third yeare of 
Ec 2 


176 Declararion; 
the Popedome of our holy 
Father Pope Eugeniusthe W* 
fourth, as alſo the third( 
yeare of the holy coun-| 
cel of Baſil , gathered andſ 
aſſembled for the reforma.| 4 
tion of the eſtates and to| 


i 
j 
6 
_—_ peace betweene |" « 
] 
k 
C 
F 


rinces, & for the extirpa- 
tion of herefies , in which |. 
Councell theſe preſent or- |. 
dinnances,& Declarations | ; 
were viewed, examined & 
approued; & againe lately [ 


approued , & autherized| 
with the additions by the; 
moſt 1Illuſtrious Lord theſtor 
LordArchbishop ofRoiied fore 
anno, 1658, _ [er 


one 
F IN I 8, 
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-WN EXHORTATION 
df: for the berter Obſeraance 
Zo of theſe preſent Conſtitne 
0| rhns, adreyned &f appro 
e || nedby rhe Reverend Father 
- | F, Benin « Genas Mo 
b |. n7fler Generelt of the holy 
- | Order of the Seraphical 
$3 | Father S. Francs. 


y |  Eerly belouedin: 
d | our Lord leſus it 
e}: ' 1s not our inten» 


eſtion ro oblige you to your 
t fforeſayd conſtirutions,vn- 
der paine of any {inne, but 
onely ſo much as God, 
four Rule, & the Church 
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doth oblige&bind you,ne- tl: 
uerthelefle wee will andfj 
ordaine , that .the transjÞo1 
preſſours of the bee shar-þug 
ply corrected, and if theſken 
Abbeſle should bee ne-[ſer 
 gligent to oblerue them, [ſin 
or to cauſe them to bee wh 
obſerued, or tocorreRthe |tau 
transgreſſours , shee 5hall) Ru 
bee ſeuerely reprehended, [din 
& inioyned pennance ac-|neg 
cording to the greatnes of |An 
her fault by the Viſitour, |wit 
for your holy Mother $ [the 
Clare beeing at the arti- ſer 
cle of death hath left theſſert 
large benediRion of the |ges 
holv Trinity , together |fing 
with her owne Motherly |pu! 
BenediRien ynto the true [glo 


Tpon the Rule, 1179 
e:Jelatours & obieruours of 
djcr Rule , & of the holy 
$Fouerty , W herefore you 


r-pught ro indeauour Oilis - f 
ently to.imbrace and ob» . ll 


>.|{erue with affeionare Ge 
1, [incere loue the perfection 
e which is expreſſed and 
e [taught you 1n the ſayd 
11) Rule, & in theſe holy Or» 


LA 
= 


[negligence and” tepidity, 
}f [And becauſe to ſerue God 
r,jwith no higher intention 


a ia. 


eſfruile ſpirits, & hicelin- 
e |ges , & to do things plea» 
ffing to his diuine Maieſty 
7 [purely for his honour and | 
© (glory, and. to glue good || 


dinances , laying afide all . | | 


, [then ro auoyde paine, ap» - i 
- pertaineth onelynto baſe. . ji 


io Declarations 7} 
example vnto others, forb/uc 
ſuch like reſpects belon4nn 
geth tothe true Childregci 
of God: Wee exhore yaub.:! 
all in ouc Locd Icſas, to; 
take heede that you dokhcl: 
not make litle account okke | 
the tranſgreſling of theſehhe; 
preſent Conſtitutians, in yer: 
reſpet that they arc not |Rch 
obligatory vnder paine ofhuu' 
ſfinne as wee have before{yti 
ſayd , but confidering of jye1 
what ſpiritt. & perfection ſent 
they are, endeauourtoobs |t a 
ferue them inuiolably , as jnd 
the lawes, orders, & ſtatu- {on 
tes of yourReligion. Whe> jhe 
reby you $hall adde more thi 
glory to your Crowne, by |M; 
meanes of ſuch holy 1n- 
_ deauguts, | 


.vpon the Rule, .181 
cauours,..&.make your 
othiucs confotmable to the 
neþnne of God , who not 
ing obliged or bound, 
uþ..he Lawes which hee 
id made , 'would neuer- 
lohcleſle obſerue them for 
like good of others , ſeeke 

then to -attaine to the ſo- 
a (eraigne eſtate of your 
Religion , by inforcing 
abhour ſelue s io pu: 10 Cxe- 
e kution thoſe things which 
f we contained inthelſe pre- 
t ſent Conftiturions, ſeeing 
» {tappertaineth vnto good 
8 ind loya}l-ſeruants not to 
* fontent themſelues with 
> ſhe fullfiling of thoſe 
e taings onely , which their 
' \Maitters command them 
- | Ft 


] 
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with tkreatnings, but alſdho 
to ſecke & defire to do gies 
acoomplich all ſuch thingfy « 
-which they thinke ame 
wais to bee rleafing, antbe 
-gratefull to theirMaiſterſtri 
Wee: do th=rfore in thi-B 
charity of our Lord ieſuyjey! 
exhort all the Siſters oþſ 
this holy Order preſent &hat 
to come , that in all affairghy 
-and occaſions , they wilkce 
keepe before rheir eyeqhin 
the holy Ghoſpell,the Ruyten 
le which they haue pro4ſtir 
miſed to God, the holy &of1 
laudable cuſtomes , thqne 
memorable examples ofcal 
the Saints of their Order,/all 
in particular their fout-/ſer 


ders , dire&ing all theit/he 


vpon the Rule. 183 
[ſ{Houghts, words, & wor- 
) &es ,to the honowr & glo- 
yof God, & the health of 
af h (er foules, & fo doing 
$be holy Ghoſt wilt  in- 
ſtruc them in-allthings. 
hf-Rayſe , therfore your 
us/ey he: thoughts vnto our 
oleh Redeemer,Teſus,8 
&hauing ynderſtoodhis ho- 
wilt & þ ram infor- 
Ilfce your ſelues: to "pleaſe 
9 him:not-onely ingot con- 
t\temning theſe prefent' C6- 
o4ſtirutions, for the co:empr 
ofthem were no-{mal f1n- 
b@ne, but alſo auoyding and 
0 caſting aſide for this loue 
1,/all negligence in their ob- 
- feruance , for they will 
7 j**lp you not onely to ac- 
| Ft 2 
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complish .intierely yourl, 
holy Rule which you ba. 
ue vowed, but alſothe di oO 
uine:law-& Evangelical: 
counſailes & obtaine youſ's. 
the grace of God by Teluh.. 
Chriſt, which willdeliperk,;. 
you from many perills, in|. 
labours your conſolation] xi 
will abound & you. $hall x 
bee able to do all thinges |, 
inhim,to witt, in Teſus- 
Chriſt-,who is allmighty,l;; 
& will comfort you, & gb 4. 
ve you ynderſtanding int, 
all things, who is the wig; 
ſedomeof God , 6 giueth|,; 
aboundantly to euery one | 
and alſo will affoard you |, 
force "& ſtrength ſeeing jr 
that it is hee onely who |j,, 


pon the Raſe. "A 
ar {the ſtrength, & the zyord 
ttt bearerh all. | 
at Call often to mind my 
alk, re Siſters in'our Lord 
oug. us; that holy memora- 
fe- theme on which your 
tf re call Father, made a 
' Moſt worthy Serinion vnto 
1 1 rear: multitude of Bro+ 
ers,to witt, great things 
id have promiſed toGod 
_ It greater God hath pro- 
7 Wed: to vs, keepe then 
” pliat You hane promiſed, 
2K with inflamed'deſices, 
| ire to come vnto thoſe 
ods which are promiſed 
\ " the pleaſures of this 
* orld* are short, but tors 
; oferrrall pains which wee | 
"pete 'by following: te, A, 
Ft ; 
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perpetual, the ſufferanceg itt 
which wee 1ndure for the. pl 
loue:of leſus-Chriſt; ang#th 
the pennance wee imbratho! 
ce for him, wil laſt aj 
vwhile,butthe glorywhichPe) 
God will giuevs forthem dt) 
Shall begyrichont end. e, 
ny are called to, the. king. 99 
domg of God . bur Prary. bf 
choalen,,, becauſe few,do/#® 
follow. Jeſus-Chriſt,, jinſ9 
ſincerity of hart, but inthe ſt 
end God will giue to ent | 
ry one:the,cecompence of" 
his works » as yell tO 1h al 
goodas. tothe: cuill,either[*97 
glory.& happynes, or cat-|*? 
fuſion & cternall fire, Hi-|/ 
therte-arethe words of Ss." 
© Francis , the which deere \be 


: 
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reg fiters , may very hitly bee. 
he plied vate you, fortho-. 
nd$ things which you have 
rathomiſed, and allthough. 
ey bee. great, yett. are. 
chihey ſmall.in-compariſon. 
n;ofthe eterna{l-recompen+ 
af , which God, will giue 
2. jou ,3f you. bee. faichfull. 
F obſeruersof them, go-or- 
lo 'ward then,&obſerue them: 
it progiovilF-and do not. 
e litrult of your forces, : 
, (eeing the Eternall Father, 
#|/#bo- hath exeated you and) 
« alled you ,to-obſerue the. 
e/uangelicall;.perfeGion ;, 
[knowing wellyour frailty 
./ will not.onely make you I 
ſtrong & able, with his' 
|belp, bur alfo give you his, I 
| bs | dE 
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fatherly gifts, in ſo. great|ofr 
multitude, & abundance,ÞFat 
that ſurmounting aver allfdo 
difficulties , you hall ber. 
able not onely+tg obey hig]a1l 
deerly beloued ſonne, but]ple 
alſo to follow & imitate}uor 
him with” exceeding great\kc1 
10y & ſimplicity-of* hart;?|me 
con-emning perfectly thie-- |bec 
ſe vifible temporall things [tha 
and allwaigaſpiring-vnts?|bee 
thoſe whichate heauenly,? |lig] 
& eternall in'lefus:Chriſt}! lee 
God & man;thetrue'light |io! 
| & ſplendour-of the glory! lhe 
of eternall light; the mir-*[60 
rour without fpott ;/the* |ro 
Im: ge of Got-conſtirute@! | 
by the eternal Father,;Iud-' |W; 
ge, law giuer y 6 Sauiqur: fic; 


| 


| 
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Ilfdo give wittneſſe. 


all our merires, our exam- 
ple , of life our aide; 'fa- 
Juours, & rewardes, f{oli- 


- 
$ 


s 
t 
@. 


& 


z!|meditations,& imitations, 
-- |bee.in. him4,.& vnto them 
4 \thatſo do; all things will 
5?|bce ſweete, pleaſant, eaſy, 
> light, holy, 8& perfe& , for 
{hee is the light & expeRa- 
t tion of nations, the end of 
"| the law , the ſaluation of 
-»[cod the Father of the 
# Jrorld to come , & finally 
' ſour hope made vnto vs, 
' Wiſdome, Iuſtice, SanRi- 
- lication , & Redemption, 


| 139 
26 of mers yz vmro whame the 
&Father'&*the holy Ghoſt- 


A Wherfore, as in him are- 


t\kewiſe let al our thoughts. 


we - = —_— > 


PIRnn———_— 
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who liveth and: rajgnethy 
with the Father,& 4 ho-: } 
ly Ghoſt, one coeternall, PF 
conſubſtantiall, _— l; 
God:, to whome bee euer. ' 
laſting prayle, homawr & 
— | of 


45 Betiewds 2 Genus | 
Fi iod r-Generel, | | 


I wap 0.BLIGATION 
7 GE THE. RVLB. 
4 


\of s our ls Mother $. Clare. 
'|'. ader. payne. of Mortall 


| 


LY; mnee 


J Ore Eugenius the 
4. declaret n thy 
TE fayd Rule:t 
|no.other precept obli —_ 
- |vnder Mortall .fn , then 
the yowes of Obedience, 
- (Poverty, Chaſtity; Inclo- 
fure;, EleRion & Depoſ 
ton of the Abbeſſe. 


$92 Declarations 


. The Perfections, of ; the Res |. 
te —_ it mn fix Seraphicll 
Winges,t0' vv1:7, 1m total Oh | 
dience,, in *Enuanzelicill Ps; 
werty,mm immaculate Chefiry, | 
in profountt Humility, IP as dt 
cificall "Simplicity ,. an "Wir: | 

phicall Charity. 


ps 
mg TE 
oa I thige 
grees : he firſt is*Obe- 
dience: 'by profeſſion"; 
which' is when one doth 
accomplish the comiiaun- 


ment of Gol”, orthe Pres |? 
late, touchivg the" ext» | 


Tiour, The ſecond is Obe- 


dience by Conformity, | 


ypon the Rule, 193 
which is when the com- 
andment is performed 
not alone in the exteriot, 
ut alſo without murmu- 
ſration , according to the 
[intention 'and yyill of him 
that commandeth.' The 
” |third is Obedience by 
aion, by which hee that 
is truly Obedient. , hath 
: | n0 other reſpeQ but the 
|pleaſure & will of God: , 
|- 2, Euangelicall Pouerty 
isayertue that hath three 
degrees : the firſt is Pouer+ 
ty by Profeſſion, that is,to 
! /haueno right not proprie- 
; |.tyin any thing whatſocuer 
; [theſecond, to retaiuve only 
| the ample vſe of things ne- 
| cefſary, & reſt contented 
with the moſt vile : the 


y 


' 


8 - from any impure or ſuſpi- 
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third, norto haue ay affe.| 4. 
Rion , cuen'in thinges-ne.)b 
\cefſary,but by way of con. fi: 
ſtraintto take the bareyb le 
"of them. _T 
3. Chaſtity is a verty;| vi 

that hath three deprees :| th 
the firſt, Chaſtity of body, .C 
*by which all-che exteriour| th 
'members' are reſtrained ex 


o - 


ri 
: Ctous aQ:theſecond, Chai|-by 
ity of hart, by which the|'ab 
hart is preſerued from aty | -is 
-dichoneſt or vncleans|'th 
thought: the third , Cha | dc 
Kity of the ſpirit by which/'ſe 
"wee not only fefraine| br 
from any dishoneſt love, |'dc 
but lo from all exceſſ- pc 
ue deleation or ſpiritual 
conſolation, 


' vpon the Rule. 195 | 
fe. 4. Humility is avertuethat ji 
e.| hath» three degrees:the if 
n./firſt is, Humility of know || 
ledge, by the which man | 
| doth acknowledge to'bee | 
1) vile & abie& in himſelfe: h 
ja the ſecond is Humility'of || 
j,|-exhibition , by which (| 
r | the inceriour humility 1 is || 
1 expreſſed in the exte- || 

riour , as by the attire, || 

iFu wordes , & by will, and || 
e |-abie& workes : rhe third N 
7 | is Humility of atfeRion, |f 
x | through which a- ſfoule |] 
+ | doth not only humble her- | 
h/ ſelfe in the f oht of God, 
e| but alſo in.the ſight of men 
b , [[defiring to bee eſteemed 
poore & abiea. | 
1 $- AY isayertue 
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the -(irlt is fmplicity, of 
thayghts., that 1s , not £6 
enter into higher cogits. 
tidns then the vnderſtay. 
ding-is capable of, ncy/herl 
of honours & wordly di. 
gaities , but to: eſteeme 


nel 
;st 
fin 
pl 
AS 

lot 


.himſelfe the moſt vnwor. 


= thy, to iſerue God of all 


others: the ſecond, is Sim- 
plicity in words, auoiding 


all affeRed' curioſity in|; 
ſpeach, ſpeaking plainly |ut: 
without ſuperfluicy,which | 


{till comes of an ill root, 


Pr 
£4 


ny 


to witt vanity :thethirdis 
Simplicity of works ; im- 
ploying our, ſelues in ng 


other but ſuch' as are fim-/ 


. ple & profitable, And age- 


nerall 


lst 
Jo 
tir 
ne 
01 


ei] vponthe Rule. 199 
ofÞacrall ruls of this: Vertue 
toſis tohaue a pure, right, & 
4. [ſimple intention : but Sime 
"X plici ty, without Prudence 
erl4s not of value : for God 
i«|loueth thoſe that walkein 
\e Prudence, £1 VP 

r- |. 6, Charity is a vertue of 
| three degrees : the firſt is 
- | to loue God not oply for 
g |his benefits ,, but alſo for 
n|that-hee is maſt worthy of 
y [tithe ſecond, is to loge 
h our neighbour, act only 
; [for theloue'of aux neigh- 
bour but ſimply for. che 
-| loue of God::.the third, to 
z[Joue-oar felues in labou- 
| ring for vertue,our h1ppt» 
| nes, & giory ; not for, our 
| owne reſpe@ but for the 
Gg 
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-Joue of God, and to be 
| plealing vnto him. 
Prayſe of the Rule. 
He tholy Father fai 
; Francis , encouragingthe 
his Religiousto the obſes/þis 
- uance of the Rule, ſaid, im 
was the booke of life: the| fo: 
'' fruit of wiſdeme: the mar| no 
-row of the Ghoſpell : the|pil 
*Hope''of health: +the path|th 


© * of faluation, theladder bysh 


'. *wphich one afcendeth to\de 
"heavert:the key of Parad! 
| Je:& the pledge of etervall| 

- Peace. HE. 7:50 J 
2: Three Priwiiledoes , vvbich we 
"our holy Father S. Francs op| be 
Fayned of Almigty God. ' | m 
b P Op<Gr egorythe ninth . 
* & ſaidrobaueynderſiood| 


Ypon the Rule. -199 
tf the holy Father S_Fran- 
is, "that Almighty! God 
had igraunted- him: ithree 
riviledges: the firſt chat 
themore the Religiousof 
bis order didincreafe, the 
Vmorehee would prouide 
he|for:them-4 the ſecond that 
a-| none Should ever vph1p- 


he|pily dye in they habit : the 
thichird.' that 'wholocuer 


by/should perſecute- his.Or- 
toder should bee grievouſly 
Mpunizhed by almightyGod 
alll'- Three 'orber Priviledges 
| Tvhich hee ſayd tobane vrcea- 
ved by the Seraphim,vvhen as 
oþ| bee appeared vnto him , in the 
| mountayne of Anuerne; © + 

th] He fcſt , that his order 
08|- 4 shonld 1: te theday 


G2 2 
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of Iidgment : the: ſecond} 


that whbſocuer would1i. 
ue wickedly in the-Ordee 
should not indure long} 


the third that wholvencel fe 


did loue his. Order :al 
thougha great ſinner; hee 
ShouJd receane & obtaine 
mercy of Almighty God:: 


Seauen ether Priviltages; 


which by an Angell 'woere| 
revealed vnto the holy Father || 


S.Fyancss in the Conentief $, 
V rbane ,t0 all that obſerned 
his Rule nnd: dyed in. theOr- 


He: firſt, that if their 
A intention - bee ' good, 
they shall ever bee gouer: 


| Ir 


th 
fil 
,C 


nd 


ej 


wponthe Rule. - 201 
ped by the holy Ghoſt:the 
ſecond , that in this theic 
peregrination they $hall 

ill bce particularly de- 
fended, & in alltheir tem- 

ations alſo, from mor- 
£all finne : the third, that 
the fire of Purgatory sball 


: | pot. detaine. them, after 
: | their. death from the im- 


mediate inioyoing of eyer- 
laſting glory.:, the. fourth, | 
that they shall receaue'in | 
themſclues, that promiſe 


ofour Sauioux, madevnto 
his Apoſtles, of fitting on 


:\ thetyelue ſeates to iudge 


r 
|, 


s 
” 


the tribes of Iſraell : the 
hfth that ſuch as loue the 
Order Almighty God will 
Increaſe hisgraces, & ble(- 
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enemies to his order, and 
do perfecute' it without 


-repenting, either their life | 
Shall bee shortned, or ifit | 
bee long it *halbe repk+ | 


nishedwirh mi ſery, &aftet 


Their death bee eternally | 
- Joſt : the "ſeaventh that | 
there shall' ever bee Reli:| 


'gious of good & holy life, 


ouers of the honor ofGod | 
'& their Religion , ir this | 


af * (7, 


Ocder. 


finges towardes them in | 
this world'& the nex::the | 
fixth , that thoſe whio are | 


{me 


4 


'$ 


| Cloathing, Profeſſion, and 
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.Cortaine Indulgences grann-. 
26d ameng ft many others, hy 
the ſoveraygne Bishops of. Ro- 
*me , vnro-all-the Religious of 


the Orderof S. Francs. (| 


# He. Religious both 
A men-& -women--shall 
-gaine a plenary both 2 pa-« 
4 & culps, from paine 6 
fault, on the dayes of their 


article of death:alſo at the 
article of: death the-Fa- 


| 


 |\may haue the ſame giuen 


£ 
o 


: |thers and Mothers of the 


| feffor. 


Jaid Brothers and Siſters 


them, by any lawfull Con. 


2. All theReligiousthat 


__ 


204 Decia? ations at 
Shall receaue the moſt hoy, 
ly Sacrament'ypon all Syn-yg 
dayes throughout the yeadlia 
re, all the fealtes of owlC: 
Bleſſed Sauiour,, & sf oul[(1; 
Bleſſed Lady, of the Saintdeg: 
of the order , shall gaine1|,.. 
plen ary Indulgence. ' And 4 
1f it happen that any could[$g, 
.not;confeſſe. & communisſgai 
-catetheſe dayes, their his|[i! 
drance  beeing 4ewfull:igr: 
they may gaine the ſame bi 
-indulgence if after beeing|L.i: 
freed/of that 'impediment,|Þ/; 
they confeſle & communt;/de: 
cate for that'iintention}nje 
notwithſtanding: the dayſda; 
of the feaſt bee paſt.” ' |. 4 
3. The Religious wh hic 


Shall recite.che Corone of 
| Qur 


0dnolter, & Ave Marias, in 


whonour of the 33.years hee 


P) lived inth- world:; or ihe 
WICorone or. Roſary of the 
fGlociours, Virgin Mary , 


Wegntayning 7 2. "Ave, wit h 


Parernolter , & one Pa- 
rnoſter. and Aue for the 


al. 
E 


W|eaine a plenary [ndulgece. 
Likewiſe ih. ſame is 
oF (rovaret as, ofien as they 
velſay the ſeauen Pſelms and 
nPlLiranies, the Graduall 
Nt, Malnms, the office of the 
ſdead, or! afliſt at the Letas 
0|nizs of every ſecond Sun» 
af|6ay in the moneth. 

4. ASoften as the. Reli> 


0 
ty 


. vpon the Rules 235 : 
aut. Lord, th it1S 33. Pater. 


ISouccaigne Bishap , do * 


nh vious eyther by day op- 
f Hh 


 ov6 
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night,in what place ſoever 
they bee, Shall recite fix 
Pater Noſter & Aue, and 
Gloria Patri , fiue for the 
neceſſities of the Church, 
and the fixt for the Popet 
Holineſfle , shall gainethe 
indulgences of the Stati6y 
of Hieruſalem, of Rome, 
of S.lames, & of Portiun- 
cula. "0 
5. 1temreciting the Pſal 
me Exaudiat te Dominus 
in die tribulationis , &c/ 
three Pater noſter 8& Aut, 


for the Popes intention, 'S; 


they hall gaine all the i] 
dulgences graunted by the 


Soueraigne Bishops,to the 


Confraternity of the Ro- 


ſary, to the Gharches of 


d1 
to 
I: 


in 


F4 
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our Bleſſed Lady of Lore- 
to, of Mont-ſerat , & of S. 
lames de Compoſtella. 

6. Euery time they ſay 
the Angelus Domini atthe 
accuſtomed time when it 
ringeth, a plenary indul- 
gence z and thelike enery 
timethcy communicate. As 


| often as they 'heare the 
| Mafſe of the Conception 
| of our Bleſſed Lady, pray- 

| ing for his Holineſſe-& the 


yniverſal Church,is grat- 
ted a plenary indulgence. 


| Saying the diuine office, 


\ or the office of our Blelled 
Lady, beſides all other Tn 


0- 
of 


dulgences,they gatne 190, 
yeares of pardon. 
5.Saying oncecuery day 
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one Pater notter & Ane 
Maria, calling devoutly 
three times vpon the Holy 
Name of leſus, they Paine 
z00, yeares of Pardon, 

_ 8. It isgraunted vnto the 
Siſters that foure times 2 . 
yeare they may have age| ; 
nerall abſolution in full]. 
remiſſion of all their finne| ;.. 
whatſoecuer,& be reſtored], 
ro theeftate of innocency,| 
as fully as they could re- 
ceaue it from his Holineſ- 
ſe: & thelike is graunted 
them on every feaſt of our ti 
Bleſſed Sauiour, our Blel-| * 
Ted Lady, on the feaſt of | 
$. Peter 8 S. Pau],S.Fran- 
cis, $. Clare, S. Catharine | 
Queene & Martyr , the 


Vpon the Rule. 28g 
feaſt of all S1ints, & ever y 
day of the holy wceke; 
yett notwithſtanding the- 
ſe graces will profite no- 
thing ,.vnto thoſe who 
Should ypon preſumption 
to gaine them, ſin more 
freely, They may apply all 
priviledges & indulge. 
ces graunted to themſc}- 
ves, vnto the faithfy]l du 
parted, Note thac for th: 
gryning of theſe or any 
1ndulgences is requiſite 
the applying of the taten- 
tion for the ſame. 
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An examen of Conſciencefar 
4 Religious Perſon. 


clinations & bad cu- 
ſtomes, whence they pro- 
ceed , & what warre and 
exerciſe hee vſcth againſt 
them. 

2. What Paſhons moſt 
raigne in him , & by what 
meanes hee kath hicherto 
indeauoured to mortify 
them. 

3. What are his princi- 
pall,moit frequent,8& moſt| 
troubleſome temptations, 
& how hee hath hitherto 
behaued himſclf in them. | 
4+ If hee bee indifferent | 


7 Vhat are his euill af 2 


pon the Rule, 211 
in accepting any imploy- 
ment of the holy Religion 
willingly accepting what- 


focuer is appointed him. 


. $. Whether God bee the 


only intention of all his 
aQions , or if hee ſeeke 
proper commadity or pral- 
ſe in his workes. 

6. Whether hee do not 
prefer exteriour matters, 
as good qualities & vatu- 
rall gifs & graces, before 
the ſtudy of vertue & per- 
fecion, 

-. Ifheedelire , and bee 
moſt contented his Supe- 
riours should have know- - 
ledge of all his faulres. 

_ 8.1: hee bee confident.& 
open harted to his Supe-. 
Hh 4 


”* 212 Declarations 
, Tiours', and confer with 
them in any neceſlary oc- 
caſion of things touching 
the good of his ſoule, 
- 9, Whether hee bee tru- 
ly vnited by atfeCtion vnto 
his Superiors, or if hee ha- 
ueany auerſion, and from 
whence it proceedes. 

10. Whether hee bee not 
too familiar with ſome, & 
If that Familiarity bee not 
huartfull ro himſcl; and the 
other party, & jf by that 
occaſion hee looſe notti- 
me, & diſedify others. 


I1,1fhee loue & imbrace 


the interiour, 6 exteriour 


mortifications , and rather | 
thoſe matters that bee | 
humble 8& abic , then of | 


S | 


"I 


vpon the Rule. 2159 
eſteeme and credit.” | 
12, If hee obſerue' all 1 
theſe Rules & Conſtitut ids 
of which hee maketh lefſe 
eſteeme, & for what rea- 
ſon, | 
13, If hee defire tru]p to 
bee penitent for all his 


 faultes , truly confeſſing 


toem with ſtrong purpole 
of amendment. 
' 14. [f hee makea parti- | 
cular examen euery day 
vpon one imperfection, & 
with whar preparation | 
hee receaueth the holy Sa- 
crament : & how hee fre- 
cunenteth the holy exerciſe 
of prayer, 

15. If his wordes & dif- 
courles in Recreation or 
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F otherwiſe, as alſo with fe-. y 

cular bee of edification: |} 
how hee obſerueth ſilence | { 
| &(ſpendeth his time. | | 


Tvvelue great Emills which | | 
' come by Veniall ſinnes, | 


= they doe ſo dar. 
ken & obſcurethe cyes 
ofour vnderſtanding, that 
| they cannot ſee almighty 
God. 2. They kill the fer- 
your of dileRion & divine 
Charity. 3. They hinder 
our prayers and petitions | 
from beeing heard by God 
4. They dchie & ſpotte the 
ſoule. 5 They centriſtate 
th hniy Ghoſt, & reoice 
| the caemy. 6. They depri- | 


Cs _. 9 2&5 


| der vs from ſeeing and en- 


vþon the Rule. wwfe 
nevs of the ſweet & amia- 
ble familiaricy of our Bleſ- 
ſed Sautour. 7. Thcy are a 
creat cauſe & meanes of 
our fal into more gricuous 
ſinnes. 8. Thzy cauſe a ſou- | 
{*to fall into great flouth 

& tepidity in all gaodnes, 
9. They weaken exceedin- 
gly the forces of the ſoule, 
from reſiſting her bad in- 
clinations. 10, They incli- | 
nc our affe&tions & delires 
to temporall matters. 11, | 
They prolong & augment | 
the paines in Purgatory, 
12. They exceedingly hin- 


-. 


toying the preſence of 
God, 
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Nyne vyayes by vphich wee | 
participate of the ſinnes 


of ot hers. 


4 * kh. B- 


Y Councecli.z.By com- 
mandment. 3. By con- 
ſcat. 4. By procuration or 
_ perſnaſion. 5. By flattery, 
* 6. By holding our peace of 
| his fault of whome' wee 
ought ro haue care. 7. To 
dilſemble or not to repre». 
hend, & hinder if wee bee 
thereunto obliged. 8, In 
participating ofthe matter 
whereof ſuch a finne doth { 
| proceed. 9. In defending 
thz fault of another, | 


a EC RO = —_—_— — —— 


- — nn eee 


| Tyvelus fruits of the B. $4 


Kato all good. 


vpon the Rate. 


crYamentr. 


T not only maketh pol» 

ible but alſo moſt eaſy 
the forſaking and leauing 
of all earthly and fading | 
thinges. 

2. Itcauſeth great profit 
and aduancement in hea- 1 
uenly thinge s- 

. 3+. It. raiſeth the ſoule. 
aboue all things created, | 

4. It inforceth the ſpirit 


5. Killuminateth. & gi, 
verh lidht to the vnder- 
ſanding , in the knowled> 
ge of God. 


$.It cauſeth an inflamed 
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' ferucrous poſſeſſion of the | 
Pure loue of God alone, ' | ' 

7. It is the conſummac 
tion of all vertue & pecrfe- 
Sion, | | 

8. It giueth the ſoule 
polſcflion of the treaſus 
ry of all goods & riches. | 

9. It cauſcth a continual | 
4hterivur roy. — + 
_ - 26. 1tindewethher with | 

ahappy ſecuriry &aſſuraw | 
cc, inſecing him ia who: | 
me hee belicueth. | 

I:. A perfe& peace be« | 
ginning 1n this life & con- 
tinuing for eternity. 

22. A perfe& vnion with 
almighty God, wherby the 
ſoule is made-participart 
ef all divine perfeRion, 


CHE ann 
CC ——_—_— 


Tyvelue Enangelicall Conn» 


pon the Rule. 21h. | 


ſayles. 


Onerty, wherby a R& | 
P; lipious perſon iseſtran- 
ped from all terreſtrial | 
things. 

2, Obedience without 
which no vertue is pers 
fect. 

5. Chaſtity which beays 
i eth and addornech all 
other vertues. 

4. Charity towardes our 
enemies , wherby all mou 
twall infe&ion of any fin» 
ne is expelled. 

5. Manſvetnde, whith 
( as ſayth S, Ambroſe) is 
the medecine of the hart, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


0 
: Wherby the foule is illums. 
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nated by God Almighty, 
to know his ſecrets. 

6. Mercy, which exten. 
deth it ſelfe to the hep of 
euery one without limire, 


. entreth {weetly into the 


bart with pitty , & cleats 


ſethi it fcom all Gone. 


7 The ſimple word all 
waies fruRifying i in GoJ, 


— 


— 


In purity of 1 intention, In | 
charity; &c, | 


S$. Shunning occaſion of | 


rity to the purchaſe of ver- 
Tue, 

' 9. Riche intention, which 
maketh all workes ro pro: 
ceed of humility , to the 

edification 


ſinne , conducting the ſan- - 
Te with prudency, & ſecus | 


as ow od oo « of A&A 


| 
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| Which isa light that illu- 
minareth the vnderſtan- 


| bdification of our neigh. 


' are obſcured by earthly. | 
; "CATCS, 


von cheRufes Sb 


bour. | 


10, Conformity of the 
worke vnto the word , 
whetby all ſpeciall inſtry- 
Qion is ſerioufly , & with . 
all profit accepted. 

11. Auoiding of vnpro» 
ftable ſolicitude, therby , 
better to attend vnto fpiri=._ 
tuall illuminations, which .* 


12.Fraternall Corre&iog. 


ding, according to that of 
the Apoſtle, ſaying , That 
_ is correRed is ma« 

e apparent by the lighe 
that folloyeth, . = 


Ii 
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| The Malediflionof'. Franck, 7 


Yichee'O Eternall, and 
Heauenly Father, & a}l 
the celeſtial Court,'& by 
me moſtVnworth y bee as} 
curſed all thoſe Brethren; 
who by their cuillexam pk 
doe ruine and deſtroy one 
thinges which thou haſt 
built, and ceaſeſt not to. 
| build, by fo many holy. 
Brethren of this Octer. | 


« =. =Y 


ce 


——o }_ 
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wg Gnorance 'beeing fill nt 
well -framed mindes the. 
right knovvleage Emalergtl- 
dinguf wvhat ooncerns:our” ©5< 
dim of grenreſh nmporniteces 
theres heere in.all- the. Chup= 
zers of the Rule. the letter. P. 
putt over againſt what is of 
precepr , ſoe likevviſe V. for 
Yim precepts A. for an aqui- 
*lent. L. for liberty , @& M. 
for monation;vvhich vv as firf 
done conforme to the praiſe 


| GO aecrees of holy Popes , by 4 


learned Dinine & firft Diffs- 
nitor of the Order of Sains 
Francs , Renerend Father 
Hugh Cauel of kappy memcry 
the vim precepis & aquing, 


| 
þ.. fore of xe apa ect # 
Ee to bee pquall or in ſome des 


gree of that vvbich 45 precept [ 
of it ſelf, wnder veniall fnne | 
| or other penalty, of all vvhich | 
* made the follevving Table, þ þ 


} ſ | 


An Abridement or Table! 
the points cont ained in thy 
Rule of S. Claye. 
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